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SURATULANFAAL (8)

The Suratulanfaal, being the third surah of the second group, was revealed in Medina
after the Battle of Badr except the sixty-sixth verse which was revealed later on. The
entire Surah, in one piece, comments on the Battle and exhorts the believers to be in a
state of preparedness for, by defeating the Quraysh at Badr, they had stirred up a
hornets' nest. The small Islamic Community in Medina was hemmed in by hostile
Jewish tribes and other pagan tribes. Hence, preparedness was of utmost importance
so that the Ka'ba __ the Holy House established by Abraham __ might be liberated
from the Quraysh who had, as the preceding surahs show, rendered themselves
incapable of managing it and deviated from the path of true monotheism. The theme of
fighting and struggling for Allah continues up to the Suratuttauba.

Since it was the first battle the believers had fought, it had brought to light some
weaknesses in the moral fibre of their Community. While most of the believers were
sound, there was a small group of believers who were weak-minded and of weak
character. The breed of hypocrites, afterwards, rose from them and posed a danger in
the Battle of the Uhud. The Surah, therefore, starts with their question about the spoils
of war and declares peremptorily in the very first verse that they belong to Allah and
the Messenger and proceeds to tell them to fear Allah, improve their relationships, and
obey Allah and the Messenger and then, gives the qualities of true believers up to the
fourth verse without telling them how the spoils of war are to be apportioned. They
were the people who were averse to going to war and wanted to attack the unarmed
caravan while Allah wanted His Messenger to confront the army of the Quraysh
coming from Makka so as to strike at the root of polytheism. The Surah, then, proceeds
to recount Allah's help and grace for the believers and, in the fourteenth verse,
commands them not to turn back but confront the enemy when it comes to fighting
otherwise they shall go into the Hell. In the seventeenth verse, the Surah tells the
believers that the Battle was planned by Allah and the believers had not killed the
seventy polytheists, but Allah had killed them. Similarly, the Messenger had not
thrown the dust, but Allah had done it. In the eighteenth verse, the polytheists have
been warned not to revert to hostilities otherwise their superior numerical strength
shall not avail them as Allah is with the believers.

The Surah, from the twentieth verse to the fortieth verse, again, lays stress on the
believers to obey Allah and His Messenger unlike the Jews and the hypocrites, and
respond to them in real earnest otherwise they shall fall victims to polytheists'
persecution after gaining power and strength from a state of weakness. Hence, they
must thank Him and not betray Allah and His Messenger. If they fear Him, Allah shall
foil the conspiracies of the polytheists who, when the Quraanic verses are recited to
them, call them the legends of old. They demand Allah's punishment, but He is not
going to punish them as long as the Last Messenger is among them. These polytheists
have deviated from Abraham's way and hence, they do not deserve to be the guardians
of the Holy House. However they may spend their wealth to arrest the tide of the
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Islamic revolution, they shall be frustrated, overcome and thrown into the Hell. But, if
they cease hostilities, they shall be forgiven. Hence, in the thirty-ninth verse, the
believers have been exhorted to fight against them till persecution ends and obedience,
in its entirety, belongs to Allah.

After pointing out the weaknesses and suggesting the remedial measures, the forty-first
verse gives the details of how the spoils of war are to be apportioned. The forty-second
verse, again, turns to the Battle pointing to Allah's plan to humble the polytheists and
proceeds to mention the Messenger's dream in which they were shown small in number
to embolden the believers to fight against them. Similarly, at the time of the
confrontation, Allah made each army see the other small in number so as to make them
fight against each other in order to fulfil Allah's plan. Hence, the believers are exhorted to
hold their ground when confronting the enemy and obey Allah and His Messenger.
Besides, they must not be at variance among themselves and conduct themselves like the
polytheists whom the Devil had stirred up to fight against the believers. The Surah, in the
forty-ninth verse, refers to the hypocrites and those people with diseased hearts how they
had deprecated the believers when they were going to fight against the Makkan army.

