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SURATUNNAML (27)

The Suratunnaml continues the theme of the Quraan which originates from the Rabb of
the entire cosmos, having been brought by Gabriel as expressed in the preceding surah.
The first verse of the Surah affirms that it consists of the verses of the Quraan and the
sixth verse affirms that the Messenger is being instructed in the Quraan by Allah, the
Sole Source of wisdom and knowledge. Hence, the Quraan is the book of wisdom and
knowledge. Its message is contained, in sum, in the second and third verses. Those who
acton it prosper. Those who reject it suffer in this world and the afterworld.

As the Makkan polytheists are being called on to submit themselves to the Messenger but
to no avail, similarly Moses had called on Pharaoh's followers to submit themselves to
himbuttonoavail. The result wasthat  and the Makkan polytheists must take note of it
_they had been drowned into the Red Sea. Such is the veiled threat to them up to the
fourteenth verse.

On the contrary, David and Solomon who were great kings, had, unlike Pharaoh's
followers and Makkan polytheists, submitted themselves to the knowledge revealed to
them from their Rabb, without arrogance and defiance. Hence, they had prospered in this
world and they shall prosper in the afterworld. The Surah narrates their story from the
fifteenth verse up to the forty-fourth verse. Solomon has, throughout the narrative, been
presented as a submissive and thankful king, wielding great power and authority in
Allah's name. As Solomon had submitted himself to the revealed knowledge, similarly,
the polytheistic queen of Saba, when knowledge was imparted to her, had come to
submit herselfto Allah without arrogance and defiance. But the Thamood, dominated by
arrogance and defiance, as the Surah records, from the forty-fifth verse to the fifty-third
verse, had turned against Sealih, under their misguided leaders, like the Makkan
polytheists, and rejected the knowledge of their messenger who strove for their reforms.
The result was their annihilation. Lot's people, too, had followed suit arrogantly and
defiantly in sheer ignorance. The Surah proceeds to tell their story from the fifty-fourth
verse to the fifty-eighth verse. They had turned against their messenger gifted with the
revealed knowledge. Hence, a rain of pebbles had devastated them. Let the Quraysh,
then, ponder whether polytheism is better or the knowledge which the Messenger is
striving to impart tothem __ so suggests the Surah.

The Surah, then, proceeds, from the sixtieth verse to the sixty-sixth verse, to argue
against polytheism and for monotheism. Their deities have no revealed knowledge and
hence, they are misguided, ever labouring under doubt, whereas the Surah suggests that
the Messenger has certain knowledge which he can impartto them if only they turned to
him.

The Surah, in its sixty-seventh and sixty-eighth verses, records their negation of the
Resurrection and in the sixty-ninth verse replies to their negation by referring them
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to history. The seventieth verse consoles the Messenger at their obstinacy. The seventy-
first verse, again, records their query about the Doomsday, the Resurrection, and the
Judgement. After replying to them suitably up to the seventy-fifth verse, the Surah,
again, resumes the theme of the Quraan which not only guides the Quraysh __ the
children of Ishmael __ but also puts the record straight regarding the differences among
the children of Israel as they were instigating the Quraysh to oppose the Messenger. The
Surah, up to the eighty-first verse, consoles the Messenger not to grieve at the polytheists
as they are, to all intents and purposes, dead to the guidance of the Quraan. From the
eighty-second verse to the eighty-fifth verse, the Surah threatens them of being punished
on the Judgement Day, if they do not come to believe in the revealed knowledge. The
eighty-sixth verse directs their attention to natural phenomena such as night and day in
response to their demand of some sign of the Hour and then, an image of the Last Day has
been presented up to the ninetieth verse to convince them that it is a foregone conclusion
and they must beware of it. In the concluding three verses, the Messenger has been
commanded to declare that he submits himself to the Rabb of the Holy House and he
shall continue reciting the Quraan as a warner. As for the signs, it is up to Allah to show
them and He shall do so.
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C SURATUNNAML )

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

Taa seen, these are the verses of the
Quraan (the final recitation) and a
book expounding

The guidance and good news for the
believers

Who perform the obligatory prayer
and pay zakaat and they (are the
people who) are firmly convinced
ofthe afterworld.

Indeed, We adorn their misdeeds for
(those people) who do not believe in
the afterworld and hence, they stray
inbewilderment.

Such (are the people) who shall
have grievous punishment and they
(are the people who) shall be the
worst losers (damned) in the
afterworld.

And you are, receiving the
revelation of the Quraan from
(Allah possessing) wisdom,
knowledge.

