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SURATULMU’ MINOON (23)

In the concluding verse of the Suratulhajj, the believers have been linked ideologically
to Abraham who had named them Muslims. If read with his prayers in the Suratulbagara
(128 and 129) and the Surah /braaheem (from 35 to 41), it becomes clear that the main
thrust of his prayer was the submission to Allah and the performance of the obligatory
prayer. The Suratulmu'minoon announces eternal prosperity to such believers as fulfil
the conditions enumerated from its second verse to its ninth verse, the first and the last [
being the performance of the obligatory prayer which reflects submission to Allah at its
best. The tenth and eleventh verses promise Paradise to such believers. The threat of the
Hellis implicit in the promise though it has been uncovered towards the end of the Surah |
__disbelievers shall not prosper, given in the one hundred and seventeenth verse in
contrast to the first verse which promises prosperity to believers.
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The Surah, then, proceeds to marshal arguments from natural phenomena, from the
twelfth verse to the twenty-second verse, to prove that Allah is one and without any |
deity's partnership. He has provided human beings with such amenities. Hence, the [
polytheists must submit themselves to and believe in Him.

v N

But, if they do not believe in Allah, the Surah, then, proceeds to cite the
examples of many doomed communities whose wealthy leaders, like the leaders of the
Quraysh, had opposed their messengers to safeguard their vested interest, accused them
of insanity, repudiated the Resurrection, and blamed forgery on them in the name of
Allah. The narrative runs from the twenty-third verse to the fiftieth verse with an implicit
threat to the Quraysh, or for the matter, any polytheist/disbeliever to mend or repent. The
Surah, in its fifty-first and fifty-second verses, shows that the message of all the
messengers has been the same __ submission to Allah as Abraham had prayed. But the
later generations disrupted their ideological oneness and degenerated into sects and
hence, they are not worth considering even though they have money power and
manpower which they think to be excellent for themselves. The Surah, from the fifty-
seventh verse to the sixtieth verse, mentions certain qualities reminiscent of the first
eleven verses of the Surah __ the people who possess them, really, exert themselves for
excellence and they shall surpass them in reward while their opulent, luxurious, and
effeminate leaders along with the polytheists shall be seized on in punishment on the
Judgement Day and they will start lowing like bulls in supplication. The Surah, then,
portrays the arrogance of such polytheists from the sixty-sixth verse to the seventieth
verse and concludes, in the seventy-first verse that they reject their own book (the
Quraan) without rhyme or reason though the Messenger does not ask them for any
reward and invites them to follow the straight path and they are straying from it. The next
three verses, further, portray their arrogance and its sad outcome.
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The Surah proceeds to mention their faculties and other natural phenomena and
asks them why they do not exercise their reason to arrive at the positive conclusion
%] Allahisonly one. Butthey repudiate the Resurrection like their doomed predecessor
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and associate deities with Him, besides repudiating the Quraan and taking angels for His
daughters. The ninety-first and ninety-second verses affirm that Allah is free from such
imputations and associations.

The Surah, finally, proceeds to announce, from the ninety-third verse to the ninety-
eighth verse, the good news of success and teaches the Messenger to pray for safety from
the punishment going to visit on the leaders of the polytheists. The Messenger is, further,
advised to seeck His Rabb's protection from the devils' evil suggestions and
machinations. They shall perish and all the polytheistic leaders did perish and the
Messenger did succeed.

From the ninety-ninth verse to the one hundred and fourteenth verse, the Surah proceeds
to portray what will happen to every polytheist after his death which will lift off the
cerecloth of materiality and he shall see the reality of the afterworld. He shall, after a
brief interval till the Resurrection, confront the weighing of his actions which shall be
found light on a scales for having belied and denied His verses in the world and ridiculed
those believers who used to recite them and seek His forgiveness. Hence, he shall,
eternally, dwell in the Hell. Such is the end of polytheists. All the believers, on the
contrary, shall, eternally, abide in the Paradise.

In the next three verses, polytheists have been addressed directly and their notion that
man has been created without any sublime purpose has been contradicted. Man has a
purpose. Man has been created to act freely but responsibly and establish justice and
equity in the world by exploiting its resources and hence, he shall have the accountability
of his actions on the Day of Judgement. In the final verse, the Messenger has been taught
the same prayer which the polytheists used to ridicule, implying that the Messenger and
his followers shall succeed as the ridiculed believers mentioned in the one hundred and
ninth verse had succeeded.
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Inthe name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

Certainly prosper the believers

Who humble and submit them-
selves (to Allah) during their
prayers,

And who keep away from nonsense

And who act on (the canons of)
purification.