The Surah gives an image of the disbelievers' punishment in the Hell in the fiftieth verse
and proceeds to compare them with Pharaoh's followers who had been wiped out
because they had belied and denied Allah's verses. Allah does not change His favour for
any people till they change what is within them __their moral condition. The Surah calls
the disbelievers the worst animals. They break their compacts. Hence, they must be
taught a lesson. In the fifty-eighth verse, the Surah exhorts the believers to repudiate
their compact with a disbelieving people openly, if they fear any betrayal and keep
themselves in a state of preparedness to meet any eventuality for disbelievers can not
frustrate Allah. But, if they tend to make peace, they must respond to them favourably.
On the contrary, if they intend to deceive the Messenger, Allah shall help him as He has
been helping the believers. Hence, in the sixty-third verse, Allah reminds them how He
has joined them together in love and harmony. In the sixty-fourth verse, the Surah
advises the Prophet to trust in Allah and the believers and exhorts them to fight against
the disbelievers disregarding their numerical superiority. What matters is the cause and
the morale. In the sixty-seventh verse, the Prophet is told to crush the disbelievers in the
land in order to pull up polytheism by the roots. Since the Quraysh, after being routed at
Badr, had started a malicious campaign against the Messenger and the believers, in the
sixty-ninth verse, Allah tells them that the spoils of war are good and pure and the
believers should eat them without any reservations. In the seventieth verse, the prisoners
of war are told that they will be forgiven if they mend their ways. But, if they are
treacherous, they shall be dealt with accordingly. The Surah, from the seventy-second
verse to the seventy-fifth verse, defines the First [slamic Community it is composed of
emigres and helpers fortified into fraternity and cohesion by Allah's fear for the sole
purpose of struggling for Allah. Such are the true believers. But those believers, who do
or can not emigrate to the Islamic State, must be helped in the name of Islam except
against a people with whom the Islamic State has a compact. If help is not
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extended to such persecuted believers, there will be more persecution and gross disorder.
But the last verse clarifies that this fraternity shall not entitle anyone the right of the
inheritance of property.

v N NS N N T N T

T N N N T T T T T N T N N N N

T N N N NS N N N N NS N N

S N N N T N T NI N N N, T T N T N N N N NS N N N N N Nl Nl N N N N

262




Suratulanfaal 8

NENZNZN AN EN NN

The Spoils

AJY 6y e

NN N N N N N N N e N N N AN N N N A N N e N N AN e N N A NN N AN NN o N e N N

NN N ZN PN N EN N ZN NN PN N Z N PN NN

NN AN NN NN AN R ENF

N N N N e N A N e N N N N N N N AN A N A N N A N N A N AN N N N A N N e N NN ACNA e NN N A N

( SURATULANFAAL)

(DEdEs

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

They ask you about the spoils: say,
"The spoils belong to Allah and the
Messenger and hence, you must
fear disobeying Allah and improve
your mutual relations and obey
Allah and His Messenger if you are
believers."

Believers are, only, (those people)
whose hearts, when Allah is
mentioned, are filled with fear and
when His verses are recited before
them, they (the verses) intensify
them in belief and they (the
believers) trust in their Rabb,

(The believers) who perform the
obligatory prayer and spend some
of the sustenance which We give
them

They are (the people who are) the
believers truly; they shall have high
positions and forgiveness and
generous sustenance with their
Rabb (in the afterworld).

As (some people are raising
objections in the matter of the
spoils, similarly, they had raised
objections when) your Rabb
brought you out of your house justly
and a group of the believers hated
(going to war).

They were disputing with you about
the justification (of going to war)
after it had become clear,
(thinking) as if they were being
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driven to death and they saw
(foresaw it as a certainty).

And remember when Allah was
promising you that you would have
one of the two parties, you wished
that you should have the unarmed
party while Allah willed that He
should prove the truth by His words
(commands) and pull up the
disbelievers by the roots,

So that He might prove the truth and
nullify falsehood even if the
criminals hated it.

Remember when you were
appealing to your Rabb for help, He
responded to you, "I am going to
help you with a thousand of the
angels following (your army to
reinforce it), in quick succession."
10. And Allah did not do it but as good
news and (He did it) so that your
hearts might calm down with it; and
help does not (come) but from
Allah; indeed, Allah has might,
wisdom.

