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SURATUZZUMAR (39)

The Suratuzzumar takes up the thread of the argument of the preceding surah the last
verse of which asserts that the Quraan is the book of guidance for all the inhabitants of
the world. The very first verse of the Surah declares that the Quraan has been revealed
gradually, portion by portion, on the part of Allah, the Almighty, the Sole Source of
wisdom. It has been revealed to the Last Messenger. It is the only revealed link between
Allah and humankind. Hence, in the second verse, it demands man's exclusive obedience [
and negates polytheism in any form in the third and fourth verses. The Surah, then, in the
fifth and sixth verses, marshals arguments from natural phenomena to prove
monotheism __ Allah is one and sovereignty belongs to Him. In the next two verses, the |
Surah points out that thanksgiving is His due and man must thank Him in
acknowledgement of His blessings and must not associate any other being, supposed or
real, with Him otherwise he shall be punished in the Hell.
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The Surah, then, proceeds, from the ninth verse to the twentieth verse, to differentiate
between those who possess knowledge and reason and those who do not. The former
render exclusive obedience to Allah and submit themselves to Him in response to His
call to the Messenger in the eleventh and thirteenth verses, with the Messenger being the
first to submit himself to Him. They shall have what they have been promised in the
tenth, eighteenth, and twentieth verses. The latter, on the contrary, shall have what they
have been threatened in the fifteenth, sixteenth, and nineteenth verses. The Surah
expatiates on this difference with reference to natural phenomena and the Quraan. Those
who possess reason gain knowledge and discernment from the natural phenomena such
as the rainfall, the streams, the vegetation, the crop and its drying, in addition to reciting
the book of knowledge  the Quraan. But those who do not do so, have their hearts
hardened and they shall have what the twenty-fourth verse threatens. The twenty-fifth
and twenty-sixth verses join the fate of such people with the doomed peoples of the past
suffering in this world as well as the afterworld. They shall meet such a fate because they
do not profit from the Quraan as specified in the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth
verses. The twenty-ninth verse contrasts polytheism with monotheism and debunks the
former and approves the latter. The thirtieth and the thirty-first verses console the
Messenger that those who forge falsehood against Allah and belie and deny the Quraan
shall go into the Hell while the Messenger and those who accept the Quraan as true shall
have the remission of their sins as well as what they desire with their Rabb in the
Paradise.
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The Surah, then, proceeds, from the thirty-sixth verse to the forty-seventh verse, to
exhort the Messenger to trust in Allah and go on with his message without any fear of
their deities as they can neither guide anyone nor remove anyone's trouble. They are
powerless. If the polytheists believe in the Quraan, so affirms the forty-first verse, they
@ shall be guided, but if they do not, they shall lose the path and the Messenger is not to
4l blame for their choice.
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But their negative choice shall precipitate them into the Hell. The forty - second verse
illustrates Allah's omnipotence and providence with reference to sleep. He exercises
exclusive control over death and life and hence, intercession of deities is out of question
for Allah has exclusive sovereignty over the entire cosmos and to Him they shall be
returned, asserts the forty-fourth verse. The forty-fifth verse presents the psychology of
polytheists who do not believe in His oneness and the Last Judgement. The Messenger
has been taught to pray to Allah, as given in the forty-sixth verse, and distance himself
from the polytheists' aversion for submission to Allah. The forty-seventh and forty-
eighth verses, therefore, portray their fate on the Judgement Day which they ridicule
while these very ungrateful people turn to Allah in trouble, declares the next verse. But,
when the trouble is removed by Allah, they, like Qaaroon, repudiate His blessings and
claim that their knowledge has earned their power and pelf. The fiftieth and fifty-first
verses relate the Makkan polytheists with the polytheists of old, the people who had been
wiped out because, as the former do not realize, the latter had not realized that, asserts the
fifty-second verse, it is Allah Who expands or straitens their sustenance.
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The Surah, therefore, calls on the polytheists, from the fifty-third verse to the sixty-third
verse, not to despair in Allah's mercy, submit themselves to Him, and follow the Quraan
for the good of their own souls before His punishment visits on them all of a sudden and
then, they start repenting, which has been reported from the fifty-sixth verse to the fifty-
eighth verse. The fifty-ninth verse reminds them of their repudiation and arrogance,
when they lived in the world while the sixtieth verse portrays their plight on the Day of
Resurrection. The sixty-first verse announces the good news of being saved from
punishment to the fearing and the next two verses assert His omnipotence and oneness.

