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SURATURRA™D (13)

The Suraturradfollows, in a logical order, the Surah Yoosufand the Surah Hood which
exemplify the theme of the Surah Yoonus. This surah, instead of relying on historical
evidences to illustrate the theme, refers to natural phenomena of daily experience to
argue against polytheism, warn the polytheists to shake it off or face punishment, and
console the Messenger and the believers that they shall have a happy reward. The Surah
opens with the assurance that the Quraan is Allah's book, being revealed from Him
the Being Who has raised the heavens without any pillars, exercises sovereignty over the
entire cosmos, and subjects all the stars including the Sun and the Moon to a law. He has
spread the Earth, fixed mountains, made rivers, brought forth fruit in pairs, and makes
night cover day to afford human beings an opportunity to ponder them and arrive at the
unity of the Godhead. The fourth verse presents more natural phenomena for the people
who exercise their reason. The Supreme Being Who has created them, the Surah argues
in the next verse, can create them after their death for accountability. If they do not come
to believe in it, they shall have eternal punishment over and above deterrent punishment
visiting on them in the world. They demand signs and such natural phenomena as have
been enumerated above are the signs. The Surah proceeds further to stress His absolute
knowledge and the eleventh verse declares that Allah treats a people according to their
conduct and when He decrees punishment, none can avert it. The Surah, from the twelfth
verse, proceeds further to refer to the natural phenomena like the lightning, heavy
clouds, thunder and thunderbolts, and stresses His omnipotence to arrive at the
inescapable conclusion that He, alone, must be prayed to. To Him submit themselves all
those who exist throughout the heavens and the Earth. Hence, all the deities are false and
spurious as they cannot create anything.

The Surah proceeds to mention rainfall, foam, and froth in the seventeenth verse and
equates falschood with foam and froth and truth with water which benefits human
beings, meaning by it the revealed knowledge. Those people who accept it shall have
excellent reward and those people who reject it shall have eternal punishment. They are
like the seeing and the blind. The Surah, from the twentieth verse up to the twenty-fourth
verse shows the conduct and the reward of the seeing __ the people exercising reason.
The twenty-fifth verse shows the conduct and the punishment of the blind __ the people
not exercising reason. Besides, it is not the worldly sustenance that is the end of life.
There is the afterworld to consider. But the polytheists demand some miracle as a proof.
The Surah suggests that there are signs upon signs in the natural phenomena which, if
rightly pondered, shall lead anyone to shun polytheism and accept the unity of the
Godhead or monotheism. Such believers shall have eternal bliss. Besides, the demand of
miracles was voiced by all the doomed peoples and the Last Messenger has been
commissioned to declare the message of their messengers through the Quraan. The
thirty-first verse suggests that it is not the miracle that leads one to believing in Allah. It is
the exercise of reason and pondering the natural phenomena which lead one to believing
in Allah and His message. But, in spite of His forbearance, disasters keep on visiting on
them and the great disaster __the Doomsday __ shall come upon them. Polytheists of
all ages have had the same psychology  ridiculing messengers and inviting
punishments. Polytheism is against the nature of the cosmos and their deities are non-
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existent and polytheists shall have violent punishment in the afterworld while believers
shall have the Paradise. Hence, the believers rejoice in the Quraan while disbelievers
loathe it. The Messenger has, therefore, been commanded to declare that he serves
(renders exclusive obedience to) none but Allah and for this purpose the Quraan has
been revealed as the final decree and the sole knowledge. The thirty-eighth verse replies
to polytheists' objection why a man has been sent as a messenger, not an angel, and why a
miracle has not been sent with him. The Surah proceeds on after consoling the
Messenger that he must go on with his communication of the message regardless of their
objections. Allah shall hold them accountable for their conduct. When this Surah was
revealed, Islam was gaining in adherents and gaining ground and hence, the forty-first
verse warns the Makkan polytheists of heeding the call of the Messenger and ceasing
their conspiracies against him and Islam as the doomed peoples of old had, also, hatched
up similar conspiracies only to meet with disastrous consequences. As for their rejection
of the Messenger, the last verse replies that Allah and those people who possess the
knowledge of heavenly books bear witness that the Messenger has been appointed by
Allah to communicate His guidance.
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C SURATURRA'D )

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

1. Alif laam meem raa; these are the
verses of the Book (from Allah) and
what has been revealed to you from
your Rabb is the truth, but most of
the people do not accept (are not
willing to believe it as such).

