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SURAH GHAAFIR (40)

The Surah Ghaafir or Suratulmu'min continues treating the same theme as done in the
preceding surah. After "Haa meem”, the first three verses assert the sublimity of the
Quraan, being from Allah, the Almighty, the Omniscient,and the Omnipotent. The fifth
verse equates the conduct of the Makkan polytheists with that of the doomed peoples of
the past. As they had belied and denied their messengers and meditated to lay hands on
them, so are the Quraysh doing. Hence, as they had been wiped out, so will they be wiped
out if they do not believe in the Quraan and the Messenger, both representing Allah. The
seventh, eighth, and ninth verses consist of the angels' prayer for the believers to console
them while they were suffering persecution and warn the polytheists that their false
worship of and trust in angels shall not avail them. The next three verses portray,
beforehand, their plight on the Judgement Day.

The Surah, then, proceeds to argue for monotheism with reference to rain which sustains
human beings. Hence, obedience must be given exclusively to Allah, exalted beyond
degrees, exercising sovereignty over the entire cosmos and, above all, like rain,
bestowing the revelation _ the Quraan _ on whom He wills to warn human beings of
the Judgement Day. The sixteenth and seventeenth verses portray the Day when
sovereignty shall belong to Allah and absolute justice shall be dispensed to all the human
beings.

The eighteenth verse, therefore, enjoins the Messenger to warn them of the Day
approaching fast when wrongdoers shall, neither, have any friend nor intercessor. Since
Allah is the Hearer and the Watcher, He shall judge in accordance with justice. The
twenty-first and twenty-second verses warn the Makkan polytheists that greater and
more powerful peoples than they had been wiped out in the past simply because they had
rejected their messengers and books. Hence, they must not treat their Messenger and
theirbook  the Quraan _ astheir predecessors had done.

The Surah, then, proceeds to illustrate it from the twenty-third verse to the forty-sixth
verse, by the account of Moses sent to Pharaoh who, instead of listening to him and
pondering his message, meditated doing him to death, as the Makkan polytheists were
doing and then, a bold man from his own court tried to advise him against doing so and
exhorted him to ponder Moses' message. The entire narrative is a stern warning to the
Makkan polytheists. If Pharaoh could not resist a messenger, how can they do so? The
companions of the Messenger were consoled and encouraged, by this account, to
continue persevering and suffering for Allah's cause. A number of men in Makka and
around, though convinced of the truth of the Quraan, were hesitant of declaring their
belief in Islam. They were exhorted to rise up against the persecution of the poor and
helpless believers and stand up for them.

The Surah, then, proceeds, from the forty-seventh verse to the fiftieth verse to give an
image of the quarrel between the leaders and their followers __ all of them polytheists
in the fire. The fifty-first verse explicitly assures the Messenger and his persecuted
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companions of His help in this world as well as the afterworld. The next three verses,
the fifty-third, fifty-fourth, and fifty-fifth, exhort the Messenger and his persecuted
followers to have patience and seek solace in prayer, morning and evening. As Moses
had been guided to eventual victory, so shall he and his companions be guided to
ultimate victory with the Quraan which supersedes the Torah and the Injeel.
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The Surah, from the fifty-sixth verse to the sixtieth verse, argues for the Last Judge-
ment which is sine qua non for the establishment of the ultimate justice implicit in the
exercise of His sovereignty over the cosmos. The fifty-sixth verse criticizes the
Makkan polytheists' disputations based on arrogance and reminds them that the
creation of the cosmos is harder than creating human beings. Judgement shall come
because believers and evildoers must be requited according to their deserts. The Surah,
then, marshals arguments for Allah's oneness and omnipotence with reference to night
for repose, the Earth for habitation, the heaven as a structure, the beauty of human
person, the process of creating man and his growth, and His absolute power of giving
life and causing death to prove that He exercises sovereignty over the entire cosmos
without being helped by any deity. Hence, they must thank Him, sanctify Him, submit
themselves to Him, and render exclusive obedience to Him in every sphere of life. The
sixty-eighth verse sums up His sovereignty succinctly.
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v

The Surah, then, proceeds to portray the plight of arrogant polytheists disputing,
disbelieving in His Book and messengers, and turning away (rejecting) the guidance up
to the seventy-sixth verse.