Finally, the Messenger is told to assert monotheism and tell the ignoramuses
(polytheists) that if they continue to associate any deity with Allah, their actions shall
come to nothing and they shall be losers, says the sixty-fifth verse. To keep the
Messenger away from them, the sixty-sixth verse exhorts him to devote himself to His
obedience exclusively and be among the grateful. The sixty-seventh verse, condemning
polytheism, asserts His exclusive omnipotence and sway on the Judgement Day which
the Surah portrays from the sixty-eighth verse to the seventy-fifth verse. All the human
beings, having been resurrected, shall be judged and divided into two groups _ believers
and disbelievers. The former shall be urged into the Paradise honourably while the latter
shall be driven into the Hell like cattle ignominiously.
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C SURATUZZUMAR )

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

1. Therevelation of the Book (Quraan
has come) from Allah, the Almi-
ghty, the Sole Source of wisdom,
portion by portion.

2. We have revealed the Book to you
(the Messenger) with the truth and
hence, you must serve Allah
dedicating (your entire) obedience
to Him.

3. Listen! To Allah belongs obedience
purely; and (those people) who
have taken protectors, besides Him
(say), "We do not worship them
except that they should lead us close
to Allah in rank (high position)."
Allah shall judge among them about
what they differ among themselves:
Allah does not guide anyone who is
aliar, a thankless person.

If Allah had willed that He should
have children, He would have
singled out of (the beings) whom
He creates what He wills; He is free

from such imperfections: He is
Allah, the One, the Subduer.

5. He has created the heavens and the
Earth with an end (a sublime
purpose and a limit): He merges
night in day and merges day in night
and has subjected the Sun and the
Moon (to a law): each one shall
(continue to) move for an appointed
term. Listen! He is, the Almighty,
the Most Forgiving.
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obedient, prostrates himself and
stands (in prayer) during night,
guards against (being held
accountable in) the afterworld, and
hopes for his Rabb’s mercy?
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10.

I1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Ask (them), "Are (those people)
who know and (those people) who
do not know equal?" In fact, those
possessing reason purified of
passions, alone, bear in mind (the
message of the Quraan).

SECTION 2

Say, "O My servants (rendering Me
exclusive obedience) who believe!
You must fear disobeying your
Rabb; those people, who do good in
this world, shall have a good
(outcome in the afterworld) and
Allah's Earth is very vast: the
patient shall be paid up their
rewards without curtailment."

Say, "I have been commanded that I
must serve (render exclusive
obedience to) Allah, dedicating
(my) obedience to Him,

And I have been commanded that I
must be the first of those submitting
themselves to Allah."”

Say, "I fear the punishment of a
terrible Day, if I disobey my Rabb."

Say, "I serve Allah dedicating my
obedience to Him.

You may, then, worship whom you
will besides Him:" say, "The (real)
losers are (those people) who will
incur damnation for themselves and
their household on the Day of
Resurrection: listen! Such is the
clearloss."

They will have canopies of fire
above them and sheets of fire under
them__ (sheet: a broad continuous
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surface or expanse): such is the
(punishment) which Allah frightens
His Own created human beings
with; "O My Own created human
beings! You must fear disobeying

Me."
17. And (those people) who keep away
from serving (rendering exclusive
obedience to) tfaaghoot (one rebe-
lling against Allah's authority) and
turn to Allah repentantly, shall have
good news; hence, (O Messenger)!
Announce good news to My such
servants (as submit themselves to
Allah).
18. Who listen to the Word (Quraan)
and then, follow itatitsbest _ such
are (the people) whom Allah guides
and such are (the people) who
possess reason purified of passions.
19. Can, then, he, against whom the
warning of punishment has turned
out to be true, (be delivered from
it)? Can you, then, save one who is
in the fire?
20. But (those people) who fear
disobeying their Rabb shall have
chambers above them chambers,
furnished and well-built with rivers
flowing under them: (it is) Allah's
promise: Allah does not break (His)
appointment.
21. Do you not see that Allah sends
water from the clouds and then, He
carries it as springs, streams, and
wells throughout the Earth and
then, He produces crops, by it (the
water), different in colours, then, it
starts drying and then, you see it
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(turn) yellow and then, He turns it
into chaff; indeed, in such (natural
phenomena) there is an instructive
example for those possessing
reason purified of passions.