(Imagine) when Moses said to his
family, "I perceive a fire, 1 will,
soon, bring you some information
from there or bring a flaming fire-
brand so that you may warm up"
(yourselves).

But, when he came to it (the fire), he
was called out, "Blessed is He Who
is in the fire and He Who is around it
and free from all imperfections is
Allah, the Rabb of all the worlds in
the cosmos.
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9. O Moses! I am, indeed, Allah, the
Almighty, the Sole Source of
wisdom.

10. And cast your staff" (to the ground)
__ {(Moses did accordingly.) But,
when he saw it creeping as if it were
a serpent, he took to flight and did
not turn to look backwards; "O
Moses! Do not fear: message
bearers (messengers) do not fear in
My presence.
11. But he who does wrong and then,
after (doing) evil, changes it into
good, I am, in that case, forgiving,
merciful.
12. And insert your (right) hand into the
front opening (of your shirt up to
your left armpit), it will come out
shiningly white without any
disease __ with nine miracles, (you
must proceed) to Pharaoh and his
people; they are a very trans-
gressing people."”
13. But, when Our miracles came to
them as an eye-opener, they said, "It
is clear magic."
14. And they repudiated them wrong-
headedly and arrogantly while their
hearts were firmly convinced of
them; see, then, how (terrible) was
the end of those causing wrong,
corruption, and disorder!

SECTION 2

And (as opposed to Pharaoh) We
had given David and Solomon (a
great deal of) knowledge and both
ofthem used to say, "Glory (abiding
praise and thanksgiving) to Allah

15.
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Who has granted us superiority over
most of His believing servants"
(who render exclusive obedience to
Him).
16. And Solomon succeeded David and
he said, "O human beings! We have
been taught birds' speech and given
every kind of things (resources):
this is, indeed, clear bounty."
17. And all his troops consisting of jinn
and human beings and birds were
gathered up before Solomon (for
inspection) and hence, they were
being arrayed (in battle order),
18. Till, when they reached the valley
of ants, an ant said, "O ants! Enter
your holes, Solomon and his troops
may not trample you while they are
not conscious of it."
19. He, then, smiled joyfully at its
speech and said, "O my Rabb!
Inspire (stimulate / arouse) me so
that I should thank (You) for Your
grace which You have conferred on
me and on my parents and that 1
should act so righteously as to
please You and admit me, with Your
mercy, among Your righteous
servants” (who render exclusive
obedience to You).
20. While inspecting (the troops of)
birds, he said, "Why do I not see the
hoopoe? (Is he present) or is he
among the absentees?"
21. "I will award him a violent pun-
ishment or I will slaughter him
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

or he must bring a clear excuse
(justification) before me."

But he did not stay for long and,
then, he (came back and) said, "I
know thoroughly what you do not
know thoroughly and I have
brought, from Saba, for you, certain
information.

I found a woman ruling over them
and she has been given every kind
of things (resources) and she has a
splendid throne.

I found her and her people
prostrating themselves to the Sun
excluding Allah and the Devil has
adorned their misdeeds for them
and hence, prevented them from the
(straight) path and that is why they
do not follow the right path.

(The Devil has so overpowered
them) that they do not prostrate
themselves to Allah Who takes out
all the things hidden throughout the
heavens and the Earth and knows
what you hide and what you
disclose.

Allah, other than Whom, there is no
god (worth obeying), is the Rabb of
the sublime throne" (the Sole
Sovereign of the cosmos __ an
orderly harmonious systematic
universe). §

(Solomon) said, "We will, soon, see
whether you have spoken the truth
or you are among the liars.

Go with this letter of mine and cast
it to them and then, fly apart from
them and then, watch (them
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y from a distance) what they respond”
4 (reactin response).
q
> P
] 29. She said, "O nobles! A noble letter ‘ » KA \ 164" J\;
4 has been cast tome. = ; 'J dﬂ =t Lr
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Itis from Solomon and it (begins) in
the name of Allah, the Most

Gracious, the Most Merciful,

(purporting)

You must not rise in defiance
against me and come to me
submitting yourselves."

SECTION 3

She said, "O nobles! Counsel me in
my affair: I do not decide any affair
till you participate"” (in the
deliberation).

They said, "We possess strength
and possess great martial power and
the matter is up to you and hence,
you must consider what you are
going to command" (us).

She said, "(As for) the kings, when
they enter any town (organised
human society), they throw it into
disorder and render dishonourable
the honourable among its
inhabitants and so will they do.

And T am going to send them a gift
and then, see what (reply) the
envoys return with."

