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SURAH LUQMAAN (31)

The Surah Lugmaan consists of such verses, asserts the second verse, as proceed from
the Quraan __the book of wisdom __ and they are for the beneficent not the evildoers.
Those who profit from it shall prosper because it originates from the knowledge and
wisdom of Allah Who has done what the tenth verse specifies. But those who, without
knowledge, oppose the Quraan, ridicule it and buy diverting gossip, shall suffer
interminably and grievously. They are the arrogant and the defiant _ such is the message
of the Surah up to the eleventh verse.
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The Surah, then, proceeds to mention Lugmaan __ a sage of Yemen _ who had
submitted himself'to Allah, the Unique. Since the Quraan is the incarnation of the divine
wisdom, Lugmaan's wisdom has been mentioned as corroborative to the Quraan in that
the Makkan polytheists were, consistently, rejecting it as false and forged, little realizing
that a wise man of their own land had said what the Quraan has been inculcating upon
them. The essence of wisdom is thanksgiving to Allah and it is diametrically opposed to
polytheism being then practised by the Makkans. The Surah, from the thirteenth verseto |
the nineteenth verse, presents nine pearls of wisdom with the first being the negation of |}
polytheism. The fourteenth and fifteenth verses occur parenthetically as Allah's
enjoinment, with the rest of them being Lugmaan's advice to his son and they are the
essence of Islam.
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The Surah, then, in the first part of the twentieth verse urges the polytheists to consider
why they should thank Allah. But, instead of thanking Him for all the external and
internal blessings which He has conferred on them, they dispute about Allah. Exposing
their arrogance, the twenty-first verse concludes that they do not follow what Allah has
revealed  the Quraan __ and go on treading, unthinkingly, in the footsteps of their
forefathers. The twenty-second verse restates, in brief, the gist of Islam echoing the third
verse above. The twenty-third and twenty-fourth verses, after consoling the Messenger
in his distress for the polytheists, threaten them with a harsh punishment as they are
being led by the Devil to the Hell. Although they know that Allah has created the entire
cosmos, yet they do not acknowledge it and thank Him, though to Him, not to their
deities, belongs what is throughout the cosmos, so argue the twenty-fifth and twenty-
sixth verses. Hence, glory (adoring praise and thanksgiving) is to Him alone. His
excellent attributes are so innumerable, states the twenty-seventh verse, that they cannot
be recorded. The twenty-eighth verse is the gist of His omnipotence as shown in the
foregoing verses. In the next four verses, the Surah argues for His oneness and against
polytheism with reference to natural phenomena the observation of which results in two
types of characters __ one patient and thankful to Allah and the other treacherous and
thankless to Him.
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If Allah is so omnipotent, the thirty-third and the thirty-fourth verses assert that the
Resurrection for accountability to establish ultimate justice shall come to pass and
hence, all the human beings must fear it. But it has been kept hidden to put them to the
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test as certain matters of their daily experience mentioned in the last verse have been
withheld from their knowledge. They know that they shall take place, but absolute
certainty regarding them eludes all the human beings. Such is the certainty of the
Doomsday, the Resurrection, and the Judgement.
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Signs underlined connote that they are proof positive that Allah is Unique in exercising
His sovereignty over the entire cosmos for man's providence and hence, he must submit |
himselfto Him.
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C SURAH LUQMAAl\D
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In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

Aliflaam meem.

These are the verses of the Book of
wisdom,

Guidance and mercy for the
beneficent

Who perform the obligatory prayer
and pay zakaat and they are such
(people) as are firmly convinced of
the afterlife.

Such (people) (tread) on (the path
of) their Rabb's guidance and such
(people) are going to prosper.

And among the human beings, there
are such (people) as exchange
diverting gossips (for guidance) so
as to misguide (other human
beings) from Allah's path without
any knowledge and treat it a
laughing stock; such (people) shall
have a humiliating punishment.

And when Our verses are recited
before him, he turns away,
displaying arrogance, as if he did
not hear them, as if he had deafness
in both of his ears and hence,
announce "the good news" of a
grievous punishment to him.

(Those people) who believe and do
good deeds shall have the gardens
ofbliss.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

They are going to abide among
them ecternally: Allah's promise
(shall hold) true; and He is the
Almighty, the Sole Source of
wisdom.

He created the heavens without
pillars  you see them  and
rooted towering mountains into the
Earth so that she should not be
convulsed (shaken violently) with
you and He spread every kind of
animal throughout her (the Earth);
and We send, from the clouds, water
and then, We grow, throughout her
(the Earth), every kind of excellent
vegetation.