(It is) Allah Who raised the heavens
without any pillars  you see
them__ and then, entered upon the
throne (assumed the sovereignty of
the cosmos) and subjected the Sun
and the Moon (to a law: each one
shall move for an appointed term (a
definite extent of time); He orders
(regulates) all the affairs: He
particularizes all the proofs so that
you should be firmly convinced of
appearing before your Rabb (for
accountability).

And (it is) He Who spread and
levelled the Earth (and manured her
soil) and made firmly fixed
mountains and rivers throughout
her (the Earth) and created every
kind of fruit in pairs throughout her
(the Earth): He covers night over
day; indeed, in all such (things as
mentioned above), there are proofs
for the people who ponder.

And throughout the Earth, there are
regions, contiguous (with one
another yet different) and vineyards
and cornfields and date palms
growing from the same root and not
growing from the same roots,
irrigated by the same water and We
make them surpass one another in
(bearing) fruit; indeed, in such
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(things as mentioned above) there
are proofs (that Allah is one) for the
people who exercise their reason.

And if you wonder at (anything),
(what is), then, worth wondering is,
their utterance, "Shall we, when we
turn into dust, be, really, (restored)
into a new creation?" They are (the
people) who disbelieve in their
Rabb and they are (the people)
round whose necks, there will be
iron collars and such (people) are
the inhabitants of the fire (of the
Hell): they shall abide in it eternally.

And they are pressing you for
punishment before the grace of
guidance, though exemplary pun-
ishments have, already, preceded
them (having been inflicted on
wrongdoers in the ancient past) and
your Rabb is, indeed, full of
forgiveness for human beings in
spite of their wrongdoing and your
Rabb is, indeed, very violent in the
infliction of punishment.

And (those people) who disbelieve
say, "Why has any miracle not been
bestowed on him from his Rabb?"
In fact, you are, only, a warner and
for every people, there has been a
guide.

SECTION 2

Allah knows what every female is
pregnant with and what wombs
decrease and what they increase and
with Him everything is according to
a(certain) measure.
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the palms of his hands towards the
water so that it should reach his
mouth while it is not going to reach
it (his mouth); and, (similarly),
disbelievers' prayer is nothing but in
vain.
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15. And to Allah prostrate themselves
(all those creatures) who are
throughout the heavens and the
Earth, willingly and unwillingly,
and their shadows, (also, do so)
morning and evening. &

16. Say, "Who is the Rabb of the
heavens and the Earth?" Say,
"Allah." Say, "Do you, then, take,
besides Him, such protectors as do
not possess any power over any
gain or loss for themselves?" Say,
"Can a blind man and a seeing man
be equal? Can darkness upon
darkness and light be equal? Have
(the deities, whom) they attribute
associates to Allah, created like His
creation and hence, creation has
become ambiguous for them?" Say,
"Allah is the Creator of everything
and He is the One, the Subduer."

17. He sends water from the clouds and
then, valleys are flooded to their
extent and then, flood carries foam
afloat (on its surface); and similar
foam (scum) rises from (the
minerals) which they melt in the fire
seeking (to make) ornaments or
utensils; in this way, does Allah give
(the example) of the truth and
falsehood; hence, as for the scum, it,
necessarily, perishes, being
worthless rubbish and as for what
benefits human beings, it,
] necessarily, stays throughout the
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Earth; in this way, does Allah give
(you) examples.

(Those people) who respond to their
Rabb shall have excellent reward;
and (those people) who do not
respond to Him, even if they had all
that is throughout the Earth and
equal to it with them, would seek to
free themselves by (paying) it (as
ransom); such (people) shall have a
bad (severe / rigorous) accoun-
tability and their abode shall be the
Helland what abad place itis!

SECTION 3

Can, then, he who knows that what
has been revealed to you (the
Messenger) from your Rabb is the
truth, be like (the man) who is
blind? In fact, only those (people)
who possess reason purified of
passions bear in mind (the
message)

(Those people) who live up to
Allah's obligation (what they
obligate on themselves) and do not
violate the obligation (undertaking)

And (Those people) who join
(blood relation) which Allah has
enjoined that it must be joined and
dread their Rabb and fear a bad
(severe) accountability (of their
conduct in the afterworld).

And (those people) who are patient
only to seek their Rabb's pleasure
and perform the obligatory prayer
and spend some of the sustenance
which We give them, secretly and
openly, and repel evil with good
such (people) shall have the happy
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reward of the afterworld
23. (Where they shall have) gardens of
eternal abode in which they shall
enter and, (also, all those people)
who have been righteous among
their forefathers and their wives and
their children and angels shall call
on them from every gate (to
welcome them in the following
words),
24. "May peace (rain) upon you
because you have been patient (in
the world) and hence, what an
excellent happy reward (you have
in) the afterworld!"
25. And (those people) who violate
Allah's obligations after binding it
and disjoin (blood relation) which
Allah has enjoined that it must be
joined and cause wrong, corruption,
and disorder throughout the Earth
are (the people who) shall have the
curse (removal from His mercy)
and they shall have a bad dwelling
place (in the afterworld).
26. Allah expands sustenance for
whom He wills and straitens (it for
whom He wills); and they are happy
with the life of the world, though the
life of the world is no more than a
paltry thing in comparison with (the
life of) the afterworld.

