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SURATUL'ANKABOOT (29)

The Suratulgasas is a stern warning to the arrogant and defiant Makkan leaders bent on
persecuting the believers. The Suratul ankaboot opens with a candid utterance to
chasten the wavering believers into constancy and steadfastness in the face of
persecution and terror given free rein to by the Makkan polytheists. Allah shall know the
true from the false. But the persecutors, also, shall not go unpunished while those who
suffer and keep striving for Islam shall be excellently rewarded. If young believers'
parents pressure them into abandoning Islam, they must not do so, but treat them well.
The tenth and eleventh verses expose such weak characters further and warn them that
Allah shall know the steadfast believers from the hypocritical and opportunistic ones.
The twelfth and thirteenth verses expose such polytheists as used to shake the irresolate
further by their irresponsible utterances. The Surah, in this way, strives to convince the
suffering and persecuted believers to have patience and wait for Allah's help because
persecutors shall not go scot free. Hence, the Surah, for their encouragement and
consolation, proceeds to narrate, from the fourteenth verse to the fortieth verse, what had
happened to the persecutors of Noah, Abraham, Lot, Shu ‘ayb, Saalih, Moses, and the &
messenger sent to the "Aad. )
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All of them had been wiped out and, similarly, the Makkan persecutors shall not be
spared if they persist in their wrongdoing, defiance, and persecution. Hence, believers led
by messengers succeed and are rescued while polytheists perish because polytheism
proves to be as weak as a spider's web as pictured in the forty-first verse. The believers
must, therefore, rest in Allah and ponder the fate of the persecutors through ages. The
forty-fourth verse, further, assures the persecuted believers that Allah has created the
cosmos with justice and His justice shall appear to their entire satisfaction. The forty-
fifth verse exhorts the Messenger and, through him, all the persecuted believers to recite
the Quraan and keep to performing the obligatory prayer as it will fortify their hearts
through their trials and tribulations. The forty-sixth verse restrains the believers from
disputing with the people of the Book except excellently and, that too, by stressing
agreed points. As the Injeel and the Torah were revealed, so has the Quraan been
revealed. Those who possess the knowledge of revealed books recognize it and believe
in it. The Surah, then, from the forty-eighth verse to the fifty-second verse, proceeds to
convince them that the Quraan has been revealed to the Last Messenger who can neither
read nor write and Allah is the witness to it. As for the polytheists' demand for
punishment, the fifty-third, the fifty-fourth, and the fifty-fifth verses reply that it shall
come upon them and the Gehenna has, already, encompassed them. The fifty-sixth verse
encourages the persecuted believers to emigrate and the next three verses promise the
patient and those trusting in their Rabb excellent reward. As for their sustenance, the
sixtieth verse assures them that Allah shall take care ofit.
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From the sixty-first verse, the Surah, finally, proceeds to mention natural phenomena,
such as the Sun, the Moon, their food, and the rainfall and argue for the oneness of Allah.
If He does all such things, how can their deities be associated with Him? In fact, they do
%] not exercise their reason, concludes the sixty-third verse. If they do, they shall not exult
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in the life of the world and think of the afterworld. The sixty-fifth verse again exposes the
falseness of polytheism, when they turn to Allah alone while in a felucca hemmed in by
waves and forget their deities. But, when they are rescued to the land, they forget Allah
and thank their deities. Similarly, they enjoy all the benefits of the peaceful Holy House
in the name of Allah, but disbelieve in His oneness and believe in their false deities. They
reject the truth  the Quraon __ when it has come to them, only to make room for
themselves in the Gehenna (Hell). The last verse, on the contrary, assures the persecuted
believers suffering and striving for Allah that He shall guide them to His ways  the
ways to eternal success and salvation.
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In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

Aliflaam meem.

Do the people think that they will be
left, only, that they say, "We
believe" and they will not be tried
out?

Though We had tried out (those
peoples) who had been before them
and hence, Allah shall know (those
people) who are true (to Him) and
He shall know the lying.

Do (those people) who have been
doing evils think that they will get
the better of (Us)? Very bad is what
they judge.

Whoever fears appearing before
Allah (for accountability, must
know that) Allah's appointed time is
certain to come, and He is the
Hearer, the Omniscient.

And he who struggles (for Allah), in
fact, struggles for himself; Allah
can, indeed, dispense with all the
inhabitants of the world.

And We will remit the sins of (those
people) who believe and do good
deeds and reward them for what
they have been doing (in this world)
in the best manner.

And We have enjoined man to treat
his parents excellently and if both of
them exert their pressure on you to
attribute an associate to Me,
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which you have no knowledge of,
you must, in no case, obey both of
them; to Me is to be your return, and
then, I will tell you what you have
been doing (in the world).

And We will admit (those people)
who believe and do good deeds
among the righteous.

