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SURATUSSAAFFAAT (37)

The Suratussaaffaat follows the theme of the preceding surah very closely, expanding as
well as illustrating it more fully. The Surah starts with three oaths of angels who bear
witness that Allah is one as the fourth verse asserts. The angels, being His functionaries,
know whom to obey and what to do because they are ever arrayed to obey a single Being,
Allah. Had there been many beings, they would not have been in array. They would have
been in disorder for array presupposes obedience, discipline, and order of the highest [
kind. These functionaries, without will as they are, perform what is assigned to them by
Allah. From the seventh verse to the tenth verse, the Surah, in fact, contradicts the role of
soothsayers who, as alleged by the Makkan polytheists, were in contact with the angels, |5
Allah's daughters, as they supposed them to be. They or the angels have no role in the
revelation of the Quraan to the Messenger. If Allah is one and He is the Rabb of the
cosmos which is so orderly, harmonious, and systematic, it must not have been created in
vain. Its system bespeaks a purpose which is to be serviceable to man with a mind. If this
cosmos is serviceable to _ and it, certainly, is __ man, who is the highest creation, he
must, also, have a purpose which is his submission to His Creator, Sustainer, Maintainer,
and Provider. Hence man must be accountable to Him. To hold him accountable, Allah
has not only given man a mind but guidance also through His messengers and His
message culminating in the Quraan revealed to Muhammed (s.a.w.s) who is the Last
Messenger. Hence, the Surah, from the eleventh verse to the twentieth verse, argues for
the Judgement Day which must come to establish justice  to reward the persecuted and
punish the persecutors.
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After depicting their frivolous conduct, the Surah reports their query about the
Resurrection for accountability and then, from the eighteenth verse to the thirty-second
verse, portrays their helplessness and the bickering between the followers and their
leaders. From the thirty-third verse to the thirty-ninth verse, the Surah justifies their
punishment, pinpointing the root of their misguidance in the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth
verses. Hence, they shall suffer in the Hell. On the contrary, the Surah, in the fortieth
verse, starts portraying the reward of the believers and it does so up to the forty-ninth
verse. They will be enjoying themselves in the Paradise and from there, they will catch
sight of a hardened disbeliever suffering in the Hell. The Surah depicts their joy up to the
sixtieth verse. The sixty-first verse exhorts all the polytheists to conduct themselves to
win such a reward. The Surah, then, again, portrays polytheists' plight and sufferings up
to the sixty-eighth verse, being the result of their frivolous conduct in the world,
portrayed from the sixty-ninth verse to the seventy-third verse with the exception of
believers as the seventy-fourth verse reports.
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The Surah, then, proceeds to illustrate graphically the accounts of Noah,
Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Moses and Aaron, Elijah, Lot, and Jonah from the seventy-fifth
verse to the one hundred and forty-eighth verse. The entire narrative is instructive as well
%] as commemorative. It warns the Quraysh to ponder the message and act accordingly
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or perish like the polytheists and disbelievers mentioned in the narrative. It mentions all
the messengers honourably to preserve their memory in the hearts of the millions who
read the Quraan. Besides, the seventy-eighth verse occurs four times in the narrative to
mark the preservation of their way of life through ages and console the Messenger and
his companions that their sincere efforts shall not go in vain. They shall succeed against
heavy odds. Abraham's account has been given in some detail to remind the Makkan
polytheists to submit themselves to Allah as Abraham and Ishmael, their patriarchs, had
done otherwise they shall, also, be punished.

The Surah begins with the contradiction of divinity in angels and the knowledge of the
unseen in jinn. Angels are mere functionaries without any will and jinn, like human
beings, are another race inhabiting the world. Since, the polytheists believed the angels
to be Allah's daughters, the Surah, from the one hundred and forty-ninth verse to the one
hundred and sixty-sixth verse, proceeds to debunk their claim. To begin with, the one
hundred and forty-ninth verse exposes the absurdity of their claim. Up to the one
hundred and sixty-third verse, the Surah continues to prove the hollowness of their
claim. Then, Gabriel appears to testify that angels are mere functionaries, from the one
hundred and sixty-fourth verse to the one hundred and sixty-sixth verse.