The Surah, then, consoles the Messenger and assures him in the seventy-seventh and
seventy-eighth verses that if they demand miracles and persist in repudiating him like
the polytheists of the past, they shall, also, have what they had in the world
punishment had visited upon them. In response to their demand for miracles, the
seventy-ninth and eightieth verses draw their attention to the miracles of His
providence and omnipotence found on the Earth to sustain them. Will they refuse to
acknowledge them and persist in repudiation? After the evidence of natural
phenomena for monotheism, the Surah draws their attention to archaeological
evidences from the eighty-second verse to the eighty-fifth verse to chasten the Makkan
polytheists into realizing the necessity of believing in His Messenger and His Book. If
they do not, history shall repeat itself.
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( SURAH GHAAFIR >

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

1. Haameem

2. The revelation of the Book
(Quraan has come) from Allah,
the Almighty, the Omniscient,
portion by portion,

3. The Forgiver of sins and the
Accepter of repentance, violent in
requiting with punishment,
possessing power: there is no god
other than Him: to Him is to be the
return (ofall).

None disputes (questions the truth
of) Allah's verses but (those
people) who disbelieve and
hence, their movements through
(various) countries must not
delude you.

5. Before them, Noah's people had
belied and denied and after them,
(many other doomed) disbe-
lieving peoples (followed suit)
and (the people of) every
community had meditated to lay
hands on their messenger and
disputed, with falsehood, so as to
annul (abolish) the truth by it, but I
punished them and then, (see)
how (dire) the requital of My
punishment was!

6. And in this way, your Rabb's
warning (of punishment) against
(those people) who disbelieve
shall turn out to be true that they
shall be the inhabitants of the fire
(of'the Hell).

7. (The angels) who hold up the
throne and (those) who are around
it declare (Him) free from
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imperfections with glory to their
Rabb and believe in Him and seek
His forgiveness for (those people)
who believe (praying), "O our
Rabb! You hold everything within
(the range of your) mercy and
knowledge, and hence, forgive
(those people) who repent and
follow Your way and save them
from the punishment of the blazing
fire (of the Hell)

8. O our Rabb! And admit them into
the eternal gardens which You have
promised them and, (also), all
(those persons) who are righteous
among their parents and their wives
and their children; You are,
certainly, the Almighty, the Sole
Source of wisdom.

And save them from the evil (effects
of accountability); and You will
have mercy on whom You will save
from the evil (effects of
accountability) on that Day; and
such (a safety) is the supreme
success."

SECTION 2
10. (Those people) who disbelieve shall
be called out, "Allah's hatred (of
you) is greater than your own hatred
of yourselves (because) when you
were invited to belief, you used to
reject.”
11. They will say, "O our Rabb! You
have caused us to die twice and
given us life twice. We, therefore,
confess our sins and hence, is there,
any way of getting out?"
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

"Such is (your lot) because when
Allah the One, was called
(mentioned / cited), you used to
reject and if (other deities) were
attributed as associates to Him, you
used to accept. Hence, judgement,
now, belongs to Allah, the Most
High, the Most Sublime." (They
will be told),

(It is) He Who shows you His signs
and sends sustenance from the
heaven for you; and nobody bears in
mind (all these favours) but
whoever turns (to Allah) in
repentance.

Hence, you must pray to Allah
dedicating (your) obedience to Him
even if the disbelievers dislike

(i)

Exalted beyond degrees, Posse-
ssing the throne (exercising
absolute sovereignty over the entire
cosmos), bestowing the revelation
of His command on whichever of
his servants (prophets) He wills so
that he (the prophet) must warn
(human beings) of the Day of
Appearance (of human beings on
the Judgement Day).

The Day when all of them are going
to appear (before Him), nothing
about them will be hidden from
Allah; (they will be asked), "Whom
does sovereignty belong to, today?"
(They will be told), "To Allah, the
One, the Subduer."