SECTION 2
11. Remember when He covered you
with drowsiness (thereby bringing)
calm on His part (initiative) and
bestowed water on you from the
clouds so as to clean you (of dirt) by
it and remove the Devil's filth from
you and (He did it) to fortify your
hearts and fix (your) feet by it (the
rain).
12. Remember when your Rabb
enjoined the angels, "I am with you
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

and hence, you must fortify (those
people) who believe; I will, soon,
strike terror into the hearts of
(those people) who disbelieve and
hence, you must deliver blows (on
blows) on their necks and deliver
blows on every finger tip of them."

Such (a punishment was awarded
to them) because they had opposed
Allah and His Messenger; and
whoever opposes Allah and His
Messenger, (must know that)
Allah is, then, very violent in the
infliction of punishment.

Hence, taste it such (a
pumshment) L and the disbelie-
vers shall have the punishment of
the fire.

O (the people) who believe! When
you confront (those people) who
disbelieve as an army, you must
nottake flight/ flee from them.

And whoever takes flight on that
day, except as a manoeuvre in
fighting or by way of joining the
army, shall return with Allah's
wrath and his abode shall be the
Hell and what a bad place of
arrival it is!

Hence, you did not kill them, but
Allah killed them and (O
Messenger)! You did not throw
(dust) when you threw (it), but
Allah threw (it); and (He did it) so
that He might prove the believers
brave, on His part, through the trial
beautifully; indeed, Allah hears,
knows (everything).
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Such (has been Allah's help for you)
and indeed, Allah is going to
undermine the disbelievers'
conspiracy.

If you sought Allah's judgement,
judgement has, then, already, come
on you and if you cease, it is, then,
the best for you and if you do (it)
again, We will, also, do (it) again
and your army will not avail you at
all, even if it were numerous and
that Allah is, certainly, with the
believers.

SECTION 3

O (the people) who believe! You
must obey Allah and His Messenger
and you must not turn a deaf ear to
him while you hear (his orders).

And you must not be like (those
people) who say, "We hear" while
they do nothear.

Indeed, the worst creatures, in
Allah's view, are the deaf (and) the
dumb who do not exercise their
reason.

And if Allah had known (that there
was) any good among them, He
would, certainly, have let them hear
and if He had let them hear (despite
any good in them), they would,
certainly, have backed off and
turned a deaf ear to.

O (the people) who believe! You
must respond to Allah and the
Messenger, when he calls you to
what shall vivify (endue with life or
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renewed life) all of you and (if you
do not respond), you must know
that Allah interposes between a man
and his heart (makes the guidance
inaccessible to him) and that to Him
all of you shall be gathered up (for
accountability).
25. And you must guard yourselves
against the evil consequences (of
wrongdoing) that will not afflict,
especially, (those people) who
indulge in doing wrong among you
and (if you do not do so), you must
know that Allah is very violent in
the infliction of punishment.
26. And remember when you were
small in number, weak and
oppressed in the land fearing that
(disbelieving) people would snatch
you away and then, He sheltered
you and strengthened you with His
help and gave you sustenance of
pure and good things so that you
might thank (Him).
27. O (the people) who believe! You
must neither betray Allah and the
Messenger nor embezzle your trusts
and you know.
28. And you must know that your
properties and your children are,
only, a trial and that Allah has, with
Him, a supreme reward.

SECTION 4
29. O (the people) who believe! If you
fear disobeying Allah, He shall
grant you a criterion (to know the

truth from falsehood) and remit
your sins off you and forgive
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

you and Allah possesses supreme
bounty.

And remember when (those people)
who disbelieve were conspiring
against you in order to confine you
or assassinate you or exile you; and
they were conspiring while Allah
was, also, planning to foil their
conspiracy and requite them with
punishment and Allah is the Best
Planner.

And when Our verses are recited
before them, they say, "We have
heard (them). If we like, we can,
also, utter like this: this (Quraan) is
no more than the legends of the
ancients."

And remember when they said, "O
Allah! If this (Quraan) is the truth
(being sent) from You, send, then, a
rain of stones on us from the heaven
or bring a grievous punishment on
us."

And Allah is not such as to punish
them while you (the Messenger) are
among them; and Allah is not going
to punish them while they
(believers) are seeking forgiveness.

And why should Allah not punish
them while they prevent (people)
from the Holy Mosque, though they
are not its custodians; its custodians
can, only, be the fearing, but most of
them do not know.

