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SURAH FUSSILAT (41)

The Surah Fussilat or Haameemassajda treats the theme of Allah's oneness,
omnipotence, and providence with reference to the Book  the Quraan _ and the
cosmos. While the Quraan is the emanation of His all enveloping eternal mercy, the
cosmos is the emanation of His omnipotence and omniscience. The Surah, from the
beginning to the twelfth verse brings home to its listeners/readers that the Quraan has
been revealed to the Messenger with the message that Allah is one. Those who believein |
it shall have an uninterrupted reward. Those who do not, in fact, repudiate Allah's
omnipotence and omniscience in creating the cosmos as specified from the ninth verse to
the twelfth verse. Hence, they shall have perdition. )
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The Surah, then, proceeds to threaten the disbelieving Makkan polytheists, from the
thirteenth verse to the seventeenth verse, by mentioning how the "Aad and the Thamood
were punished because they had belied and denied their messengers like them, while the
believers were saved as recorded in the eighteenth verse, meant to comfort the |
Messenger and his companions. From the nineteenth verse to the twenty-fourth verse, |
the Surah proceeds to give an image of what will happen to the polytheists __ Allah's
enemies. Their eyes, ears, and skins shall bear witness against them and then, they shall
be hurled into the Hell. They shall have it because, as the Surah shows, from the twenty-
fifth verse to the twenty-ninth verse, their leaders as well as followers do not listen to the
message of the Quraan and persist in opposing it criminally. On the contrary, the
believers in the Quraan, standing up for its message, shall have what the verses from the
thirtieth to the thirty-second promise. The Surah, then, praises and consoles the
Messenger and his companions who were, under the threat of being persecuted, calling
on the polytheists to believe in the Quraan. From the thirty-third verse to the thirty-sixth
verse, it exhorts the Messenger to repel evil with good, go by patience, and seek Allah's
protection in dealing with the Makkan polytheists' antagonism.

v

The Surah, then, proceeds to assert that exclusive obedience and prostration must be
given to Allah and not to His Own created things _ natural phenomena mentioned in the
thirty-seventh verse. The thirty-ninth verse argues for resurrection from rain which
vivifies the earth. The Surah, then, proceeds to criticize the polytheists' repudiation of the
Quraan from the fortieth verse to the forty-fourth verse and asserts that the Quraan,
being a unique book, is, without falsehood, the incarnation of wisdom and its present
repudiators are like the past repudiators. As they suffer from a perplexing doubt about it,
the followers of Moses had also treated the Torah similarly and interpolated it and hence,
gone astray.
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Since the cosmos has been created by Allah, the Omniscient, He alone, knows when the
Resurrection for the accountability of human actions will take place, argues the forty-
seventh verse. Whenever it comes upon them, their deities shall not avail them against
their being held accountable, threatens them the forty-eighth verse. The conduct of such
%] ungrateful polytheists has been portrayed from the forty-ninth verse to the
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fifty-first verse. In the last three verses, the Surah exposes their unthinking opposition
to the Quraan. The fifty-third verse asks them what will happen to them if the Quraan,
finally, turns out to be from Allah. To threaten them and console the Messenger, the
fifty-third verse asserts that, soon, they shall see such signs as to prove the truth of this
Book. But the last verse points out the root of their repudiation __ they are in doubt of
appearing before their Rabb for accountability and hence, their frivolous response to
the Messenger and the Quraan.
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( SURAH FUSSILAT >

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

Haameem

The revelation (of the Book has
come) from (Allah), the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful,
portion by portion.

(It is) a book whose verses have
been expounded as a recitation in
‘Arabic for the people who have
knowledge,

Announcing good news and
warning (evildoers of punishment),
but most of them turn away (reject
it) and hence, they do not listen (to
its message).

And they say, "Our hearts are under
covers against what you are inviting
us to and, in our ears, there is
deafness and between us and you
there is a screen and hence, you do
(what you like), we are doing"
(what we like).

Say, "In fact, I am, only, a man like
you (and) it has been revealed to me
that your God is only one God and
hence, you must turn straight to
Him and seek forgiveness of Him
and there is perdition for the
polytheists

Who do not pay zakaat and they
are (the people who) disbelieve in
the afterlife.

(But those people) who believe and
do good deeds, shall have a reward
uninterrupted.”
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SECTION 2

9. Say, "Do you disbelieve in (Allah)
Who created the Earth in two days
(phases) and allege equals to Him?"
Such (omnipotent) is the Rabb of all
the worlds in the cosmos.