The Surah, then, quotes, in the next three verses, the Makkan polytheists' assertion that
they shall believe in the Messenger and the book if and when it comes to them. But, since
they have gone back on their word, the Surah proceeds, from the one hundred and
seventieth verse to threaten them to punish __ and they were punished after a few years
_and assure the Messenger and his companions of His help in the one hundred and
seventy-second verse, calling the army led by the Messenger, (to conquer Makka) His
Own army. The one hundred and seventy-third verse promises clear victory and this
promise was made to the Messenger when he and his companions were being
persecuted. How happy they would have been! How encouraged they would have felt!
Hence, the promise of victory has been followed by declaring Allah being above
imperfections, peace being showered on messengers and thanksgiving only for Him.
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23. Besides Allah and then, lead them to
the path of the blazing fire, (of the
Hell).

24. And stop them (for) they shall be

questioned.

25. What is the matter with you that you

do not help one another?" (They

will be asked),

26. On the contrary, they have, today,

submitted (yielded) themselves.

27. And they will turn to one another

questioning.

28. (The followers) will tell (their

leaders), "You used to deceive us by

your power and authority."”

29. (Their leaders) will reply, "On the

contrary, you yourselves were not

believers.

30. We had no authority over you: but

you yourselves used to exceed all

the proper bounds in doing wrong
and committing sins.

31. Hence,our Rabb’s warning (of

punishment) against us has turned

out to be true: we are, certainly,
going to taste (it).

32. Hence, we had lead you astray (for)

we ourselves were astray.”

33. Consequently, they will, on that

Day, be co-partners in the punish-
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

They used to display arrogance,
when it was said to them, "There is
no deity (worth obeying) but
Allah."

And they used to say, "Are we going
to abandon our deities for the sake
ofapoet (gone) mad?"

On the contrary, he has brought the
truth (the Quraan) and accepts the
message bearers (of the preceding
ages) astrue.

(Hence, today) you are, certainly,
going to taste the grievous
punishment.

And you shall not be requited for
but what you have been doing (in
the world),

Except Allah's chosen servants
(rendering Him exclusive
obedience).

They (are the people) who shall
have sustenance, already, known (to
them),

(All kinds of) fruit: and they shall be
entertained generously and
honoured,

Among the gardens of bliss (a state
of blessedness),

(They will be sitting) on couches
opposite each other.

Cups (filled) with flowing wine
shall be passed round among them,

White (and) delicious for drinkers.

There will neither be any headache
by (drinking) it nor will they be
deprived of reason and (be) drunk
fromit.
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48.

49.

50.

S1.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

And they will have, with them,
(houris), modest, not looking at
anyone except their husbands,

As if they were eggs (of an ostrich)
lying concealed.

Then, they will turn to one another
questioning.

Atalker among them will say, "T had
acompanion.

He used to say (to me), ‘Do you,
really, belong to those accepting
(the Resurrection) to be true?

When we have died and turned
into dust and (crumbling) bones,
shall we, really, be (raised from the
dead to be) requited,”” (for our
worldly actions),

He will say, "Do you want to look"
(athim)?

Then, he will look and see him amid
the blazing fire (of the Hell).

He will say, "By Allah! You were
about to ruin me.

If my Rabb’s grace had not been
with me, I would, also, have been
among those caught up in puni-
shment.

Arewe, then, not going to die

Except our first death and are we not
going to be punished?"

This is, certainly, supreme success.

Similar to this (such a conduct)
should, then, the doers do (perform
their duties).
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62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

Is such a hospitality (in the
Paradise) better or the tree, zag-
goom (an infernal tree with
exceedingly bitter fruit)?

We have made it a (source of)
punishment for the wrongdoers.

It is a tree growing at the bottom of
the blazing fire (ofthe Hell).

Its fruit are as if they were the heads
ofthe devils.

