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SURATUNNOOR (24)

The Suratunnoor complements the Suratulmu'minoon in that the former regulates the
nascent Islamic Community by the laws of the Shari ‘ah and healthy social norms. Polity
and plurality are the core of Islam and they have, only been referred to, in the latter from
the first verse to the eleventh verse and then, from the fifty-seventh verse to the sixty-first
verse. Besides, Jihaad and Qitaal, (struggling and fighting for Islam) as referred to in the
Suratulhajj, cannot go without a regulated, disciplined, and devoted polity. Hence, the
Suratunnoor which has been explicitly stated to be obligatory, to stress its importance in
the fortification of the Islamic Community, proceeds to ban illicit sexual intercourse
which has always been a splitting factor in every society. The very second verse of the
Surah prescribes the punishment for unmarried men and women committing illicit
sexual intercourse, and the mode of implementing the law. As for married men and
women committing it, the Messenger has prescribed their punishment to be stoned to
death on proof. The fourth verse prescribes the punishment of false accusers and from the
sixth verse to the ninth verse, the mode of establishing accusation between husband and
wife has been dealt with. The Surah proceeds, from the eleventh verse to the twenty-sixth
verse, to deal with the slander which a group of hypocrites had forged against one of the
wives of the Messenger. While the Surah contradicts the slander, it prescribes four
witnesses for proof, condemns and bans rumour-mongering, decries the spread of
obscenities among the believers, and warns the erring not to follow in the Devil's
footsteps otherwise a healthy and clean Community will not take shape. The verses, from
the twenty-third to the twenty-sixth, warn the slanderers, accusers, and the erring
hypocrites further.

While Islam contemplates a healthy society and plugs up all the loopholes promoting
sensuality, it honours privacy as well and hence, the verses, from the twenty-seventh to
the twenty-ninth, place healthy restrictions on free social intercourse and the thirtieth
and thirty-first verses enjoin men and women to lower their eyes. Women have, further,
been enjoined not to show their adornments to anyone except the persons mentioned in
the thirty-first verse. In the thirty-second verse, the Islamic Community has, expressly,
been enjoined not to leave any marriageable person unmarried, thereby striving to
prevent illicit sexual intercourse from the Islamic Community. To achieve the same end,
the thirty-third verse advises poor believers to practise abstinence till they are enriched
and rich believers to facilitate the freedom of male slaves under them and not compel
female slaves to engage in prostitution. The result was the birth of a clean society the like
of which has never been seen in the world. Besides, it paved the way for the gradual
elimination of slavery. Such guidance comes from the Quraan for a Community based
onAllah's fear.

The Surah, then, from the thirty-fifth verse to the fortieth verse, contrasts light  Islam
with darkness  kufr (rejection of Islam). Islam is the light of the cosmos, that is, the
entire cosmos submits itself to His law. This light shines in the hearts of the people who
submit themselves to Him and follow the Messenger and the Quraan. But those

v N NS N N T N T

T N N N T T T T T N T N N N N

T N N N NS N N N N NS N N

S N N N T N T NI N N N, T T N T N N N N NS N N N N N Nl Nl N N N N

563




Suratunnoor 24 The Light Yt )):J‘ DY

NN N ZN PN N EN N ZN NN PN N Z N PN NN

NN AN NN NN AN R ENF

N N N N e N A N e N N N N N N N AN A N A N N A N N A N AN N N N A N N e N NN ACNA e NN N A N

people who disbelieve follow mirage and perish in darkness upon darkness.

The Surah, again, for the benefit of those lost in darkness, marshals arguments from
natural phenomena from the forty-first verse to the forty-fifth verse. All the creations
and creatures throughout the cosmos acknowledge His omnipotence, submit themselves
to Him, and declare Him free from any imperfection  follow His law being impeccable
and perfect. Allah who has such power and authority has revealed the Quraan to guide
human beings, argues the forty-sixth verse. But hypocrites do not submit themselves to
itand remain divided in their loyalty to the Messenger as the Surah, in its verses from the
forty-seventh to the fiftieth, amply shows. The believers, on the contrary, submit
themselves, entirely, to the Messenger  the ideal conduct as shown in the fifty-first and
fifty-second verses. But hypocrites' conduct belies their claim. Hence, they must obey
Allah and His Messenger unconditionally. The fifty-fifth verse, then, promises absolute
power and authority to such believers. The Surah, again, stresses total obedience to the
Messenger and warns the polytheists in the fifty-seventh verse.