And who guard their private parts
against  (illicit sexual inter-
course)

Except from their wives or whom
their right hands possess because
they shall, in that case, be without
being blamed.

But (those believers) who seek to go
beyond such (limits as given above
are the people) who shall exceed the
properbounds

And who keep (are faithful to) their
trusts and their obligations
(commitments)

And who persevere at their (five
obligatory) prayers.

10. Such (people as the above) are
going to be the heirs

11. Who will inherit the Paradise: they
shall abide in it eternally.

12. And We created man from the
essence of clay.
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13. And then, We lodged him as a
spermatozoon in a strong receptacle
(womb).

14. Then, We developed (caused to

grow and differentiate along lines

natural to it) the spermatozoon into
an embryo and then, We developed
the embryo into a foetus and then,

We developed the foetus into (a

skeleton of) bones and then, We

clothed (covered) the bones with
flesh and then, We shaped him into
another creature; so, Sublime and

Sanctified is Allah, the Best

Creator.

15. Then, you are, after such (an

astonishing development), cer-

tainly, going to die.

16. Then, all of you shall be resu-

rrected (raised from the dead) on the

Day of Resurrection (for accoun-

tability).

17. And We have created, above you,

seven heavens (layer on layer) and

We have never been unmindful of

(Our) creation.

18. And We send water from the cloud

in (a proper) quantity and then,

settle it on the Earth and We,
certainly, possess power to cause its
disappearance.

19. Consequently, We grow gardens of

date palms and grapevines for you

by it (the water): for you, in them

(those gardens), there is abundant

fruit and you eat (make a living)

from them.
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

And (We grow for you) a tree (the
olive tree), originating from the
Mount Sinai, growing with oil and
gravy (to dip their bread in) for
caters.

And, in fact, among the cattle, there
is food for thought for you: We give
you to drink, from what is in their
bellies, (healthful milk) and, for
you, in them, there are many (other)
benefits and you eat (the meat of)
some of them.

And you are carried on them (their
backs) and on board feluccas (small
coasting vessels).

SECTION 2

And We sent Noah to his people and
he said (to them), "O my people!
Serve (render exclusive obedience
to) Allah other than Whom you do
not have any deity: do you not, then,
fear associating anyone with Him?"

Then, his people's leaders who
disbelieved said, "This (man) is not
(amessenger) but a man like you: he
wants to gain superiority over you
and if Allah had willed (to guide us),
He would have sent angels: we have
not heard of such (a thing) among
our forefathers of old.

He is no more than a man (who
is suffering) from insanity and
hence, let us wait for some time
about him."

He said, "O my Rabb! Help me
because they have belied and
denied me."
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27. Then, We inspired him, "Make a
felucca (the ark) under Our eye and
Our inspiration and when Our
sentence (punishment) comes and
the circular earthen oven spurts
(into an inundation of water), you
must, then, go aboard it (the
felucca) with a pair (male and
female) of every (animal) and your
adherents except, among them,
(those people) against whom the
warmning (of being drowned in the
flood) has, already, preceded _and
you must not speak to Me on behalf
of (those people) who have been
doing wrong _ all of them are
going to be drowned (in the flood).

28. Hence, when you and (all those
people) who are with you have gone
aboard the felucca, you must, then,
say, ‘Glory (abiding praise and
thanksgiving) to Allah Who has
rescued us from the wrongdoing
people.’

29. And say, ‘O my Rabb! Grant me to

land at (a place with) a blessed

landing and You are the best to bring
toalanding."

30. Insuch (an account as given above)

there are, indeed, lessons (for

thinking people) and We, certainly,
put (human beings) to tests.

31. Subsequently, We brought into

being other communities after

them.

32. Then, We sent a messenger among

them from them (with the

message), "Serve (render exclusive
obedience to) Allah other than
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Whom you do not have any deity:

do you not, then, fear disobeying

Him?"