Hence, they shall eat some of them
and fill their stomachs with them.

Then, they shall have, above it, a
mixture (of pus) with boiling water.

Then, (after eating and drinking)
their return shall, again, be to the
blazing fire (of the Hell).

They had found their forefathers
astray.

Hence, they had, hurried (followed
blindly) in their footsteps,

Though, before them, most of the
peoples of old had gone astray.

And We had sent warners (messen-
gers) among them.

Consider, then, how (terrible) the
end of the warned had been

Except Allah's chosen servants
(rendering Him exclusive obedi-
ence)!
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75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

SECTION 3

And Noah had called on Us and
then, how excellently, We had heard
his prayer

And saved him and his followers
from a terrible disaster!

And We let his descendants survive.

And We preserved (a community)
on it (his way of life) in the
posterity (among the succeeding
generations).

Peace upon Noah (is proclaimed)
among all the human beings.

In this way, do We reward the
beneficent (doers of good).

Indeed, he was among Our
believing servants.

Then, We drowned all the others.

And to his followers did Abraham
belong,

When he came to his Rabb with a
sound heart,

When he said to his father and his
people, "What, on ecarth, do you
worship?

Do you intend (to continue
worshipping) false deities besides
Allah?

What is, then, your opinion about
the Rabb of all the worlds in the
cosmos?"

u_,«-’:.”‘:.;;\;,éyba\;ﬁ_)

(\L-“uﬂ\ /;/ :TJ/

2os8 AT B

UOUL):M_))uaa-J

‘d_}"'@\' /,_ L{

,‘/‘O\‘ TRt . ).//ﬁ’/
Qoddlagdeii

‘M\‘s ST

|
s, - &

S o T ML T
).«L.nuhu: /;- > J!
NGz - £ 2 s

v N NS N N T N T

T N N N T T T T T N T N N N N

T N N N NS N N N N NS N N




Suratussaaffaat 37

NENZNZN AN EN NN

The Angels Arrayed

rY cblall 3y

NN N N N N N N N e N N N AN N N N A N N e N N AN e N N A NN N AN NN o N e N N

NN N ZN PN N EN N ZN NN PN N Z N PN NN

NN AN NN NN AN R ENF

N N N N e N A N e N N N N N N N AN A N A N N A N N A N AN N N N A N N e N NN ACNA e NN N A N

88. Then, he cast a look at the stars.
89. Thenhesaid, "Tamill."

90. Hence, they departed leaving him
behind.

91. Then, he made his way furtively
towards their deities and said, "Do
younot eat (anything)?

92. What is the matter (wrong) with
you (that) you do not speak?"

93. Then, he rushed at them (and
started) striking (them) with might
and main.

94. Then, they advanced towards him,

hurrying.
95. He said, "Do you worship what you
carve
96. While Allah has created you and
(the idols) which you make?"
97. They said, "Build a structure for
him, (fill it with fire) and then,
throw him into the blazing fire."

98. Then, they intended a foul play with

him, but We turned them the lowest.

99. And (Abraham) said, "I am going

to my Rabb. He shall guide me.

100.0 my Rabb! Grant me (a son)
belonging to the righteous."

101.Then, We announced the good news
of a forbearing son to him.
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102.Hence, when he reached (the age) of
striving with him, (Abraham) said
(to him), "O my son! I have seen, in
a dream, that I am sacrificing you
and hence, consider what your
opinion is" (about it); (Ishmael)
said, "O my father! Do what you
have been commanded: you shall
find me, if Allah wills, among the
patient."

103.Hence, when both of them
submitted themselves (to Him) and
(Abraham) threw (Ishmael) down
on the forehead,

104.And We called him out,
Abraham!

"O

105.You have proved (your) dream to be
true; in this way, do We reward the
beneficent.

106.1t has, indeed, been a clear test /
reward."

107.And We redeemed him(Ishmael)
with a supreme sacrifice.

108.And We preserved (a community)
on it (his way of life) in the
posterity (among the succeeding
generations).