The Surah, then, proceeds to answer certain questions as regards the placing of
restrictions on free social intercourse from the twenty-seventh verse to the thirty- first
verse. The fifty-eighth and the fifty-ninth verses limit the movements of girls, boys, and
servants. The women past the age of marriage, the sixtieth verse rules, may, however,
remove their scarves off their heads without exposing their adornments. The sixty-first
verse clarifies that healthy social contacts, subject to certain restrictions, are always
desirable and they must continue and be promoted.

The sixty-second and sixty-third verses distinguish between the conduct of firm
believers and that of the hypocrites who are warned of grievous punishment, if they
persist in opposing the Messenger. The final verse tells them that Allah knows well what
they have been doing and on their return to Him, He shall tell them everything.
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( SURATUNNOOR >

CH88)

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

1. (It is) a chapter which We have
revealed (to the Messenger) and
made it obligatory on (all the
believers) and revealed clear verses
(enjoinments and warnings) in it so
that you may bear (them) in mind.

2. Hence, you must flog a hundred
lashes to each of the two, a woman
committing an illicit sexual
intercourse and a man committing
an illicit sexual intercourse and
compassion for both of them must
not move you (to leniency) in
(implementing fully) Allah's law, if
you believe in Allah and the Last
Day and a gathering of believers
must witness the punishment of
both of them.

3. A man committing an illicit sexual
intercourse shall not marry (any
other believing woman) but a
woman committing an illicit sexual
intercourse or a woman attributing
(a deity to Him) and, (as for) a
woman committing an illicit sexual
intercourse, (no believer) shall
marry her but a man committing an
illicit sexual intercourse or a man
attributing (a deity to Him); and
such (marriages) are, hereby,
declared unlawful for all the
believers.

4. And, you must flog eighty lashes to
(those false accusers) who blame
(an 1illicit sexual intercourse) on
chaste women and then, do not
produce four witnesses and you
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must never accept any evidence
they have (that they produce for or
against anyone); and such (people
as the above) are transgressors
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

gang among you; you should not
think that it is bad for you: on the
contrary, it is good for you,;
whatever sin everyone, among
them, committed belongs to him;
and he who, among them, took the
main part (in forging the slander)
shall have a terrible punishment.

Why did, when all of you heard it,
the believers and the believing
women not think well of
themselves and say? "This is a (case
of) clear slander."”

Why did they not produce four
witnesses for (in support of) it? But,
since they have not produced any
witnesses, they are, therefore, (the
people) who are liars in Allah's
view.

And if Allah's bounty and His
mercy had not been (showered) on
you in the world and the after-
world, a terrible punishment would
have afflicted you for (as the
penalty of) what you were dwelling
on (unthinkingly).

(Remember) when you were
reporting it (from person to person)
with your tongues and uttering by
your mouths what you had no
knowledge of and you were taking
it lightly, while with (in the
judgement of) Allah, it was a
serious (matter).

And why did you not, when you
heard it, say? "It is not proper for us
to talk about it _  free from
imperfections are You (Allah)
this is a terrible slander."

Allah exhorts you that you must
never revert to such (a practice)
again, if you are believers.
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23. In fact, (those people) who blame
(acts of illicit sexual intercourse) on
chaste, ingenuous believing women
are cursed in the world and the
afterworld and they shall have a

terrible punishment

24. Onthe Day, when their own tongues
and their own hands and their own
feet bear witness, against them, of
what they have been doing (in the

world),

25. On that Day, Allah shall pay them
up their just deserts (their deserved
rewards or punishments) and they
shall know that (it is) Allah Who is

justice manifest.

26. Impure (unchaste) women belong
to (are suited to) impure men and
impure men belong to impure
women: while pure (chaste) women
belong to (are suited to) pure men
and pure men belong to pure
women; such (men and women as
are pure) are free from what they
(the hypocrites) say (about them):
they shall have forgiveness and
honourable sustenance (in the
afterworld).

SECTION 4

27. Othe people who believe! You must
not enter any houses other than your
own houses till you familiarize
yourselves with and salute (may
peace be on you) their inmates (the
occupants of the houses); such (a
practice) is the best for you so that
you may bear in mind (the sanctity

of privacy).
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28. But, if you do not find anyone in
them (those houses), you must not
enter them till you are permitted and
if you are told to go back, you must,
in that case, go back: it is the purest
for you; and Allah has full
knowledge of what you do.