SECTION 3

Can, then, he whose breast Allah
opens for Islam and hence, he (acts)
on the light (of the guidance) from
his Rabb (ever be equal to the
misguided)? Hence, woe betide
those with hearts hardened against
remembering Allah! Such (people)
are in clear error (astray).

22.

23. Allah has revealed the most
excellent Word (Quraan) as (in the
form of) a book, (with its chapters)
resembling (thematically), occu-
rring in pairs, the bodies of (those
people) who fear their Rabb
shudder at (hearing) it and then,
their bodies and their hearts soften
towards remembering Allah; such is
Allah's guidance with which He
guides whom He wills; and he
whom Allah misguides shall not
find any guide.

24. Is he, then, who will shield himself
against the grievous punishment
with his face, on the Day of
Resurrection, (like the one going
into the Paradise)? And all the
wrongdoers shall be told, "Taste
what youused to commit."

25. (The people) who existed before
them had, also, belied and denied
(messengers) and then, the
punishment had come upon them
from where they had not, even, (the
faintest) inkling of.
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Then, Allah made them taste
disgrace in the life of the world and
the punishment of the afterworld
shall be the worst; if only, they had
known!

And We have given, for (the benefit
of) human beings in this Quraan,
every (possible) argument so that
they may bear in mind,

A recitation in Arabic without any
deviation from rectitude so that they
should guard themselves from
(coming to a bad end).

Allah gives an example  thereisa
man (a slave owned by) partners
quarrelling with one another (about
him) and there is a man (a slave)
submitting himself wholly to a man
(his master): are both of them equal
in comparison? Glory (abiding
praise and thanksgiving) to Allah;
but most of them do not know.

(O Messenger)! You are going to die
and they are going to die.

Finally, all of you (disbelievers)
shall quarrel together before your
Rabb on the Day of Resurrection.

SECTION 4

Who is, then, a worse wrongdoer
than (the person) who lies against
Allah and belies and denies the truth
when it comes to him? Will there
not be, in the Hell, the abode of
(such) disbelievers?
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40. Upon whom comes the punish-
ment that will disgrace him and
upon whom visits lasting punish-
ment."

41. We have revealed the Book
(Quraan) to you for all the human
beings with the truth and hence, he
who follows the right path will do
so for himself and he who strays

will, then, stray, only, against
himself and you are not a guardian
over them.

SECTION 5

42. Allah takes (into custody) the souls
of living beings at the time of their
death and, (also, the souls of those)
who do not die during their sleep
and then, He holds back (the souls
of those) against whom He ordains
death and releases others (other
souls) up to an appointed term
indeed, in (matters) such (as these)
there are proofs for the people who
ponder.

43. Have they taken (certain) interce-
ssors besides Allah? Say, "And (will
they intercede with Allah for you)
even if they neither possess any
power at all nor exercise their
reason?"

44. Say, "To Allah belongs intercession
wholly: to Him belongs the
sovereignty of the heavens and the
Earth and hence, to Him all of you
shall be returned."

45. And when Allah, the One, is
mentioned, the hearts of (those
people) who do not believe in the
afterworld recoil in disgust and
when (those deities) who are
besides Him are mentioned, all of a
sudden, they rejoice (in it).
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46. Say,"O Allah! The Originator of the i nz SN2 -0 ShLE
heavens and the Earth, the Knower g;-;-a!‘p);-"q‘f)y‘)%“ 2 J%
of the unseen and the seen! You, 3 -3&“;3‘? ’/'éj i
(alone), shall judge among Your A .
Own created human beings about ) < Al 48y L‘&é
what they have been differing."

\@!