And their prayer by the House is
nothing but whistling and clapping;
taste, then, the punishment because
you have been disbelieving.
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Allah's way; hence, they will go on
spending them and then, these (their
spendings and strivings) will be a
regret for them and, eventually, they
shall be overpowered and (those
people) who disbelieve shall be
gathered up towards the Hell,
37. So that Allah may set apart the bad
from the good and put the bad one
upon the other and then, heap all of
them together and then, throw it (the
heap) into the Hell; (the people)
such (as these are going to be) the
losers (damned).

SECTION 5
38. Say to (those people) who
disbelieve, "If they cease, what has
gone by shall be forgiven for them
and if they revert (go back to their
practice), Allah's practice regarding
(the criminal) peoples of old has,
already, preceded.”

39. And you must fight against them till
persecution does not exist and the
Deen (Islam___submission to Allah)
in its entirety, belongs to Allah;
hence, if they cease, Allah is, then,

watchful of what they do.

40. And if they turn away, you must,
then, know that Allah is your
protector; what an excellent
protector and what an excellent
helper He is!

41. Andyoumust know that one fifth of
whatever spoils you have gained
belongs to Allah and the Messenger
and (his) relatives and orphans and
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the poor and travellers / wayfarers,
if you believe in Allah and what We
sent to Our servant (the Messenger)
on the day when the truth was
distinguished from falsehood, on
the day when both the armies had
confronted and Allah has absolute
power and authority over
everything.
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42. Remember when you were
(positioned) along the nearby side
of the valley and they were
(positioned) along the farther side
of the valley and the caravan was
below you (on the ground lower
than your position); if you had made
an appointment, you would,
certainly, have differed with each
other in appointing a place and time
(for the battle), but (He did not
allow it) so that Allah must bring
into effect the matter that was to be
done so that whoever was to perish
must perish on the basis of clear
evidence and whoever was to live
must live on the basis of clear
evidence and Allah, certainly,
hears, knows (everything).

43. Remember when Allah showed
them, to you in your dream, small in
number and if He had shown them
to you, large in number, you would,
certainly, have lost heart and
disagreed with one another over the
matter (of confronting the enemy),
but Allah saved (you from the trial):
indeed, He knows the secrets
hidden in human hearts.
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44. And remember when He showed
them to you, in your eyes, small in
number at the time when you

{ confronted one another and He
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showed your number small in their

eyes so that Allah must bring into

effect the matter that was to be

done, and to Allah are returned all

the matters.

SECTION 6

45. O (the people) who believe!
Whenever you confront an army,
you must hold your ground and
remember Allah frequently so that
youmay prosper.
46. And you must obey Allah and His
Messenger and you must not
disagree with one another or else
you will lose heart and your
dominance shall vanish and you
must be patient; indeed, Allah is
with the patient (steadfast and
forbearing)
47. And you must not be like (those
people) who went from their homes
insolently and pretentiously,
displaying themselves to the people
and they prevent (them) from
Allah's way, and Allah has thorough
knowledge of what they are doing.
48. And remember when the Devil
adorned their misdeeds to them and
said, "Today, nobody, among men,
can overcome you and I am your
supporter.” But, when the two
armies came face to face he took to
his heels and said, "I am exempt
from you (because) I see what you
do not see, I fear Allah; and Allah is
very violent in the infliction of
punishment."
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q 49. Remember when the hypocrites and ‘\// A /)3\ A4 _~ % h
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: "Their Deen (Islam __ submission J‘ JEm iy mn2 45D, 0 4 E
to Allah) has deluded them." While Ay » -5 st v K
! whoever trusts in Allah (is never () Sy \\')L’ :
deluded) for Allah has might,
wisdom.
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Own created human beings."
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Pharaoh's people and (those /71’1\&' 24 ;1()»"-7/‘ -V
peoples) who preceded them e 4 Jyal B ot
they had disbelieved in Allah's Ay 7Y 4% <

verses and then, Allah had punished NP
them for their sins: indeed, Allah is
strong, very violent in the infliction
of punishment.
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knows (everything).
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55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

their Rabb's verses and, cons-
equently, We had wiped them out
for their sins and drowned
Pharaoh's followers and all of them
had been wrongdoers.