"Today, everybody shall be requited
for what one does (how he or she
conducts himself or herself in the
world); no wrong (shall be done)
today; Allah is, indeed, swift at
accountability.”
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18. And warn them of the Day (of
Judgement) approaching fast, when
the hearts reach larynges, (and they
will be) dumbstruck; the wrong-
doers, shall, neither, have any
bosom friend nor any intercessor
to be listened to (other than Allah).
19. He knows furtive glances of the
eyes and what breasts hide.

20. And Allah shall judge with justice:
and (those deities) whom they pray
to, besides Him, cannot judge at all:
Allah is, indeed, the Hearer, the
Watcher.

SECTION 3

21. Do they not travel throughout the
Earth so that they should see how
(terrible) the end of (those peoples)
who existed before them had been?
They were stronger than they and
(have left) the relics (of their
greatness) throughout the Earth.
But Allah punished them for their
sins and they had no saviour against
Allah.

22. Such (punishment was their lot)
because their messengers used to
come to them with clear evidences,
but they used to reject (disbelieve in
them) and then, Allah punished
them; He is strong, violent in the
infliction of punishment.

23. And We sent Moses with our
miracles and clear commission

24. To Pharaoh and Haamaan and
Qaaroon, but they said, (Moses is)

"amagician, an impostor.”
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25. Hence, when he came to them with
the truth from Us, they said, "Kill
the sons of (those people) who
believe (in Allah) with him and let
their daughters live." And the
disbelievers' conspiracy (was)
nothing but in vain (without
success).
26. AndPharaoh said, "Leave me, I will
kill Moses and let him pray to his
Rabb: 1fear that he will change your
way of'life or give rise to disorder in
the land."
27. And Moses said, "I seek the
protection of my Rabb and your
Rabb against every haughty person
who does not believe in the Day of
Accountability."

SECTION 4
28. And, from Pharaoh's (royal) family,
a believing man, who had kept his
eimaan (belief) hidden, said, "Are
you going to kill a man simply
because he says, ‘My Rabb is Allah,’
though he has come to you with
clear evidences from your Rabb?
And if he is a liar, his lie shall go
against him and if he is truthful,
some of what he threatens you with
shall visit upon you: Allah does not
guide one who is immoderate
(exceeding proper bounds),
impostor.
29. O my people! You have sover-
eignty today (and) hold sway in the
land, but who will help us against
Allah's punishment if it visits upon
us?" Pharaoh said, "I do not show
you but what I see (consider proper)
and I do not guide you but to a
straight path.”
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30. And the man who believed said, "O
my people! I fear, against you, (the
affliction of a day), like the day
(afflicting other doomed) disbelie-
ving peoples,

31. Like the fate (ultimate condition) of
Noah's people and the "Aad and the
Thamood and (those peoples) who
succeeded (came after) them; and
Allah does not will (to do) any
wrong to His Own created human

beings.

32. Omy people! I fear, against you, the

Day of restlessness (Resurrection),

33. The Day when you will take to
flight: you will not have any saviour
against Allah and he whom Allah
misguides shall not have any guide.
34. And Joseph had come to you,
earlier, with clear evidences, but
you did not cease to be in doubt of
what he had brought you till, when
he died, you said, ‘Allah will never
send any messenger after him.” In
this way, does Allah misguide
(those) who exceed proper bounds
(and) doubt,

35. (Those people) who dispute
(question the truth of) Allah's verses
without any authority available to
them are exceedingly abhorrent in
Allah's view and in the view of
(those people) who believe; in this
way, does Allah seal the heart of
everyone haughty (and) refractory."
36. And Pharaoh said, "O Haamaan!
Build a lofty tower for me so that [
may reach the gates, (through its
staircase),
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37. The gates of the heavens so that I
should direct my look towards the
god of Moses though I think that he
is a liar." And, in this way, his
misconduct was adorned to Pharaoh
and he was prevented from (the
straight) path; and Pharaoh's
conspiracy (ended), nothing but, in
fiasco (complete failure).