-

»
VNN NN T N T T

NN NN AN NN N R e

47. Even if (those people) who do Z ')‘ &';CVV! L .:Uj'/j A

wrong had all that is throughout the - L T

Earth and equivalent to italong with h},\ vt | ooy ;‘:\J':G; ,i;j,iﬁé

it, they would offer it as a ransom . e ;
against (as a defence from) the P \\/._)érlb,_;;;\;@\;;
grievous punishment on the Day of s g A K
Resurrection; and what they have qﬂlﬁ_\} ﬁﬁjb A
never thought of shall appear to X
them on the part of Allah. A

48. And the misdeeds that they commit 4 :3[;3 f;.;él: 2 £ =51 \/:3
shall appear before them and what - _ . ”’ s
they have been laughing at (in the @O _)2}1’;“3 Al
world) shall encompass them. i -

49. So, when a distress afflicts man, he 294 \3\‘)“‘ {l;:g % UR) Y’Y AT
> ’. r+ oS
prays to Us but, when We grant him il ;j‘p 4 g
any grace on Our part, he says, "In j:le‘_\l;,;::‘.{} _,1[:313\3@1:_;3
(3¢ - -

fact, I have been given it (as a

reward) for (my) knowledge." On 5 ﬂ;ﬂéjﬁ fng/?\:—EQ :’fj

the contrary, it is a test but most of

T N N NS T T T T N N T e N N N N

them do not know.
50. (Those people) who existed before v .{\K; - 1= 7 jf [1 ez
them had, also, said it but what they e f ! pal s
used to commit had not stood them S &K {Lf 277
- J Oy 9
in good stead. v pre
- & e
51. Hence, the misdeeds which they ‘»"]’!. it iz‘” AR EBOAAF
used to commit had visited upon EF s \"f'l’"’

them; and the misdeeds which they V_/IS G é)|:'/ ')f‘_ y :‘/ gyur ;’3

are committing shall, soon, visit
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upon (those people) who are doing ‘&\ T mA A
wrong among them and they are not o YT >("h v
2 going to frustrate (Me).

T N N N NS N e N N NS N N

S N N N T N T NI N N N, T T N T N N N N NS N N N N N Nl Nl N N N N

782



Suratuzzumar 39

NZNZNZN AN Z NN

The Troops

4 fj.“ 83

NN NN AN NN ENFENF RN NN NN NS

NN N N N AN N N NP AN AN NN NN AN

NN NN AN NN N R e

N N N N e N e N e N N N N N N N AN A N N N A N N A N AN N N N A N N e N NN ACNA e NN N e

52. And do they not know that Allah
expands sustenance for whom He
wills and straitens (sustenance for
whom He wills)? Indeed, in such
(matters as these) there are lessons
for the people who believe.

SECTION 6
53. Say, "O My Own created human
beings who have been exceeding
just, usual, or suitable bounds
against yourselves! You must not
despair of Allah's mercy; Allah
shall, indeed, forgive all the sins; He
is, indeed, the Most Forgiving, the

Most Merciful.”

54. And you must turn to your Rabb

repentantly and submit yourselves

to Him before punishment comes
upon you and then, you shall not be
helped (from any quarters).

55. And you must follow the best

(book) which has been revealed to

you from your Rabb before

punishment visits upon you
suddenly and you do not, even, have
an inkling of,

56. Lest (on the Judgement Day) a

person should say, "Alas! (I regret)

at how remiss (negligent of duty) I

was with regard to Allah and that I

was, certainly, among the scoffers!"

57. Or (another one) should say, "If

Allah had guided me, I would have

been among the fearing."”

58. Or he should say when he sees the

punishment, "If only I (returned to

the world) again and then, I would
be among the doers of good!"
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J 59. Yes? My verses had come to you, /’g S
4 but you had belied and denied them Lru ‘l" '”&’ E
d and displayed your arrogance and X <if— "<’/ . ‘/ H
d been among the disbelievers. @ J E
{ b
] 60. And on the Day of Resurrection, ] /;K _ﬂ\ < ,/’,ﬁ"” E
! you will see the faces of (those - C;J" (2 ’
{ 1 ho lie against Allah F1--% B4 s oan
i\ people) who g !\

blackened (with despair); will there ‘5-"'. - é d “J aat el

not be, in the Hell, the abode of the } O <

haughty (arrogantly self admiring el =

and disdainful)? ;

61. And Allah will save (those people) 222 N IenGl t2gtr At AP
who guard themselves against sins | | ¢ golaas! -’U \d':d S
(from punishment) in their refuge ‘ "/’/ ~‘ /,-w:
(Paradise): neither shall harm touch
them nor shall they grieve.

