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SURAH SABA (34)

The Surah Saba begins the fifth group of surahs. It has sixteen surahs in all up to the
Suratulhujuraat. Although all the three components of the message of the Quraan _ the
unity of the Godhead, the office of bearing the divine message, and the afterworld  are
in common among all of them, yet the thrust of all of them is the affirmation of the
oneness or uniqueness of Allah. But this theme has been treated variously and
propounded differently. Hence, the thrust of the Surah Saba is thanksgiving and it is due
to Allah alone, not to any supposed deities, as the opulent Makkan polytheists, living in
ease and luxury, had presumed without any knowledge. The Surah, therefore, proceeds,
from the first verse to the ninth verse, to justify it, in this world and the afterworld, for
Allah, the Sovereign of the cosmos, the Omniscient, and the Omnipotent Creator.
Nothing is beyond His power. Nothing escapes His knowledge. He shall resurrect human
beings for accountability so as to reward the believers and punish the disbelievers
such is the quintessence of the message of the Book revealed to the Messenger and it is
acknowledged, argues the sixth verse, by all those people who have the knowledge of the
scriptures of the past or the cognition of the natural phenomena. But the opulent Makkan
polytheists, the eighth verse says, call him a forger or an insane person without
pondering his message. In response to their demand for miracles, the ninth verse draws
their attention towards the cosmos as well as threatens them to punish them.

The Surah, then, proceeds from the tenth verse to the twenty-first verse to prove that, if
opulent Makkan polytheists, in their arrogance, fail in thanksgiving, they must
remember David and Solomon who were far more opulent, powerful, and resourceful
than they are and they used to thank Allah humbly unlike them. The fifteenth verse gives
the example of Saba. As long as the people were thankful to Allah in acknowledgement
of His blessings and mercy and submitted themselves to His guidance, they were
prosperous. But, when they turned away from Him thanklessly, they were wiped out.
There is a lesson for them in it, if, at all, they want to bear in mind the manifold blessings
given to them by Allah in the form of the Holy Ka'ba.

The Surah, then, proceeds, from the twenty-second verse to the twenty-seventh verse, to
debunk polytheism which is the worst negation of thanksgiving. The deities whom
polytheists worship do not possess any authority anywhere. They shall not help their
worshippers on the Judgement Day. Allah, the Most High, the Most Sublime, sustains
them and hence, they must thank Him. But, if they do not listen to the Messenger in their
arrogance, Allah shall judge between him and them on the Judgement Day because He is
the Most Omniscient Judge.

The Surah, then, from the twenty-eighth verse to the thirty-ninth verse, proceeds to
expose their ingratitude further. Instead of thanking Allah for having sent the Last
Messenger among them to guide the entire humankind through them, they ask him
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frivolous questions as given in the twenty-eighth verse and refuse to believe in the
Quraan which has been revealed to him to guide them. The Surah, then, proceeds to
portray their plight up to the thirty-third verse on the Judgement Day. The dialogue is
between the leaders  the Makkan polytheists living in opulence, ease, and luxury
and their followers who were weakened into being led by them. All of them shall
confront the punishment _ their leaders for misleading them and the led for submitting
themselves to them and not rising against them. The thirty-fourth and the thirty-fifth
verses state how opulent leaders living in ease and luxury have been conducting
themselves through ages in regard to their messengers. The thirty-sixth and the thirty-
seventh verses state that sustenance is expanded or straitened by Allah. What matters is
the righteous deed. Manpower and money power without it are going to lead them into
the Hell. The thirty-seventh verse holds out the promise of double reward to those who
act righteously in this world while the thirty-eighth verse threatens everlasting
punishment to those who exert themselves to frustrate His verses. The thirty-ninth verse
is a message of hope to those who spend anything for His sake. Allah recompenses it in
this very world.