29. There is no sin against you that you
enter such unoccupied houses as
have some benefit for you in them;
and Allah knows what you reveal

and what you conceal.

30. (O Messenger)! "Tell all the belie-
vers that they must lower their eyes
(out of modesty) and protect their
private parts; such (a line of
conduct) is the purest for them:
Allah is, certainly, cognizant of

what they do.

31. And tell all the believing women
that they must lower their eyes and
protect their private parts and must
not show their adornment except
what appears of it (by itself) and
they must cover their breasts with
(rectangular sheets of) cloth (besi-
des covering their heads and waists)
and they must not show their
adornment (to anyone) except their
husbands or their fathers or the
fathers of their husbands or their
sons or the sons of their husbands or
their brothers or the sons of their
brothers or the sons of their sisters
or their (familiar and serving) wo-
men or whatever (slaves) their right
hands possess or, among men, those
who are dependants without (any
sexual) desire or such boys as are, as
yet, uninitiated into the hidden parts
of women and they (women) must
not stamp their feet so as to be
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known any of their adornment
which they have hidden; and all of
you, O believers, must turn to Allah
repentantly so that you may prosper.

32. And you must join in marriage all
the singles (unmarried males or
females) among you (your society)
and, also, such of your male slaves
and female slaves as are justly
capable (of maintaining marriages);
if they are poor, Allah shall enrich
them from His bounty; and Allah
expands (sustenance), has
knowledge.

33. And (those people) who cannot

afford to marry must abstain (from

any illicit or obscene act) till Allah
enriches them from His bounty
and you must enter into an
agreement in writing with those of
whom your right hands possess and
who seek alkitaaba (freedom from
your bondage by paying an agreed

amount of money or rendering a

certain period of service), if you

come to know of some good in them
and you should, also, give them

(something) from Allah's wealth

which He has given you; and you

must not compel your female slaves

(to engage in) prostitution, if they

intend to be chaste, in order to seck

the ephemeral gains of the life of the
world; and whoever compels them,

(must know that) Allah is, after (his)

compelling them, certainly,

forgiving, merciful."

34. And We have, certainly, revealed

the clear verses (injunctions of the

Quraan) to you and, also, the

account of some (of the punished

peoples) who have preceded (gone
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35.

36.

37.

38.

before) you and an exhortation for
the fearing.

SECTION 5

Allah is the light of the heavens and
the Earth (the cosmos); an image of
His light is like a niche in which
there is a lamp: the lamp is within a
glass vessel: the glass vessel is like
a star shining brightly, being
kindled from (the oil) of the blessed
olive tree,* neither eastern nor
western, its oil close to shining even
if fire does not touch it; light upon
light: Allah guides whom He wills
to His light and Allah gives
examples for human beings and
Allah has knowledge of every-
thing

(Found) in houses (mosques):
which Allah has enjoined that they
must be raised up and His name
mentioned in them, Him, alone,
declare free from imperfections in
them (mosques) morning and
evening,

Men whom neither trade nor buying
and selling distracts from remem-
bering Allah and performing the
obligatory prayer and paying zakaat
(for) they fear the Day during which
hearts and eyes shall be unsteady,

With the result that Allah shall
reward them in the best manner for
what they do and grant them more
from His bounty and Allah gives
(His) sustenance whom He wills
without limiting / straitening.
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39. And the deeds of those (people)
who disbelieve are like amirage ina
level barren sandless tract of land
without depressions and elevations:
athirsty man takes it to be water, till,
when he comes to it, he does not
find it (water) at all while he finds
Allah by it and hence, He pays him
up his due and Allah is swift at
accountability.
40. Or (the case of a disbeliever is) like
darkness upon darkness in a
fathomless ocean (upon whose
surface) there spread waves on
waves and above them there is (a
stretch) of cloud (overcast); (layers
of) darkness upon darkness, one
upon another: when he takes out his
hand, he can, hardly, see it and he
whom Allah does not grant any light
cannot have any light.