Indeed, the worst creatures, in
Allah's view, are those (people)
who reject (the guidance) and
hence, they donotbelieve

(Those people) with whom you
make a compact and then, they
break their compact every time and
they do not guard (against breaking
it).

Hence, if you meet them in war, you
must, then, frighten and disperse
them along with (those people) who
are behind them so that they bear in
mind (their rout).

And if you fear treachery from any
people, you must, then, terminate
(the compact) with them on an
equal footing; indeed, Allah does
not like the treacherous.

SECTION 8

And (those people) who disbelieve
must not think that they will get the
better of (Us); they can never
frustrate (Us).

And you must keep at the ready, for
them (your enemies), as much as
you can, a part of (your striking)
force (military strength) and (a
good number) of trained and tied
war horses with which you shall
frighten Allah's enemy and your
enemy and others besides them:
you do not know them, Allah
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knows them; and anything which

you spend in the cause of Allah shall

be paid up to you and you shall not

be wronged.
61. And if they incline to peace, you
must, also, incline to it and trust in
Allah; indeed, He is the Hearer, the
Omniscient.
62. And if they intend to deceive you,
Allah is, then, sufficient for you; (it
was) He Who had strengthened you
(in the battle of Badr) with His help
and with the believers
63. And inspired love into their hearts;
if you had spent all that is
throughout the Earth, you would
not have inspired love into their
hearts but (it was) Allah Who had
inspired love into them; indeed, He
has might, wisdom.
64. O Prophet! Allah and the believers
who follow you are sufficient for
you.

SECTION 9

65. O Prophet! You must urge the
believers on fighting (against the
enemy); if there are twenty patient
(steadfast fighters) among you, they
shall overpower two hundred
(disbelievers); and if there are a
hundred (fighters) among you, they
shall overpower a thousand of
(those people) who disbelieve
because they are a people who do
not have penetrating minds.

66. Now, Allah lightens (the burden) off
you and He knows that there is
weakness in you; hence, if there are
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67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

a hundred patient (steadfast figh-
ters) among you, they shall over-
power two hundred (disbelievers);
and if there are a thousand (fighters)
among you, they shall overpower
two thousand (disbelievers) by
Allah's command and Allah is with
the patient.

It does not become a prophet that he
should have prisoners of war till he
massacres the enemy in the land,;
you want ephemeral gains of the
world while Allah wills the after-
world and Allah has might, wisdom.

If Allah's decree had not preceded, a
terrible punishment would, cer-
tainly, have visited upon you for
what you have taken. (The spoils of
war that the believers, in the battle
of Badr, had laid their hands on
instead of pursuing the routed army

of the Quraysh.)

Hence, you may eat whatever spoils
of war you have seized, as lawful,
pure and good; and you must fear
disobeying Allah; indeed, Allah is
forgiving, merciful.

SECTION 10

O Prophet! Tell all the prisoners (of
war) who are in your hands, "If
Allah comes to know of any good in
your hearts, He shall give you better
than what has been taken from you
and forgive you and Allah is
forgiving, merciful."

And if they intend to be treacherous
to you, they have, then, already,
been treacherous to Allah before
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and then, Allah granted (you) power
over them and Allah has know-
ledge, wisdom.

72. Indeed, (those people) who believe
and emigrate and struggle, with
their properties and persons, for
Allah's cause and (those people)
who shelter (the emigrants) and
help (them) are such (people as) are
the friends of one another; and
(those people) who believe and do
not emigrate do not have their
relationship with you at all till they
emigrate; and if they ask you for
help for the sake of the Deen (Islam,
extending them) help is, then,
incumbent on you except against a
people between whom and you,
there is a compact and Allah
watches what you do.

73. And (those people) who disbelieve
are friends of one another; if you do
not do it (help the persecuted
believers), there will be (more)
persecution in the land and wrong,
corruption, and disorder on a large-

scale.

74. And (those people) who believe and
emigrate and struggle for Allah's
cause and (those people) who
shelter (the emigrants) and help
(them) are such (people as) are the
believers truly; they shall have
forgiveness and generous sus-

tenance.

75. And (those people) who come to
believe afterwards and emigrate
and struggle with you are, then,
such (people as) belong to you
while blood relations are more
entitled to one another (in
inheritance) according to Allah's
decree: indeed, Allah has know-

ledge of everything.
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