SECTION 3

33. And his people's leaders, who
disbelieved in and belied and
denied appearing before (Allah for
accountability) in the afterworld
and whom We had provided with
opulence and luxury, leading them
to committing excesses in the life of
the world, said, "This (man) isnot (a
messenger) but a man like you. He
eats what you eat and drinks what
you drink.
34. And if you obey a man like
yourselves, you shall, then, be
losers (misled and ruined).
35. Does he threaten you that, after you
have died and turned into dust and
(crumbling) bones, you shall be
raised from the dead?
36. How far-fetched! How prepost-
erous is what you are being
threatened with!
37. There is nothing (beyond) it except
our life of the world we die and live
in and we are not going to be
resurrected (raised from the dead).
38. He is no more than a man who
forges falschood against Allah and
we are not going to submit
ourselves to him."
39. (Their messenger) said, "O my
Rabb! Help me because they have
belied and denied me."
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40. (Allah) said, "In a little while, they
shall be left repenting.”
41. Consequently, a blast seized them
according to the true (threat of the
messenger) and then, We turned
them into scum and rubbish (swept
by a torrent); hence, ruined were the
wrongdoing people!
42. Subsequently, We brought into
being other communities after
them
43. Neither does any community
precede its term nor do they (its
people) delay (itsterm)
44. Then, We sent Our messengers one
by one: whenever its messenger
came to a community, (its people)
belied and denied him and hence,
We made them (those commu-
nities) follow one another (the way
to ruin) and made them tales; hence,
ruined were the people who did not
believe!
45. Then, We sent Moses and his
brother Aaron with Our miracles
and clear commission
46. To Pharaoh and his nobles, but they
displayed arrogance and they were
ahaughty people.
47. Hence, they said, "Shall we submit
ourselves to two men like us while
the people of both ofthese (men) are
in subjection tous?"
48. They, therefore, belied and denied
both of them and hence, they came
to be among those who perished.
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49. And We gave Moses the Book
(Torah) so that they might follow
the right path.

50. And We made Mary's son and his

mother a miracle and We sheltered

both of them on a plateau affording
apeaceful abode and flowing water.
SECTION 4

51. O messengers! (Enjoy) eating pure

and good foods and act righteously:

I have full knowledge of what you

do.

52. And, indeed, this community of

yours (messengers) is a single

community (fellowship or frater-
nity) and 1 am your Rabb and
hence, all of you must fear Me.

53 But (succeeding peoples) fell out

into factions / schisms over what

they were enjoined among
themselves: every faction rejoices
inwhatit has.

54. Hence, leave them through their

exuberance (excess of ignorance

and neglect) for some time.

55. Do they think that, whatever

property and sons We are helping

them with,

56. We are striving to make an addition

of excellent things for them? On the

contrary, they have no consciou-
sness (of what will befall them).

57. Indeed, (those people) who are

apprehensive of their Rabb's dread

(awe),

, ln-\-ao)\-‘.)u—'-u' : \g‘:;?”}

‘O\ )//,} ,

u_).L.f-

P 2P

ooy (510 15

~Arer s S I s Py

Wgsles 2ok :ZJ((/u" e

sor

JJJ’U‘J’J’Jdl

<4 /

L'_T

[ 4 -l/

e 31;;’ 4 ,<..L.»3;;

O J__-"/
\g

id s )) ;’v }/ ,-«; -'//’
A)\ o Ar
o

.22 ,//

EOR
O RRCSSSNy I

Pl

w,,dbwm

%;//-.f

”