SECTION 6
41. Do you not see that (all those) that
are throughout the heavens and the
Earth and birds spreading their
wings while flying declare Allah
free from imperfections? Everyone
(of them) knows its (way) of
praying and declaring (Him) free
from imperfections and Allah
knows what they do.
42. And to Allah belongs the sove-
reignty of the heavens and the Earth
and to Allah is to be the return (of
all).
43. Do you not see that Allah urges
clouds (gently in some direction)
and then, He joins them together
and then, He turns it into a cumulus
(a cloud formation consisting of
rounded masses heaped on each
other above a horizontal base) and
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then, you see rain falling from
within it (the cumulus) and He, also,
sends some hail from the
cumulonimbus (cumulus cloud
often spread out in the shape of an
anvil extending to great heights)
owing to the mountain peaks
(rising) into it (the cumulonimbus)
and then, He smites whom He wills
with it (the hail) and diverts it from
whom He wills: the flash of its
lightning is at the point of depriving
eyesight.
44. Allah alternates night and day  in
such (an alternation) there is,
certainly, food for thought for those
possessing insight.
45. And Allah creates all the living
beings from water and hence,
among them, there is (a species of
living beings) that creeps on its
belly; and, among them, there is (a
species of living beings) that walks
on its two feet and, among them,
there is (a species of living beings)
that walks on four feet; Allah
creates what He wills; Allah,
indeed, possesses absolute power
and authority over everything.
46. We have, already, revealed the
verses (of the Quraan) expounding
(the guidance); and Allah guides
whom He wills towards the straight
path.
47. And they say, "We believe in Allah
and in the Messenger and we obey,"
and then, a group of them turns
away after such (a claim); and such
(people) are notbelievers.
48. And when they are called to Allah
and His Messenger in order that he

RIS A L T
By ds pL )K/go ;_Cf'b‘;’“j“’_.)
O P S td
() 2y

P
Auirs ~ PRI TS

L% C/ Y A%
VoAl AN ISR
cE

z
o s RIS C

&t
. e e WS ers AT
. » . . v wle
cé:jﬂed‘&“iw;vre‘;\-‘u:‘;\ebﬁ’"“b
or L as s * LR LA

€ g o e '
e\ et ey de st A

2
S

. P IR T IR P TIPS CE ¥ P

sl JE=de ) Uil gl

LY

7O
()

,"’// . - vrp st E- /.4/,: .7 ”‘,"f./ 9/.:

rd

O .7 >4 z ‘/
;:—:%“;!’wfd‘;

1,,,:) ol PRI E SR P
RYCHAC BN P Y P e e
i TPV T SR S

EE A A Moty

AN . A

B s gt P T RS S
P \s}\(:,-._q({,.__{ Ayl 151515

v N NS N N T N T

T N N N T T T T T N T N N N N

T N N N NS N N N N NS N N

T N N N N N N N S N NS N S N N T

N NN N N N N T T N N N N T N N

574




Suratunnoor 24

NENZNZN AN EN NN

The Light

Ve 5yl 6y pm

NN N N N N N N N e N N N AN N N N A N N e N N AN e N N A NN N AN NN o N e N N

NN N ZN PN N EN N ZN NN PN N Z N PN NN

N N N N e N A N e N N N N N N N AN A N A N N A N N A N AN N N N A N N e N NN ACNA e NN N A N

NN AN NN NN AN R ENF

(the Messenger) should judge

among them, a faction of them,

then, turns away.
49. And if the claim is in their favour,
they come to him submissively.
50. Isthere any disease in their hearts or
do they doubt or do they fear that
Allah and His Messenger will act
wrongfully towards them? On the
contrary, (the people) such (as
these) are wrongdoers.

SECTION 7

51. But the believers' response, when
they are called to Allah and His
Messenger so that he should judge
among them, is that they say, "We
hear and we obey." And such
(people) are going to prosper.
52. And (those people) who obey Allah
and His Messenger and fear Allah
and guard against disobeying Him
are such (people) as are going to
succeed.
53. And they (the hypocrites) swear by
Allah, at full strain in their oaths, if
you command them, they shall go
out (on any expedition) say, "Do not
swear: obedience is universally
known; Allah is, certainly,
cognizant of what youdo."
54. Say, "Obey Allah and obey the
Messenger: but, if you turn away, he
is, only, responsible for what has
been imposed on him and you are
responsible for what has been
imposed on you and if you obey
him, you will find the right path;
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and there is no other obligation on

the Messenger but the clear

communication" (of the message).
55. Allah promises (those people) who D (K A /\:’ j\' ‘T:‘g
believe and do good deeds, among -

you, that He shall grant them e < &JY\ 3 ..].- J
sovereignty on the Earth as He had - -