38. And he who believed said, "O my
people! Follow me, [ will guide you
the straight path.
39. O my people! This life of the world
is, only, (fleeting) enjoyment and
the afterworld is, in fact, the abode
of everlasting repose.
40. Whoever commits misdeeds shall
not be requited with but like it and
whoever acts righteously, whether a
male or a female, while (he/she) isa
believer __ (the people) such (as
these) shall enter the Paradise in
which they shall be provided with
sustenance without straitening /
limiting.

41. O my people! Why is it that I invite

you to deliverance (from the Hell)

and you invite me to the fire (of the

Hell)?

You invite me so that I should
disbelieve in Allah and attribute an
associate to Him, (those deities)
about whom I have no knowledge
while Linvite you to the (path of) the
Almighty, the Most Forgiving.
(Allah).

42.

43. Certainly, you invite me to what has
neither any sublimity in the world
nor in the afterworld and that our
return is to be to Allah and that the
immoderate shall be the inhabitants

of'the fire (of the Hell).
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44. Hence, you shall soon, remember
what I am telling you; and I entrust
my affair to Allah; indeed, Allah
watches (all) the human beings."

45. Hence, Allah saved him from the
evil designs which they had hatched
up (against him) and a grievous
punishment encompassed Pha-
raoh's followers.
46. Thefire _ all of them are subjected
(exposed) to it morning and evening
and on the Day, when the Hour of
Resurrection breaks out, (angels
will be ordered), "Admit Pharaoh’s
followers into the most violent
punishment."
47. And imagine when they will be
quarrelling together in the fire, the
people weakened, oppressed, and
treated insolently will say to (the
people) displaying arrogance (in the
world), "We used to be your
followers, will you, then, relieve us,
partly, of the fire?"

48. (Those people) who used to display

arrogance will say, "All of us are in

it: Allah has, already, judged among
all the human beings."

49. And (those people) who will be

(suffering) in the fire will say to the

keepers of the Hell, "Pray to your

Rabb to alleviate some of the

punishment from us for a day."

50. They will say, "Had your messen-

gers not been bringing you clear

evidences?" They will say, "Yes."

(Then, the keepers) will say, "Then,

you pray" (for yourselves) and the

disbelievers' prayer will not be but
invain.
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51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

We, certainly, help Our messengers
and (those people) who believe in
the life of the world and (will help
them) on the Day when witnesses
stand up (to bear witness),

The Day when their excuses will
not benefit the wrongdoers and they
shall have curse and the worst
dwelling place, that is, the Hell.

And We had, (earlier), given
guidance to Moses and handed
down the Book (Torah) to the
children of Israel,

As guidance, and admonition for
those possessing reason purified of
passions.

Hence, you must be patient. Allah's
promise is, certainly, true and seek
forgiveness of your sins and declare
(Him) free from imperfections with
glory to your Rabb, every evening
and morning.

In fact, (those people) who dispute
Allah's verses, without any
authority available to them, have, in
their hearts, nothing but arrogance /
haughtiness which they are not
going to attain; and hence, you must
seek Allah's protection (against
them): He is, indeed, the Hearer, the
Watcher.

Creating the heavens and the Earth
is, surely, harder than creating
human beings, but most of the
people do not know.
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58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

And the blind and the seeing are not
equal and, (similarly, those people)
who believe and do good deeds and
evildoers (cannot be equal); little do
you bear in mind.

Indeed, the Hour of Resurrection is,
certainly, coming __ there is no
doubt about it __ but most of the
people do not believe (in it).

And your Rabb says, "Pray to Me, |
will hear you (your prayer); (those
people) who display arrogance
against My service (rendering
exclusive obedience to Me) shall,
soon, enter the Hell (Gehenna)
abased."

(Itis) Allah Who has made night for
you so that you should take a rest
during it and day clear (so that you
should work); Allah is indeed,
possessed of bounty for human
beings, but most of the human
beings do not thank.