109.Peace be upon Abraham.

110.In this way, do We reward the
beneficent.

111.He was, indeed,
believing servants.

among Our

112.And to him, We announced the
good news of Issac, a prophet
among the righteous.
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113. And We conferred blessings on him
and on Issac; and among the
descendants of both of them, there
were the beneficent (doers of good)
and wrongdoers to themselves
clearly.

SECTION 4
114. And We did bestow grace on Moses
and Aaron

115. And deliver both of them and their
people from a terrible torture

116.And help them and hence, they
were predominant

117.And give both of them the Book
explaining (everything)

118.And guide both of them to the
straight path

119. And preserve (a community) on the
(way of life) of both of them in the
posterity (among the succeeding
generations).

120.Peace be upon Moses and Aaron.

121.In this way, do We reward the
beneficent.

122.Both of them were among Our
believing servants.

123.And Elijah was, certainly, among
the message bearers.

124.Remember, when he said to his
people, "Do you not guard your-
selves against His disobedience?

125.Do you pray to Ba'l and abandon
the Most Excellent Creator
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126.Allah, your Rabb and the Rabb of
your forefathers of old?"

127.But they belied and denied him and
hence, they shall be caught up in
(punishment)

128.Except Allah's chosen servants
(rendering Him exclusive obedi-
ence).

129.And We preserved (a community)
on it (his way of life) in the posterity
(among the succeeding genera-
tions).

130.Peace be upon Ilyaseen.*

131.In this way, do We reward the
beneficent.

132.He was among Our believing
servants.

133.And Lot was, certainly, among the
message bearers.

134.Remember, when We delivered him
and all of his household

135.Except an old woman (who chose to
be) among those staying behind.

136.Then, We destroyed the others
(those staying behind).

137.And you, certainly, pass by them in
the morning

138.And by night: do you not, then,
exercise your reason?

SECTION 5

139. And Jonah was, indeed, among the
message bearers.
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140.Remember, when he fled to a
felucca (vessel), already laden.

141.He, then, cast lots, but he was
among the losers.

142.Then, a whale swallowed him and
he was blameworthy.

143.Hence, if he had not been among
those who declare (Allah) free from
imperfections,

144, He would have stayed in its sto-
mach till the Day when they (all the
human beings) will beresurrected
(raised from the dead).

145.Then, We cast him under the open
sky on the shore while he was ill.

146.And We grew above him a plant
without a stem of the variety of a
creeper.

147.And We sent him to (a people
consisting of) a hundred thousand
or more (in number).

148.S0, they believed (in him) and
hence, We let them enjoy (life) for

some time.

149.Hence, ask them (the Quraysh), (is
it proper to allege) "daughters to
your Rabb and (appropriate) sons
for themselves?"

150.Did We create angels as females and

they were witnessing (it)?

151.Listen! In fact, by way of falsehood,
they say
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152.(That) Allah begets (children) and
they are certainly, liars.

153.Has He chosen daughters in
preference to sons?

154. What is the matter with you? How
doyoujudge?

155.Do you, then, not think?
156.Do you have any clear authority?

157.Produce, then, your book if you are
truthful (in your claim).

158.And they allege a relationship
between Him and the jinn, while the
jinn know that they shall, certainly,
be caughtup in (punishment)

159."Allah is free from the imper-
fections which they allege" (to
Him)

160.Except Allah's chosen servants.

161.Hence, all of you and what you
worship

162.Can, in no way, lead anyone astray
from the right path

163.Except he who is going to enter the
blazing fire of the (Hell).

164.(Gabriel says), "And there is none
among us but has his place (of duty)
fixed.

165.And that we are, {ever), arrayed (set
inorder).
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180.Your Rabb __ the Rabb of omni-
potence (might and dominance) __ is
free from what they allege (to Him).

181. And peace be upon (all) the message
bearers.
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182.And glory (abiding praise and
thanksgiving) to Allah, the Rabb of
all the worlds in the cosmos.

* Ilyaseen - A prophet s name
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