SECTION 4

27. And (those people) who disbelieve
say, "Why is a miracle, from his
Rabb, not bestowed on him?" Say,

"In fact, Allah misguides whom He
wills and guides, to Himself (those
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by it, (even then, they would not
have believed). On the contrary, to
Allah belongs the command
entirely: have, then, (those people)
who believe not come to know that
if Allah had willed, He would have
guided all the human beings? Some
disaster shall continue to visit upon
(those people) who disbelieve in
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requital of (the evils) which they
commit or (it will continue to) visit
upon them close by their towns till
Allah's threat (of punishment)
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materializes; indeed, Allah does not
break (His) appointment.

SECTION 5

32. And messengers have been laughed
at before you, also, but I gave free
rein to enjoy life for long to (those
people) who disbelieved and then,
punished them: how (violent), then,
the infliction of My punishment

was!

33. Can, then, He Who watches over
what everybody does (be like their
deities who cannot do s0)? And they
have forged (invented false)
associates for Allah; say, "Name
them." Do you (mean to) tell Him
about what He does not know (to
exist) throughout the Earth or is it
some utterances lacking sense? On
the contrary, their (evil) designs
have been adorned to (those people)
who disbelieve and they have been
prevented from the (right) way and
none can guide whom Allah
misguides.

34. They shall have punishment in the
life of the world and the punishment
of the afterworld will be the
heaviest (hardest to endure) and
they shall not have any saviour
against Allah.

35. Animage of the Paradise which the
fearing have been promised is (in
these words): _ rivers will be
flowing under it: its fruit and its
shade will be everlasting; such is
the excellent reward of (those
people) who guard themselves
against evils and the requital of the
disbelievers shall be the fire (of the
Hell).
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been revealed to you and, among
the (opposite) groups, there are
(those pecople) who refuse to
acknowledge some parts of it (the
Quraan); say, "Indeed, what I have
been commanded is that I must
serve (render exclusive obedience
to) Allah and must not attribute any
associate to Him; to Him, I call
(invite) all of you and to Him is to be
the return."
37. And so, We have revealed it (the
Quraan) as the divine law (the body
of divine commandments enjoining
or prohibiting actions) in Arabic;
and if you follow their passions
after knowledge has come to you,
you shall neither have any protector
nor any saviour against Allah.

SECTION 6

38. And We had sent messengers before
you (in the ancient past) and given
them wives and children; and there
was no such messenger as could
bring any miracle except by Allah's
command: for every appointed term
(period of time known to Allah,
there has been) a book (containing

divine decrees).

39. Allah effaces what He wills and
establishes (makes firm or stable
what He wills) and (He has) the

Source Book with Him.

40. And either We will show you some
of what We are threatening them
with or We shall cause you to die,
but, in any case, the communication
(of the message) is the only
obligation on you and accoun-

tability is incumbent on Us.
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41. And do they not see that We are
advancing (on them), narrowing the
land (Makka) from all its sides?
And Allah passes judgement with
none to review His judgement; and
Heis swiftat accountability.

NN AN NN NN AN R ENF

42. And (those people) who existed
before them, had, also, conspired
(against the message of their
prophets), but requiting with
punishment for all the conspiracies
belongs to Allah: He knows what
everyone does and disbelievers
shall, soon, know whom the
excellent reward of the afterworld
belongs to.

43. And those (people) who disbelieve
say, "You have not been sent" (as a
messenger by Allah); say, "Allah
suffices to be the witness between
me and you and, (also, any person)
who has, with him, the knowledge
of'the Book."

T od AP K 2.7%

S50 G a2 A S
Y PR AT

o /\A»ﬂ»¢/j5<¢'//
i 5 e Sk
INGEE Y

':‘E; U N Ve A

N | P S i eyt
>3 P4 s 37 o e s
P&‘UJ

=g b as=
0 PO

v N NS N N T N T

T N N N T T T T T N T N N N N

T N N N NS N N N N NS N N

T N N N N N N N S N N N NS N N T

N N N NS N N N N T N N N N N N

386




	13. Ar-Ra'd