Such is Allah, your Rabb, the
Creator of everything other than
Whom, there is no god and hence,
where are you weak-mindedly,
being deterred (from the guidance)?

In this way, had, weak-mindedly,
been deterred (from the guidance all
those people) who used to repudiate
Allah's verses.

(Itis) Allah Who has made the Earth
habitable for you and the heaven, a
structure and shaped you and hence,
beautified your shapes and gives
you sustenance from good and pure
things; such (Providence) does
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Allah, your Rabb, have and hence,
Sublime andSanctified is Allah, the

65. He is the Everlastingly Alive other
than Whom there is no deity and
hence, you must pray to Him
dedicating (your) obedience
(exclusively) to Him: glory to
Allah, the Rabb of all the worlds in
the cosmos.

66. Say, "I have been prohibited from
worshipping (those deities) to
whom you pray, besides Allah,
when clear evidences have, already,
come to me from my Rabb and 1
have been commanded that I must
submit myself to the Rabb of all the
worlds in the cosmos."

67. (It is) He Who created you from
the earth and then, from a
spermatozoon, and then, from an
embryo and then, He takes you out
as children (from your mothers'
wombs) and then, (He lets you
grow) to reach your maturity and
then, (He lets you grow further) so
that you grow old; and, among you,
there are (some people) who die
earlier and (others are allowed to
live) so that you should reach your
appointed term and (all the above
facts have been detailed) so that you
may exercise your reason.

68. (It is) He Who gives life and causes
death and hence, when He decrees a
matter, He, then, only, says to it,
"Be" and hence, it is (comes into
existence).

Rabb of all the worlds in the cosmos.
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69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

Do you not see (those people) who
dispute (question the truth of)
Allah's verses? Where are they
being deluded (misled from the
guidance)?

(Those people) who belie and deny
the Book (Quraan) and what We
have been sending Our messengers
with shall, soon, (as a necessary
consequence), come to know,

When, iron collars round their
necks and chains (in their legs), they
will be dragged

Through the boiling water and then,
thrown into the fire (of the Hell).

Then, they will be asked, "Where
are (those deities) whom you used
to attribute associates (and worship
them)

Excluding Allah?" They will say,
"They have disappeared from us.
But we have not been praying to
(any deity) before" (coming here).
In this way, will Allah confound
disbelievers.

Such is (your fate) because you
used to rejoice (in worldly
possessions) on the Earth without
any justification and because you
used to exult (in them) beyond
measure.

Enter the gates of the Hell in which
you shall abide eternally and hence,
what a bad abode it is for the
haughty (arrogantly self-admiring
and disdainful)!

Hence, (O Messenger)! You must be
patient. Allah's promise is, indeed,
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true; so, either, We will show you
some of what We threaten them
with or cause you to dic. In any case,
to Us they shall be returned.
78. And We had sent, before you (in the
ancient past, many) messengers. Of
them, there are some (messengers)
whom We have, already, related to
you and, of them, there are some
(messengers) whom We have not
related to you and it was impossible
for any messenger to bring any
miracle except with Allah's
command; but, when Allah's
sentence visited upon (them),
judgement was pronounced
according to justice and the
advocates of falsehood incurred
loss (perished) then and there.
79. (Itis) Allah Who has made cattle for
you so that you may ride some of
them and eat (the meat of) some of
them.
80. And for you, there are, in them,
(certain) advantages and (they have
been created) so that you may reach,
(riding) on them, (the places) of
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their) relics throughout the Earth,
but what they used to commit did
not stand them in good stead.

83. Hence, when their messengers
brought them clear evidences, they
rejoiced in whatever knowledge
they had with them and what they
used to laugh at encompassed them.

NN AN NN NN AN R ENF

84. But, when they saw Our punish-
ment, they said, "We believe in
Allah __ the One _ and disbelieve
in (the deities) whom we have been
attributing associates to Him."

85. But their belief could not benefit
them when they had, already, seen
Our punishment: (such has been)
Allah's practice which has preceded
among His Own created human
beings: and the disbelievers
incurred loss (perished) then and
there.
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