R TS T

The Surah proceeds, from the fortieth verse to the forty-fifth verse, to debunk Makkan
polytheists' superstition that angels are His daughters. The angels will, on the Judgement
Day, bear witness against them and then, the polytheists worshipping them, as deities,
shall taste, the forty-second verse declares, the punishment of the fire of the Hell,
though, in this world, when the Messenger recites the Quraan, he is called a forger or a
magician and, before him, no warner had come to them with a book. Hence, the forty-
fifth verse warns them to learn their lesson from the annihilation of far more powerful
and opulent peoples who had, like the Makkan polytheists, belied and denied their
messengers.

The Surah, finally, proceeds, from the forty-sixth verse to the fiftieth verse, to appeal to
them to exercise their sanity and ponder the message of the Last Messenger. He is a
warner, without any insanity, warning them of punishment, if they reject the Quraan
which his Rabb has revealed to him. He does not demand any reward of them for the
communication of His message. The Surah, in its last four verses, portrays the plight of
the polytheists in the afterworld where they would like to believe in the Quraan, but it
will be too late for they have, now, an opportunity which they miss, here, in the world.
Hence, the Hell shall be their eternal abode.
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< SURAH SABA )
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In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

1. Glory to Allah to Whom belong
what is throughout the heavens and
what is throughout the Earth and to
Him shall glory belong in the
afterworld; and He is the Sole
Source of wisdom, the Most Cog-
nizant.

2. He knows what goes into the Earth
and what comes out of her and what
descends from the heaven and what
ascends into it; and He is the Most
Merciful, the Most Forgiving.

3. And (those people) who disbelieve
say, "The Hour of Resurrection
shall not come upon us.” Say, "Yes?
By my Rabb! It shall come upon
you __ He knows the unseen:
neither (anything worth) the weight
of an atom is hidden from Him
throughout the heavens nor
throughout the Earth and (there is)
neither (anything) smaller than that
nor bigger, but is (set down) in a
clearrecord,

So that He should reward (those
people) who believe and do good
deeds; such (people) as these shall
have forgiveness and generous
sustenance.

5. And (those people) who exert
themselves in frustrating Our verses
(are the people) who shall have the
punishment of a grievous, violent,
and successive quaking."
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6. And (those people) who have been
given knowledge consider that (the
Quraan), which has been revealed
to you from your Rabb, is the (sole)
truth and guides (human beings) to
the path of the Almighty, the Most
Praiseworthy.

7. And (those people) who disbelieve
say, "Shall we show you a man who
informs you (that), when you have
been torn to pieces, you shall be
raised into an entirely new creation?

8. (We do not know whether) he
forges falsehood against Allah or he
is insane." On the contrary, (those
people) who do not believe in the
afterlife (are going) through punish-
ment and gone astray too far.

9. Dotheynot, then, look at the heaven
and the Earth which is before them
and which is behind them? If We so
will, We can bury them in the earth
or drop fragments of the heaven on
them; indeed, in such (a warning)
there is, certainly, a lesson for every
man turning (to Allah) repentantly.

SECTION 2

10. And We had granted David a (great)

bounty on Our part: (We had

ordered), "O mountains! Harmo-
nize with him (in declaring Allah
free from imperfections) and

(similarly We had ordered) the

birds" (to do so with him) and We

had softened iron for him.

11. (We had ordered him to) make coats

of mail and ascertain measurements
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in weaving mailed fabrics and
(ordered his pecople), "Act
righteously: indeed, I observe what
youdo."
12. And for Solomon, (We had
subjected) the wind (to his control),
its blowing outwards for a month's
journey and its blowing inwards for
a month's journey and We had
caused a spring of copper to flow for
him and (We had, also, subjected to
his control) some of the jinn who
used to work before him by his
Rabb's command and (We had
commanded), "Which of them
deviates from Our command (must
know that) We will give him to taste
the punishment of the flaming fire"
(ofthe Hell).

13. They used to make, for him, what he
wanted, as palaces and figures and
large dishes like reservoirs and
firmly fixed cooking pots; O
David's people! Act thankfully;
and My thankful servants
(rendering Me exclusive obed-

ience) are but a few.