10. And He rooted mountains into her

(the Earth) from above her (on her

surface) and bestowed His

blessings on her (the Earth) and
determined (the extent, quality, and
scope of) her (various) foods
throughout her (the Earth) in four
days (phases) equivalent to (the
demands of) the people asking

(seeking to obtain them).

11. Then, He directed His attention

towards the heaven, while it was

smoke (nebula) and then, He
commanded it and the Earth,

"Comply both of you with (submit

yourselves to My law) willingly or

unwillingly." Both of them replied,

"We both submit ourselves

willingly."

12. Then, He turned them into seven

heavens in two days (phases) and

revealed, to each heaven, its
function; and We have adorned the
heaven close to (the dwellers of the

Earth) with stars and (built it) as

defence such is the planned

determination of the Almighty, the

Omniscient.

13. But, if they turn away (reject your

message), you must, then, tell them,

"l warn you of a devastating

punishment like the devastating

punishment (visiting upon) the

"Aad and the Thamood,"
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q 14. When messengers came to them | -, .{7 » < ~» 'i.vr. eV R
: . ‘..g.n.\o. ~ g {2l )
! before them and behind them, opg e = "%"i‘)“f 'j’ E
! (saying), "You must not serve | % ( o ”’g L/:/ At L;AN i’”"}ﬁ )
5 8 B Vet X
{ (render exclusive obedience to any & ~* )3 iyl L ;
{ deity) but Allah," they said, "If our E 5 s 2L AT GG ’
! Rabb willed, He would send angels OBy ‘5\3(""-) L £ b
! (to guide us) and hence, we reject ’
! (disbelieve in) what you have been :
sent with."
\
| 15. Hence, as for the ‘dad, they dis- ‘-"\ - ’y’f re _r > oo o8
E: played arrogance in the land "L’A”u’oj d{_’ . Sl ;
A without any justification and said, A 1.7 .’,‘\‘.CEE‘ -:/‘ st Ao
:: "Who is stronger than We?" Did ~ ﬁ):‘) spLatlloel ey
they not realize that Allah Who 2 4/?‘ S e e
j created them is stronger than they? PP p2Aesh s :
i And they used to repudiate Our ‘ \)J)/ - L:C:La
f verses.
]| 16. Then, We sent, against them, an 'L/..Z f)\., ro. LA -1 L’_i:f.’
:: intensely cold wind raging violently Z &’ﬁ" 2QLrene 2T
A during inauspicious days so as to 2053 -7t (.\”’H 2.4 /\_’;\;"‘f _ﬂ
:: make them taste a disgraceful ")'\"SJ e C ‘éfJJ: Q‘L ==
punishment in the life of the world FRY 5 0N 7a ”i-/ "\‘
:: and the punishment of the (g -y('h)";f 25
i afterworld shall be the most
{ disgraceful and they shall not be
f helped (there from any quarter).
] 17. Andas for the Thamood, We guided | 22l vdiizss =l 2o i 22504
) ’ LA “,uJ r-’:«.—»ls K} l.a\
: them but they preferred blindness s {'-G-:-‘\G-’ a
(the loss of the heart's eye) to guid- R Rt ""_1_"
! ance and hence, the thunderbolt of a el rr b
:: humiliating punishment seized (&* oA
7 them for (as the penalty of the 2
; wrongs) which they used to
1 commit.
{ 18. And We saved (those people) who ‘ A bR (st
) ) LKl gl |
] used to believe and guard 7 yK ‘d"d L"‘J
| themselves against disobeying
j (Him).
! SECTION 3
19. And the Day when Allah's enemies Aty 140 ‘ AL s hoerr
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

the Hell), they will be arrayed (lined
up according to their crimes),

Till, when all of them get to it, their
ears and their eyes and their skins
shall bear witness against them
about what they used to commit (in
the world).

And they will say to their skins,
"Why do you bear witness against
us?" They will say, "Allah Who
endows everything with the ability
to speak has, also, endowed us with
the ability to speak and He had
created you at first (in the world)
and to Him you have been returned.

And (while committing crimes in
the world), you did not fear that
your ears and your eyes and your
skins would bear witness against
you. On the contrary, you thought
that Allah would not know most of
what youused to do.

And such a notion that you
entertained about your Rabb ruined
you and hence, you have come to be
(included) among the losers" (the
damned).

Hence, if they are patient, the fire
(of the Hell) shall be their abode and
if they seek (His) pleasure, they
shall not, in any case, be included
among the seekers of (His)
pleasure.

And We had ordained such
companions for them as used to
adorn, for them, what was before
them (future) and what was behind
them (past) and the warning (of
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

punishment) turned out to be true
against them (as it had turned out to
be true against) the peoples
(communities) belonging to jinn
and human beings who had
preceded them: they had, certainly,
been losers (misled and ruined).