A)\ 7 3per GE sota e s 2B
_)Ja...sﬁ J\J-\drlél.a

v N NS N N T N T

T N N N T T T T T N T N N N N

T N N N NS N N N N NS N N

S N N N T N T NI N N N, T T N T N N N N NS N N N N N Nl Nl N N N N

555




Suratulmu’minoon 23

NENZNZN AN EN NN

Believers

YY O gkl 3y g

NN N N N N N N N e N N N AN N N N A N N e N N AN e N N A NN N AN NN o N e N N

NN N ZN PN N EN N ZN NN PN N Z N PN NN

N N N N e N A N e N N N N N N N AN A N A N N A N N A N AN N N N A N N e N NN ACNA e NN N A N

NN AN NN RN NF RN R ENA R

58. And (those people) who believe in
their Rabb’s verses,
59. And (those people) who do not
attribute an associate to their Rabb,
60. And (those people) who give what
they give and their hearts keep
trembling with fear that, to their
Rabb, they are goingtoreturn
61. Such are (the people who are)
striving for excellent things and
they are going to excel (in getting)
them.
62. And We do not impose (a difficult
task) on anyone except (what is
within) one's ability and We have a
record (of all human actions) that is
going to tell (every one's actions)
truly; and they shall not be
wronged.
63. On the contrary, their hearts are in
the exuberance (of ignorance and
neglect) of this (record) and they
have actions other than such (as
believers do and) they will continue
to do them (misdeeds),
64. Till, when We seize their oppulent,
luxurious (leaders), led to excesses,
in punishment, they will, then, start
lowing (like bulls) in supplication.
65. Do not low (like bulls) in
supplication today, you shall not be
helped by Us.
66. My verses were, certainly, recited
before you (by Our Messenger) and
then, you used to turn back from
(them),

/}-J.,/ }’{‘/

u;u_ymowb 2ol

‘

.»’
(s
/ > u”

"9 u_r-’v o

. A v),

rrardly

Lo s T AeRT o

Islebergsacndly

diod

A

AL I
vfwup-v Sl oL Laclglyl

®

2 G IS s

/'}/)/.-/

0)4\-\9\1 )_)‘}-L“,L.»

CU‘:O;\QAJ}T;LJ\:L;’: /fé(::,:.&
5;.\.:‘;—//”
RS AT
OF ’/’Ybﬁ,\ j}.;-
e

e

v N NS N N T N T

T N N N T T T T T N T N N N N

T N N N NS N N N N NS N N

S N N N T N T NI N N N, T T N T N N N N NS N N N N N Nl Nl N N N N

556




Suratulmu’minoon 23

NENZNZN AN EN NN

Believers

Yy C)‘,LA}U 8) g

NN N N N N N N N e N N N AN N N N A N N e N N AN e N N A NN N AN NN o N e N N

NN N ZN PN N EN N ZN NN PN N Z N PN NN

NN AN NN NN AN R ENF

N N N N e N A N e N N N N N N N AN A N A N N A N N A N AN N N N A N N e N NN ACNA e NN N A N

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

Displaying arrogance towards him:
you used to dissociate yourselves
from him (the Messenger's recita-
tion and keep) conversing by night.

Do they not, then, ponder the Word
(Quraan) or to them has come what

had not come to their forefathers of
old?

Or do they not recognize their
messenger and hence, (that is why)
they refuse to acknowledge him?

Or do they say (that) he is (suffering
from) insanity? On the contrary, he
has brought them the truth and most
of them are haters of the truth

(Quraan).

And if the truth had followed their
passions, the heavens and the Earth
and (all those creatures) that are
throughout them would have been
disrupted (thrown into disorder); on
the contrary, We have brought them
their own book (the Quraan), but
they turn away (rejecting) their own
book.

Are you asking any remuneration of
them? But then, your Rabb's
remuneration is the best and He is
the Best Sustainer.

And you are, certainly, inviting
them to the straight path,

While (those people) who do not
believe in the afterworld have,
certainly, deviated from the (right)
path.

And if We have mercy on them and
remove some of the distress (the
famine) through which they (are
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going), they shall persist in their

excess of doing wrong and

committing sins, bewildered (in

their straying from the right path).
76. And indeed, We had seized them
(peoples like the Makkans) in
punishment, but they had neither
submitted themselves to their Rabb
nor entreated (Him) humbly.
77. Till, when We opened the gate
bringing violent punishment on
them, they were, all of a sudden, in
despair about it.

SECTIONS 5

78. And (it is) He Who has created ears
and eyes and hearts for you; little do
you thank (Him for such blessings).
79. And (it is) He Who increases you
rapidly in numbers throughout the
Earth and to Him all of you shall be
gathered up.
80. And (it is) He Who gives life and
causes death and to Him belongs the
alternation of night and day; do you
not, then, exercise your reason?
81. On the contrary, they say (exactly)
what (the same that) the peoples of
oldhadsaid
82. They used to say, "Shall we, when
we have died and turned into dust
and (crumbling) bones, be, really,
resurrected (raised from the dead)?
83. In fact, we have been threatened
and, earlier, our forefathers (had,
also, been given) such (a threat)
this (threat) is nothing but (one of)
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34.