14, But, when We ordained him to die,
no one pointed out to his death buta
termite that was eating into his staff:
hence, when he fell down, the jinn
realized that if they had known the
unseen, they would not have stayed

in the disgraceful punishment.

15. There was a lesson for (the people
of) Saba in their own home (land):
there were two (rows of) gardens to
the right and to the left (of the land):
eat (freely) from your Rabb's
sustenance and give thanks to Him;
(Youhave) a land, safe and rich, and

forgiving Rabb.
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16. But they turned away (the
guidance) and then, We sent
(inflicted) the flood of the (broken)
dam on them and gave them, in
place of their two (rows of) gardens,
two (other) gardens, both of them
possessing (nothing but) bitter fruit
and tamarisk and a few lote trees,
(all) very small in number.

17. In such a way did We requite them
with because they had been
thankless (to Allah) and We do not
requite (anyone with, in this way),
except a thankless (people).

18. And We had inhabited, between
them and the towns that We had
blessed, (many other) towns,
visible (from the routes), and
regulated traffic through them
"Travel through them during nights
and days in safety." (They were
told).

19. But they said, "O our Rabb!
Lengthen the distances between
our journeys" and they wronged
themselves and hence, We turned
them into legends and dispersed
them in every direction of the land;
indeed, in such (a story) there are
lessons (warnings) for everyone
very patient, very thankful.

20. And the Despairer (Devil) proved
his view to be true against them and
hence, they followed him except a
party of believers,

21. Though he had not any authority
over them except that We should
know (distinguish those people)
who believed in the afterlife from
(those people) who were in doubt
about it (the afterlife) and your
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Rabbwatches over everything.
SECTION 3

Say, "Call on (those deities) whom
you assert (to be gods) besides
Allah: they possess neither any
authority worth the weight of an
atom (anywhere) throughout the
heaven nor throughout the Earth
and they have neither any share in
both of them nor has He (taken) any
helper from them."

And no intercession shall benefit
(anyone) before Him except whom
He permits (to intercede on the
Judgement Day); till, when terror is
removed from their hearts, they will
say, "What did your Rabb say?"
They will say, "The truth." And He
is the Most High, the Most Sublime.

Say, "Who gives you sustenance
from the heavens and the Earth?"
Say, "Allah __ and (either) we or
you are on (the path of) guidance or
in clear misguidance."”

Say, "You shall not be questioned
about what crimes we are
committing and we will not be
questioned about what you are
doing."

Say, "Our Rabb shall assemble all of
us and then, judge among us
according to justice and He is the
Best Judge, the Omniscient."

Say, "Show me (those deities)
whom you have joined as associates
to Him certainly not; on the
contrary, He is Allah, the Almighty,
the Sole Source of wisdom.”
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28. (O Messenger)! We have not sent
you but for all the human beings, as
the announcer of good news and as
the warner, but most of the human
beings donotknow.
29. Andthey say, "When will this threat
(take effect) if you are truthful ?"
30. Say, "For you, there is an appoint-
ment, (going to take effect), on a
day which you can neither delay for
awhilenoradvance."

SECTION 4
31. And (those people) who disbelieve
in (this Quraan) say, "We will
neither believe in this Quraan nor in
(any other) which has preceded it."
If only you could see when the
wrongdoers will be standing before
their Rabb (for accountability),
laying charges against one another,
(those people) who had been
weakened, oppressed, and treated
insolently will say to (those people)
who used to display arrogance "If
only you had not been (dominant),
we would have been believers!"
32. (Those people) who used to display
arrogance (in the world) will say to
(those people) who had been
weakened, oppressed, and treated
insolently, "Had we prevented you
from the guidance after it came to
you? On the contrary, you were
yourselves criminals."
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33. And (those people) who had been
weakened, oppressed, and treated
insolently will reply to (those
people) who used to display
arrogance (in the world), "On the
contrary, your conspiracy (against
the guidance), night and day, (had
prevented us from accepting it),
when you used to command us that
we should disbelieve in Allah and
allege equals to Him." And they will
give vent (free expression) to
remorse when they see the
punishment and We will fix iron
collars round the necks of (those
people) who disbelieve; they shall
not be requited but for what they do
(in this world).