10. And, among the human beings,
there are some people who say, "We
believe in Allah." But, when they
are persecuted for Allah's sake, they
treat the persecution of human
beings as Allah's punishment and if
help comes from your Rabb, they
shall say, "We have been with you."
And does Allah not know best what
is (hidden) in the hearts of all the
human beings?

11. And Allah shall know (those
people) who believe and He shall
know the hypocrites.

12. And (those people) who disbelieve
say to (those people) who believe,
"Follow our way and we will bear
your sins" though they are not going
to bear any part of their sins at all:
they are, certainly, liars.

13. And they shall bear their burdens of
sins and (some more) burdens along
with their burdens and they shall be
questioned, on the Resurrection
Day, about what they have been
forging.

SECTION 2

14. And We sent Noah to his people and

hence, he stayed among them
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20. Say, "Travel through the Earth and
then, see, (for yourselves), how He
originated (brought) creation (into
existence from non-existence); and
then, Allah shall resurrect again;
indeed, Allah possesses absolute
power and authority over every-
thing."

21. He will punish whom He wills and

have mercy on whom He wills and

to Him all of you shall be returned.

22. And all of you can neither frustrate

(Him) throughout the Earth nor

throughout the heaven nor do you

have any protector nor any helper
besides Allah.
SECTION 3

23. And (those people) who disbelieve
in Allah's verses and appearing
before Him (for accountability are
such people as) are in despair of My
mercy and such (people) shall
have a grievous punishment (in the
afterworld).
24. But the response of his people was
no other than that they said, "Kill
him or burn him." But Allah rescued
him from the fire; indeed, there are
lessons in such (a story) for the
people who believe.

25. And (Abraham) said (to his people

further), "The wooden or stone

idols you have taken to (worshi-
pping as your deities) besides Allah,

(are based on) love among

yourselves in the life of the world

and then, on the Resurrection
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Day, everyone of you will reject the
other and curse one another and
your abode shall be the fire (of the
Hell) and you shall not have any
helpers, whatsoever."

Hence, Lot submitted himself to
him and (Abraham) said, "I am
going to emigrate to my Rabb:
indeed, He is the Almighty, the Sole
Source of wisdom."

And We gave him Isaac and Jacob
and kept prophethood and the Book
among his descendants and gave
him his reward in (this very) world
and in the afterworld, he shall,
certainly, be among the righteous.

And (We sent) Lot (as a
messenger). Remember when he
said to his people, "You commit
such a gross obscenity as none of
the human beings has, ever, done it
before you.

Do you copulate with males
(commit buggery _ anal
intercourse), and engage in
highway robbery and commit
enormities in your meeting places?"
But his people had no answer
except that they said, "Bring Allah's
punishment on us, if you are among
the truthful.”

He said, "O my Rabb! Help me
against a wrongdoing, disorderly,
and corrupt people.”

SECTION 4
And when Our envoys (angels)

reached Abraham with the good
news, they said (to him), "In fact,
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

we are going to wipe out the
inhabitants of this town: its inhabi-
tants are, indeed, wrongdoers."

(Abraham) said (to them), "In it,
there is Lot." They said, "We know
best who in it is. We will rescue him
and his household except his wife.
She will be among those remaining
behind."

And (it so happened that) when Our
envoys came to Lot, he felt grieved
at them and his strength failed and
he could not stand (remain firm in
the face of) them and they said,
"You must neither fear nor grieve.
We are going to rescue you and your
household except your wife who is
going to be among those remaining
/ staying behind.

We are going to bring down a
punishment from the heaven on the
inhabitants of this town because
they have been transgressing."

And We have left a clear sign of it
for the people who exercise their
reason.

And We (sent, to the people of)
Madyan, their brother, Shu ayb and
he said (to them), "O my people!
You must serve (render exclusive
obedience to) Allah and fear the
Last Day and must not go to great
lengths causing wrong, disorder,
and corruption in the land."

But they belied and denied him and
then, a violent tremor of the
earthquake seized them and, as a
result of it, all of them lay prostrate,
with faces downwards on the
ground in their houses.
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38. And (We, also, wiped out the
peoples of) the ‘dad and the
Thamood and it is clear to you from
their dwelling places (in ruins) and
the Devil had adorned their actions
(wrongdoings) for them and hence,
prevented them from the (right)
path though they were endowed
with reason and insight.

39. And (We wiped out) Qaaroon and
Pharaoh and Haamaan though
Moses had brought them clear
evidences. But they displayed
arrogance in the land though they
could not go beyond Us.
40. Hence, We punished each (of them)
for his sin and hence, among them,
there were (those people) on whom
We sent a strong wind scattering
pebbles and, among them, there
were (those people) whom a blast
seized and, among them, there were
(those people) whom We buried in
the earth and, among them, there
were (those people) whom We
drowned; and Allah was not such as
to wrong them, but they themselves
used to wrong themselves.