Such is Allah's creation: show me,
then, what (those deities) whom
(you worship), besides Him, have
created; on the contrary, the
wrongdoers are in clear error
(astray from the right path).

And We had given Lugmaan
wisdom: (We told him), "You must
thank Allah." And he who thanks
(Allah) thanks, only, for himself
and whoever is thankless (to Him
must know that) Allah is, then, self-
sufficient, praiseworthy.

And (remember) when Lugmaan
said to his son while he was
exhorting him (to virtue), "O my
son! You must not attribute an
associate to Allah: indeed, attri-
buting an associate (to Allah) is a
terrible wrongdoing."

And We have enjoined man (to
treat) both  of his parents
(beneficently): his mother carries
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him in her womb, bearing weakness
upon weakness and his weaning
occurs in two years. (Hence, We,
further, enjoin him), "Thank Me
and both of your parents: to Me is to
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be the return."
] 15. And if both of them stive to | #{, o4 “4u, 8 S fde Hignal;
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£l * ‘q - °,
: with both of them in the world in all et S czj;) X
7 fairness and follow the path of 6")/ X 8 r&i},{; S
1 whoever turns to me repentantly; z 0
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{ Allah shall bring it; Allah is, indeed, o )
! subtle, aware (well-informed). ’
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indeed, Allah does not like any self- - 2o ;
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! heavens and what is throughout the U o all, H—L e (‘<j;/ V {
E: Earth to a law serviceably for you P
7 and conferred His graces on you G.Lbj 9 ,\0 _/uu AD\\}J.LAQ»
A fully, both external and internal \.f
4 while, among the human beings, }'-\:‘ F - J ’
4 there are (those people) who dispute ‘
! about Allah without any knowledge i
! and without any guidance and
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! wholly to Allah _ and he is 2 AL - ik
E: beneficent  comes to hold the g}aj\wbw\m i
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{ end of all the matters. 9—" Y\ i 5»“';;"
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| 23. And whoever disbelieves (cannot ”" ”" "'} Tt
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harm you) and hence, his disbelief
must not grieve you; to Us is to be
their return and then, We will tell
them what they have been doing;
Allah, in fact, knows the secrets
(hidden) in human breasts.
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24. We will let them enjoy themselves a
little and then, compel them to a
heavy punishment.

25. And if you ask them who has

created the heavens and the Earth,

they will, certainly, say, "Allah."

Say, "Glory to Allah." But most of

them do notknow.

26. To Allah belongs what is

throughout the heavens and the

Earth; indeed, Allah, alone, is the

Most Self-sufficient, the Most
Praiseworthy.
27. And if all the trees that exist

throughout the Earth, turn into pens
and the ocean, seven (more) oceans
helping it after it, (turns into ink),
even then Allah's glories, (if
written), shall not come to an end:
indeed, Allah is mighty, wise.
28. Your creation and your resurrection
(the rising again to life of all the
human dead at the Last Judgement)
are nothing but like (those of) a
single person: in fact, Allah hears,
sees (everything).
29. Do you not see that Allah merges
night in day and merges day in night
and He has subjected the Sun and
the Moon to a law? Each (of them)
shall keep on moving (in space) up
to an appointed term and that Allah
is aware (well-informed) of what
youdo?
30. Such is (the case) because (it is)
Allah Who is the Truth and that
(the other deities) whom they
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pray to, besides Him, are false and
Allah, is, indeed, the Most High, the
Most Sublime.

31. Do you not see that a felucca (a
sailing vessel) sails on (the waters of)
the sea by Allah's grace so that He
should show you some of His signs;
indeed, in such (aphenomenon)
there are lessons for every person,
very patient and very thankful (to
Allah).

32. And when waves cover them like
awnings, they pray to Allah
dedicating their obedience exclu-
sively to Him, but, when He rescues
them (safe from dangers) to the land,
there are, then, among them, those
who act moderately (and others who
act immoderately); and nobody
repudiates Our verses/signs but
every person treacherous and
thankless.

33. O human beings! You must fear
disobeying your Rabb and dread the
Day when neither any father will
stand his son in good stead nor any
son will stand his father in good stead
at all; indeed, Allah's promise is true
and hence, neither the life of the
world must delude you nor any
deluder must delude you about Allah.
34. Indeed, with Allah is the knowledge
ofthe Hour of Resurrection and He
sends rain and He knows what is in
the wombs and nobody knows what
one will do (good or evil) tomorrow
and nobody knows in which land one
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