Consequently, when (her envoy)
came to Solomon, he said (to him),
"Do you (want to) help me with
wealth? But what Allah has given
me is better than what He has given
you. Rather, you should rejoice in
your gifts.
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37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42,

Go back to them for we will bring
such troops against them as they
shall not have any power over them
and we will exile them from it
(Saba) dishonourably and they shall
bear ignominy” (dishonour).

He said, "O courtiers! Which of you
will bring her throne to me before
she comes to me submitting her-
self?"

A giant among the jinn said, "I will
bring it before you rise from your
seat (court) and I am strong (as well
as) trustworthy forit."

He who had, with him, the
knowledge of the Book said, "I will
bring it to you before you blink your
eyes" (in a twinkle); hence, when he
(Solomon) saw it (the throne) lying
close by him, he said, "This is some
of my Rabb's bounty in order to put
me to the test whether I thank or do
not thank and he who thanks (Allah)
thanks only for himself and he who
does not thank (does so against
himself) because my Rabb is,
certainly, self-sufficient, magnani-
mous."

He said, "Change the appearance of
her throne for her: we will see
whether she recognizes (it) or she
remains among (those persons) who
donotrecognize" (anything).

Hence, when she came, she was
asked, "Is your throne so?" She said,
"As if it were that (throne); and we
have been given knowledge earlier
(before coming here) and we have
submitted ourselves."
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43. And what she used to worship,
excluding Allah, had prevented her
(from believing in Allah): she
belonged to a disbelieving people.

44. She was told, "Enter the palace.”

But, when she saw it (its floor), she

mistook it for deep water and bared

both of her legs; (Solomon) said,

"In fact, it is a palace levelled and

smoothed down by (slabs of) glass."

She said, "O my Rabb! In fact, I

have been doing wrong to myself

and, (now), I submit myself, along

with Solomon, to Allah, the Rabb of

all the worlds in the cosmos."
SECTION 4

45. And We sent Saalih, their brother, to

the Thamood (with the message),

"Serve (render exclusive obedience

to) Allah." But then, they (divided)

into two parties, quarrelling (about
the message).

46. (Saalih) said, "O my people! Why

do you press for punishment before

the grace of guidance? Why do you
not seek forgiveness of Allah so that
you are shown mercy?"

47. They said, "We draw a bad omen
from you and (the believers) who
are with you." He said, "Your good
or bad omen is with Allah. Rather,
you are a people, being subjected to
atrial."

48. And, in the town, there were nine
gangs that used to cause wrong,
corruption, and disorder in the land
and they did not bring about any
reform.
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49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

They said, "Let us swear by Allah
mutually that we will attack him
and his followers by night and then,
tell his heir, “We did not participate
in the killing of his followers and
we are, certainly, truthful.”

And they hatched up a conspiracy
and We planned to requite them
with punishment for conspiring
while they were quite unconscious
(ofit).

Hence, consider how the outcome
of their conspiracy was We
wiped them out and their people all
together.

Hence, these are their houses, fallen
and demolished because they used
to do wrong: indeed, in such (a
story) there is, certainly, a lesson for
the people who have knowledge.

And We rescued (those people) who
believed and guarded themselves
against His disobedience.

And (We, also, sent) Lot (as a
messenger). Remember, when he
said to his people, "Do you commit
obscenity (buggery) and you (do so
with) your eyes open?

Do you copulate with males
lustfully excluding women? Nay,
you are a people steeped in
ignorance."

But there was no other response of
his people except that they said,
"Exile Lot's followers from your
town: they are such people as seek
to be purified, that is, abstain from
sodomy."
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. Hence, We rescued him and his
household except his wife  We
had ordained her to be among those
people who would be left behind.

58. And We sent the rain (of pebbles) on

them and hence, what a bad rain it

was for the (people) warned!
SECTION 5

59. Say, "Glory (abiding praise and

thanksgiving) to Allah and peace for

His servants (rendering exclusive

obedience to Him) whom He

singles out: is Allah better or (those
deities) whom they attribute?"

60. (Are your deities better or) He Who

has created the heavens and the

Earth and sends water from the

clouds for you? We, then, grow, by

it, delightful and beautiful gardens:
you have no power that you can
grow their trees: is there any other

deity with Allah? Rather, they are a

people deviating from (the truth).

61. (Are your deities better or) He Who

has made the Earth a stable place to

live on and caused rivers to flow
throughout her (the Earth) and
rooted mountains for her (the

Earth's stability) and created a

barrier between two bodies of

water? Is there any other deity along
with Allah? On the contrary, most of
them do notknow.