granted sovereignty to (those \Jj‘»‘ IR Gt - j“
believers) who had preceded (gone z (’L“""{"JJ (“"L‘ o2 \—J_',
before) them and He shall, for their ' . LT et ;— sty

sake, establish firmly their way of ("‘" Anly Jp—*u"J\

// Fd P I X4

UA_)E..&Q\_) J—JYG"_)M

R TS T

life which He is pleased with for
them and He shall grant them peace,

in return, after their (present state & Tﬁ" Al L S

i . ) I8} .>..\_su b
of) fear; they will serve (render ('A = X
exclusive obedience to) Me without A

associating anything to Me; and
(those people) who disbelieve, after
such (a favour), are (the people)
who are the transgressors.
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56. And you must perform the
obligatory prayer and pay zakaat

C o\

and obey the Messenger so that you z ,v Mes S
are shown mercy.

57. (Those people) who disbelieve Y\ 37405 %ed ,/._
must not think that they will render ‘)") G 4"{ - .;ﬁ
Me powerless throughout the Earth; /T e {22, -
and their abode is the fire (of the MJ oL ha "

Hell) and what a bad place to arrive
in, it, certainly, is!
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SECTION 8

58. O (the people) who believe! (Those KL "”' v ”3 V_,-:\&\} ’/t::
male and female slaves) whom your g

right hands possess and (those o J.ut ﬁ‘ va_f';i:}’ A‘“S-g- -‘

children) who, among you, have not

attained the age of puberty must n\” ’QL:/ A ./.!\, g
seek your permission three times (to % o2 S ‘}‘U‘
Pl ﬂ-’/

come into your bedrooms) ;‘(j e “! e ! . vr -
before the morning obligatory Z s i \J '
prayer and, during midday, when
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you take off your clothes and after
the night obligatory prayer
(these) are three (periods) for you to
uncover your private parts (in your
bedrooms); after them (periods), it
will neither be held a sin against you
nor against them (if they visit you in
your bedrooms without permi-
ssion); you (keep on) visiting one
another reciprocally; in this way,
does Allah expound (His) verses
(injunctions) for you,; and Allah has
knowledge, wisdom.
59. And when the children, among you,
attain the age of puberty, they must,
also, seek your permission (to come
in) as (those elders) who have been
seeking permission before them; in
this way, does Allah expound His
verses (injunctions) for you and
Allah has knowledge, wisdom.
60. And among women, (as for) those
women who have ceased to bear
children (and) do not hope to marry,
it will not be held a sin against them,
if they take off their outer covering
without displaying (their) adorn-
ment; and that they abstain from
(removing it), is the best for them;
and Allah hears, knows (every-
thing).
61. There is neither any restriction
on a blind person nor any restriction
on a lame person nor any restriction
on a sick person nor on yourselves
that you eat (anything) from your
houses or your fathers'/ grand-
fathers' houses or your mothers'
houses or your brothers' houses or
your sisters' houses or your paternal
uncles' houses or your paternal
aunts' houses or your maternal
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uncles' houses or your maternal
aunts' houses or the houses whose
keys you possess or your friends'
(houses); there is no sin against you
whether you eat collectively or
separately; but, when you enter any
houses, you must, then, salute (may
peace be on you) your people, a
salutation from Allah, blessed and
good; in this way, does Allah
expound (His) verses so that you
should exercise yourreason.
SECTION 9
62. In fact, believers are only (those
people) who believe in Allah and
His Messenger and when they are
with him on an important collective
duty, they do not go (from there) till
they seek his permission; indeed,
(those believers) who seek your
permission are such (people) as
believe in Allah and His Messenger;
hence, when they seek your
permission, in a certain situation,
(to attend to an important task) of
theirs, you may, then, permit which
of them you like and seek Allah's
forgiveness for them; Allah is,
certainly, forgiving, merciful.
63. You must not treat the Messenger's
call as one another's call among
yourselves; Allah knows (those
people) who, among you, steal out
(of the Messenger's presence)
sheltering (themselves behind the
believers); hence, (those people)
who violate his command must
beware lest some visitation should
visit on them or a grievous
punishment should visit on them.
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64. Listen! Indeed, to Allah belongs
what is throughout the heavens and
the Earth: He knows what (state) you
are in and the Day all of them are
returned to Him, He shall, then, tell
them what they have done and Allah
knows everything.
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* Olive tree is a characteristic fea-
ture of the Mediterranean climate,
Jfound in every continent.
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