85.

86.

87.

8.

9.

90.

91.

the legends of the ancients" (the
peoples of old).

Say, "Whom do the Earth and (all
those creatures) that are throughout
her (the Earth) belong to if you have
knowledge?"

They shall say, "To Allah." Say, "Do
younot, then, bear (it) in mind?"

Say, "Who is the Rabb of the seven
heavens and the Rabb of the
sublime throne" (the Sovereign of
the entire cosmos)?

They shall say, "To Allah" (they
belong). Say, "Do you not, then,
fear disobeying (him) / associating"
(anyone with Him)?

Say, "Who is the (Being) in Whose
hand (is vested) the sovereignty of
everything and Who protects and
against Whom none can be
protected, if you know?"

They shall say, "To Allah" (belongs
such a sovereignty). Say, "Where
are you, then, being deceived?"

On the contrary, We have brought
them the truth and they are
certainly, liars.

Allah has neither any children nor
does He have any deity with Him. If
it were so, every deity would
take away with (him) what he
created and one (deity) would
overwhelm the other (deity); Allah

is free from (all such)
imperfections being beyond what
they allege (to Him).
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92. He knows the unseen and the seen
and hence, He is sublime, being
beyond what they attribute (to him).

SECTION 6

93. Say, "O my Rabbd! If you show me
what they are being threatened
with,

94. O my Rabb! Do not, then, include
me among the wrongdoing people."

95. And We, certainly, possess power
that We should show you what We
are threatening them with.

96. (O Messenger)! "You must repel
evil by what is the best (in the best
way); We know best what they
allege" (to you).

97. And say, "O my Rabb! 1 seek your
protection from the evil suggestions
of devils.

98. And I seek your protection, O my
Rabb, that they should come to
me."

99. (They shall continue doing wrong),
till, when death comes upon anyone
of them, he will say, "O my Rabb!
Return me (to the life of the world),

100.So that I may act righteously, in (the
possessions) which I have left." Not
at all; it is merely an utterance
which he is uttering and beyond
them, there is an interval (an
intervening time, extending from
death) up to the Day when all of
them shall be resurrected (raised
from the dead for accountability).
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Day, nor will they inquire about
(one another's condition).

102.Consequently, (those people)
whose (actions on) scales are heavy
shall (be the people who) are going
to prosper.

103.And (those people) whose (actions
on) scales are light (will be the
people) who shall damn them-
selves, abiding in the Hell eternally.

104.The fire (of the Hell) shall scorch
their faces and, with their teeth
bared in scowl, they will be
writhing in pain in it.

105."Were My verses not recited before
you and then, you used to belie and
deny them?" (Allah will say to
them).

106.They will say, "O our Rabb! Our
wretchedness had prevailed over us
and we were a misguided people.

107.0 our Rabb! Take us out of it and if
we do so again, we will, in that case,
be wrongdoers."

108.(Allah) will say, "Make off (and
stay) in it (ignominiously) and do
not talk to Me.

109.There was a group of My servants
(those believers who used to render
exclusive obedience to Me) who
used to say, ‘O our Rabb! We believe
and hence, forgive us and have
mercy on us and You are the Most
Merciful.’
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110. At that time, you used to subject
them to ridicule till they (ridiculing
them time and again) made you
neglect My reminder / book
(revealed to the Messenger) and you
were used to laughing at them.

111.1 have rewarded them, today,

because they had been patient (in

the world) they are, certainly, going
to triumph."

112.(Allah) will ask (them), "How many
years had you stayed on the Earth?"

113. They will say, "We had stayed for a
day or a part of a day (in the world)
and You, had better, ask those good
atcounting."

114.He will say, "You had not stayed (in
the world) but for a little (while), if
only you had known" (it in the
world)!

115.Do you, then, think that We have
created you without any purpose
and that you will not be brought
back to Us?

116.But Allah, the true Sovereign, is
sublime (the most exalted), other
than Whom there is no deity, the
Rabb of the sublime throne (the
Sovereign of the entire cosmos).

117. And whoever prays to, along with
Allah, any other deity  there is no
proof of it shall have his
accountablllty ~with (Allah), his
Rabb; disbelievers shall never
prosper.

118. And say, "O my Rabb! Forgive (me)
and have mercy (on me) and You are
the Most Merciful."
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