62. (Are your deities worthy of
obedience or) He Who hears (the
prayer of) a distressed man when he

prays to Him and relieves (his)
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suffering and appoints you successors
of the land? Is there any other deity
along with Allah? Little do you bear in
mind.
63. (Are your deities worth worshipping
or) He Who guides you through the
darkness upon darkness of land and
sea and Who sends winds as good
news before His mercy (rainfall)? Is
there any other deity along with
Allah? Allah is sublime, being beyond
the associate (deities) which they
attribute.
64. (Are your deities worth praying to or)
He Who originates creation and then,
will restore it (at the Resurrection) and
Who gives you sustenance from the
heaven and the Earth? Is there any
other deity along with Allah? Say,
"Produce your proof if you are
truthful."
65. Say, "None (of the creatures) who are
throughout the heavens and the Earth
knows the unseen except Allah; and
they do not know when they will be
resurrected" (raised from the dead).
66. On the contrary, their knowledge
about the afterworld has strayed from
the right; or rather, they are in doubt
about it: nay they are blind to it.

SECTION 6
67. And (those people) who disbelieve
say, "Shall we and our forefathers,

when we have turned into dust, be,
really, taken out (of our graves)?
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68. We have been threatened of this
(happening to us) and our
forefathers (had, also, been
threatened) earlier: this (threat,
however), is no more than (one of)
the legends of the ancients" (the
peoples of old).

69. Say, "Travel through the Earth and

then, see, (for yourselves), how the

end of the criminals was!"

70. And you must neither sorrow at

them nor be in distress of what they

are conspiring (against your
message).

71. And they say, "When will this threat

(take effect), if you are truthful?"

72. Say, "It may be that some of what

you are pressing for follows you"

(immediately).

73. And your Rabb is, certainly,

possessed of (high) bounty for

human beings, but most of them do
not thank.
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77. And it is, certainly, guidance and

mercy for the believers.
78. Indeed, your Rabb shall judge
among them by His authority; and
He is the Almighty, the Omniscient.
79. Hence, you must trust in Allah: you
are, certainly, following the clear
truth.
80. You can neither make the dead hear
nor make the deaf hear any call
when they flee (take flight from the
truth).
81. And you are not going to guide the
blind out of their straying: you can,
only, make (those people) who
believe in Our verses, hear (the
message) and hence, they shall
submit themselves to (Allah).
82. And when the warning of punish-
ment comes to pass against them,
We will take out of the Earth, for
them, (a strange) animal that will
speak to them that human beings are
not convinced firmly of Our verses
(and signs).

SECTION 7

83. And (imagine) the Day when We
gather up, from every community, a
troop of (those people) who used to
belie and deny Our verses (in the
world) and then, all of them shall be

arrayed (lined up according to their
crimes),
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84. Till, when all of them arrive (appear
before Allah, He) will say, "Had all
of you belied and denied My verses
(of the books revealed to your
messengers up to the Quraan)
though you had not encompassed
them within (the range of your)
knowledge or what else had you
been doing?"

85. And the warning of punishment
shall prove to be true against them
because they had been doing wrong
(in the world) and hence, they shall
notutteraword.
86. Do they not see (consider) that We
darken night so that they may seek
repose during it and (make) day
bright and clear (so that they may
work during it)? Indeed, in such
(natural phenomena) there are
proofs (of Our providence) for the
people who believe.
87. And the Day when the trumpet is
sounded, (all those creatures) who
are throughout the heavens and (all
those creatures) who are throughout
the Earth shall, (as a necessary
consequence), be terrified (into
submission) except whom Allah
wills; and all of them shall come
(appear before) Him humbly.
88. And you see mountains which you
think to be solidly fixed while, (on
that Day), they will be floating like
the floating of clouds _  the
workmanship of Allah Who has
perfected everything; He is, indeed,
aware of what you do.
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89. He who comes (appears before Him
on the Judgement Day) with good
deeds shall, (as a necessary
consequence), have better than that
and such (people) shall be secure
against terror on that Day.

90. And the faces of those (people) who

appear (before Him) with misdeeds

shall be thrown prostrate on the fire

(and they will be told), "You are

being requited for what you used to

do" (in the world).

91. Indeed, what I have been comm-

anded is that I must serve (render

exclusive obedience to) this city's

Rabb Who has declared it holy and

to Whom belongs everything and [

have been commanded that I must
belong to those people who submit
themselves (to Him).

92. And that [ must peruse the Quraan

and hence, he who follows the right

path shall, only, follow the right
path for himself and he who strays

(from the right path shall do so

against himself). Hence, you must

say, "I belong, only, to the warners."

93. And say, "Glory to Allah. He shall

show you His signs and hence, you

shall recognize them; and your

Rabb is not unmindful of what you

are doing."
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