34. And We did not send any messenger

to any town but the opulent and

luxurious, led to committing
excesses, said, "What you have
been sent with, we disbelieve in."

35. And they said, "We have more

properties (money power) and

children (manpower) and we are not
going to be punished."”

36. Say, "Indeed, my Rabb expands

sustenance for whom He wills and

straitens (it for whom He wills), but
most of the human beings do not
know."

SECTION 5

37. And (it is) neither your properties
nor your children that lead you
close to Us but (it is, only), he who
believes and acts righteously
(comes closer to Us) and hence, (the
people) such as these, shall have
double reward for what they do and
they shall be safe in the upper

chambers (of the Paradise).
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38. And (those people) who exert
themselves to frustrate Our verses
are (the people who) shall be caught
up in punishment.

39. Say, "Indeed, my Rabb expands

sustenance for whichever of His

Own created human beings He wills

and straitens (it) for whom (He

wills); and He shall restore
whatever (money, or) anything you
spend (for His sake) and He is the

Best Sustainer.”

40. And the Day when He assembles all

of them, He will, then, ask the

angels, "Had they been worshi-

pping you?"
41. They will say, "Free from imper-
fections are You! You are our
protector besides them: on the
contrary, they used to worship the
jinn: most of them used to believe in
them."
42. Hence, (they will be told), "Today,
none of you possesses any power to
cause any gain or loss to anyone."”
And We will tell (those people) who
do wrong (in the world), "Taste the
punishment of the fire which you
used to belie and deny."
43. And when Our clear verses are
recited before them, they say, "This
(messenger) is nothing but a man
who intends that he should prevent
you from (worshipping) what
your forefathers have been
worshipping." And they, further,
say, "This (Quraan) is nothing but
falsehood forged" (by him); and
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(those people) who disbelieve say
about the truth (Quraan), when it
has reached them, "This (Quraan)
is nothing but clear magic."
44. Though We have neither given them
any books which they have been
studying nor sent any warner to
them before you (came to them).
45. And (those people) who existed
before them had, also, belied and
denied (like them) though they (the
people of Makka) have not reached
even one tenth of what We had
given them, but they had belied and
denied Our messengers and hence,
how (disastrous proved to them) the
negation (of My message)!

SECTION 6

46. Say, "l exhort youto, only, one thing
that you should stand up for the sake
of Allah, doubly and singly and
then, ponder; your friend (the
Messenger) does not have any
insanity, whatsoever, (in him); he is
no more than a warner for you
before a violent punishment" (visits

onyou).

47. Say, "Whatever reward I have asked
of you is, only, for you: my reward
does not lie but with Allah and He is
the witness to everything."

48. Say, "In fact, my Rabb conveys
(me) the truth, the Possessor of the
knowledge of the unseen."”

49. Say, "The truth has come and
falsehood shall neither renew nor
return."”
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50. Say, "If I stray, I stray, only, against
myself and if I follow the right path,
it is because of (the Quraan) which
my Rabb reveals to me; He hears
(everything at) close(quarters)."

51. If you could only see when they are
terrified and hence, they will not
have any escape and they will be
caught from a place nearby.
52. Andthen, they will say, "We believe
in it" (the Quraan)  but how can
they get it from such a distant
place?
53. Though they had, ecarlier, disbeli-
eved in it (the Quraan) and talked
about the unseen without pondering
(on the Quraan) from a distant
position (remote from the truth).
54. And between them and what they
desire burningly, (a barrier) shall be
placed as was done with their
counterparts (the doomed peoples
of the past) earlier; in fact, they used
to (labour under) a disquieting
doubt (about their messengers and
messages).
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