~

. . - v, bt o v g P
62. Allah is the creator of everything N 4V pIC 17 A%
. sl Pl sy el hEs anl
and He is the watcher over - - g - y
. D N
everything. Q325

63. He has the ki the rei f th S AR
¢ has the keys (the reins of the ) ’5\!\)0’)&\)9“ (2 A

government) of the heavens and the
Earth and (those people) who ( ) 2 E3AA 44 .o\
disbelicve in Allah's verses are (the " \ JLJJ‘“‘WL)
people) who shall be the losers
(misled and ruined in the world and
damned in the afterworld).

SECTION 7

64. Say, "O ignoramuses! Do you, even 74 ’i"" \"‘h‘ V’”f 2
then, command me that I should ‘m M d""‘ = Jo

worship (the deities) other than

T N N N T T T T T N T N N N N

shall be nullified and you shall be
among the losers, (misled and
ruined in the world and damned in
the afterworld)."”

Allah? )
- » T o ,// b

65. Though it has, already, been :"J T1s -\‘JJ \ M} «
revealed to you and to (those - LS 0
messengers) who had been sent ;u/;?]”’”sf 5’/’4 5
before you, ‘If you attribute anyone b
an associate (to Allah), your actions m) 417,50 N
U'J“J' ) J ;

i
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66. On the contrary, you must serve
(render exclusive obedience to)
Allah and be among the thankful.
67. And they do not evaluate Allah
worth His value though the whole
Earth shall be in His grip on the Day
of Resurrection and the heavens
shall be folded up in His right hand;
free from imperfections is He and
sublime, being beyond the
associates which they attribute.

68. And, (on that Day), the trumpet
shall be sounded and hence, (all
those) who are throughout the
heavens and (all those) who are
throughout the Earth shall fall dead
except whom Allah wills and then,
it will be sounded again and, all of a
sudden, all (of the human beings)
shall be in a standing (position)
perceiving (around).

69. And the Earth shall shine by her
Rabb's light and the record (of
human actions) shall be placed and
prophets and witnesses shall be
produced and judgement shall be
pronounced among them (all the
human beings) according to justice
and they shall not be wronged.

70. And everyone shall be paid up for
what one does (in the world) and He
has the fullest knowledge of what
they do.

SECTION 8

71. And (those people) who disbelieve
shall be driven towards the Hell in
troops till, when they reach it, its
gates shall be opened and its

keepers shall ask them, "Did
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(people), not come to you reciting
your Rabb’s verses before you and
warning you of appearing before
(your Rabb for accountability) on
this Day of yours?" They will say,
"Yes! But (we did not listen to them
and that is why) the warning of
punishment has turned out to be true
against the disbelievers."

72. They will be told, "Enter the gates of
the Hell abiding in it eternally."
Hence, what a bad abode for the

haughty itis!

73. And (those people) who fear
disobeying their Rabb shall be urged
(to hasten) towards the Paradise in
troops till, when they reach it and
its gates will have been opened
(beforehand) _ and its keepers will
say to them, "Peace be on all of you:
you were chaste (virtuous / pure in
thought and speech in the world) and
hence, enter it (abiding in it)
eternally.”

74. And they will say, "Glory (abiding
praise and thanksgiving) to Allah
‘Who has proved His promise to us to
be true and let us inherit the Earth
we can settle down (in any part of)
the Paradise wherever we like and
hence, what an excellent reward for
the doers" (of good deeds)!

75. And you shall see angels surr-
ounding the throne, declaring (Him)
free from imperfections with glory to
their Rabb and judgement shall be
pronounced among them (all the
human beings) according to justice
and it will be said, "Glory to Allah,
the Rabb of all the worlds in the
entire cosmos."
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