41. The image of (those people) who

take protectors besides Allah is like

that of the spider (which) makes a

house (web) and indeed, the

weakest of the houses is the spider's
house (web) if they only knew!

42. Indeed, Allah knows which (deity)
they pray to besides Him; and He is
the Almighty, the Sole Source of

wisdom.
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the Book (Quraan) to you; hence,
(those people) whom We had given
the Book will believe in it and
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among them, there are (those
people) who do believe in it; and
nobody repudiates Our verses but
the disbelievers.
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48. Andyou could neither, before it (the
Quraan), read any book nor write it
(with a pen) in your right hand: had
it been so, the upholders of
falsehood would have been
sceptical (about it).
49. On the contrary, it (the Quraan
comprises) clear arguments
(existing) in the hearts of (those
people) who have been given
knowledge; and nobody repudiates
Our verses except the wrongdoers.
50. And they say, "Why have miracles
not been bestowed on him from his
Rabb?" Say, "In fact, miracles are,
only, with Allah and I am, in fact,
only, aclear warnet."
51. Does it not suffice for them that We
have revealed, to you, the Book that
is being recited before them?
Indeed, in such (a revelation), there
is mercy and admonition for the
people who believe.

SECTION 6
52. Say, "Allah suffices to be a witness
between me and you: He knows
what is throughout the heavens and
the Earth and (those people) who
believe in falsehood and disbelieve
in Allah are (the people) who are the
losers (misled and ruined)."
53. And they are pressing for punish-
ment to you; and if there had not
been an appointed term, the
punishment would, certainly, have
visited upon them and it shall visit
upon them suddenly and they shall
not be conscious of it.
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54. They are pressing for punishment to
you, while the Hell has, already,
encompassed the disbelievers.

55. The Day when the punishment

overcomes them from above them

and from below their feet, (they
shall realize and then, Allah) will
say, "Taste what youused to do."

56. O My servants who believe!

Indeed, My Earth is vast and hence,

to Me, alone, you must serve

(render exclusive obedience).

57. Everybody is going to taste death,

and then, to Us all of you shall be

returned.

58. And We will lodge (those people)

who believe and do good deeds in

the upper chambers __ under which
rivers will be flowing _ of the

Paradise in which they shall abide

eternally; what an excellent reward

for the doers (of good)

59. (The people) who are patient and

trust in their Rabb!

60. And there is many an animal that

does not bear its sustenance: Allah

gives them sustenance and you,
also, (your sustenance); and He is
the Hearer, the Omniscient.

61. And if you ask them who has

created the heavens and the Earth

and subjected the Sun and the Moon
to a law, serviceably, they shall say

"Allah." Where, are, then, they,

weak-mindedly, being deterred

(from the guidance)?
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62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

Allah, (alone), expands sustenance
for whichever of His Own created
human beings He wills and straitens
(it for whom He wills); indeed,
Allah has the knowledge of
everything.

And if you ask them who sends
water from the clouds and then,
vivifies the land by it after its death,
they shall say "Allah." Say, "Glory
to Allah." But most of them do not
exercise theirreason.

SECTION 7

This life of the world is nothing but
sport and amusement; and the home
of the afterworld is, indeed, (the
place) of eternal life; if only they
knew (it)!

Hence, when they go on board a
felucca (a sailing vessel), they pray
to Allah dedicating (their)
odedience (exclusively) to Him:
but, when He rescues them (safe
from dangers) to the land, soon after
that, they start attributing associates
(to Him)

So that they may be thankless for
what We have given them and so
that they may enjoy themselves:
they shall, soon, know (the
consequence).

Do they not consider that We have
made (Makka) a secure holy place
(for them) while people are
snatched around them? Do they,
even then, believe in falsehood and
disbelievein Allah's grace?
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68. And who is the worst wrongdoer g /—i\: y. v4 a0t < sor
..\94» ‘sm\”.,.[,.\],
than he who forges falsehood P allde

against Allah or belies and denies
the truth (Quraan) when it comes to
him? Is not, in the Hell, the abode of
such disbelievers?
69. And We will guide Our ways to
those people who struggle for Us;
and Allah is, indeed, with the
beneficent (doers of good).

2 I IPR

a;;;;oum@?:»wwt
o _,0._4_——‘;“

&, S, L. - F‘/
uii"’-n;dt—'sb’ > ol

e A s 202

el C_‘_S“‘“\‘-’L’

v N NS N N T N T

T N N N T T T T T N T N N N N

T N N N NS N N N N NS N N

T N N N N N N N S N N N NS N N T

N N N NS N N N N T N N N N N N

665




	29. Al-Ankaboot