SECTION 4

And (those people) who disbelieve
say, "Do not listen to this Quraan
(recitation) and raise a hubbub
(confused din) during it (its
recitation) so that you may
overcome them."

As a result of (their defiance)
We will make (those people)
who disbelieve taste a violent
punishment and requite them for
what they have been doing in the
worst manner.

Such is the requital of Allah's
enemies the fire (of the Hell): in
it they shall have eternal habitation
(home), as a requital, because they
have been repudiating Our verses.

And (those people) who disbelieve
will say, "O our Rabb! Show us
(those people) of the jinn and the
human beings who had led us astray
(in the world), we will trample them
under our feet so that they are
among the lowest."”

Indeed, (those people) who say that
Allah is our Rabb and then, stand to
(what they claim), angels call on
them (from heaven and console
them), "Neither fear nor grieve and
rejoice at the good news of the
Paradise which you have been
promised.
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31. We are your friends during the life
of the world and during (the life of)
the afterworld and you shall have in
it what your hearts long for and you
shall get in it what you lay claim to,

32. A hospitality on the part of (Allah),

the forgiver, the merciful.”
SECTION 5

33. And who can be better in utterance
than he who invites (people) to
Allah and acts righteously and says,
"l belong to those submitting
themselves to Allah."
34. And good and evil can never be
equal; you must repel (evil) by what
is the best, and then (in conse-
quence), he, between whom and
you there is enmity, will be as if he
were a bosom friend.
35. And it is not given but to (those
people) who are patient and it
is not given but to those who are
supremely fortunate.
36. And if an instigation of the Devil,
incites you (to evil), you must, then,
seeck Allah's protection: He is,
indeed, the Hearer, the Omniscient.
37. And among His signs are night and
day and the Sun and the Moon; you
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38. But, if they display arrogance, (let | <4 <% &;,/ _/ ':)/ﬁ PPN
them), because (the angels) who are )Pl G i Bt
2 A, 75 ’/ /

with your Rabb declare Him free

from imperfections day and night

and they do not weary (of it). &
39. And among His signs are that you
see the land dry and rainless, but,
when We send rain on it, it brings
forth vegetation and grows in plant
life; He, Who vivifies it, is, cer-
tainly, going to bring the dead to
life; He, indeed, possesses absolute
power and authority over every-
thing.
40. Indeed, (those people) who deviate
from the right course in regard to
Our verses are not hidden from Us:
is, then, one who will be thrown into
the fire (of the Hell) better or one
who will come peacefully on the
Day of Resurrection? Do whatever
you will: He, certainly, watches
what youdo.
41. Indeed, (those people) who reject
(disbelieve in) the Book (Quraan),
when it has come to them,  and it
is, certainly, a unique book __ (are
going to suffer).
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42. Falsehood can neither come to it 12N ot i, fF
from the front nor from behind it, wdﬂy}%‘\"'wu“}u\ LY j
being a revelation from the wise, (é’s) - 7. ::
praiseworthy (Allah), portion by o POl A
portion. )
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44.

45.

46.

47.

If We had revealed it as a recitation
in a foreign language, they would
have said, "Why have its verses not
been set forth in detail? Is (the book)
in a foreign language and (the
Messenger) an ‘Arab?"  (How
strange itis!) Say, "It is the guidance
and the cure (of all the ills) for
(those people) who believe (in it)
and (those people) who do not
believe in it have deafness in their
ears and it (the Quraan) is blindness
(the loss of the heart's eye for them);
(they are as if such people) were
being called out from a distant
place"” (and they do not hear).

SECTION 6

And We had given the Book to
Moses, but differences had been
created about it: and if the warning
(of punishment in the afterlife) had
not preceded on the part of your
Rabb, judgement would have been
pronounced (against them in this
very world); and they are in a
perplexing doubt about it (the
Quraan).

Whoever acts righteously does so
for himself and whoever acts evilly
does so against himself and your
Rabb is not an oppressor of His
Own created human beings.

To Him is referred the knowledge of
the Hour (of Resurrection); and
neither any fruit come out of their
envelopes (the envelope contains
both the calyx or corolla) nor does
any female become pregnant nor
does (any female) give birth to (a
child) but with His knowledge; and
the Day when He calls them out,
"Where are My (so-called)
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associates?" they will say, "We

have, already, informed You (that)

none of us bears witness" (to them).
48. And (the deities) whom they used to
pray to earlier (in the world) shall
disappear from them and they will
think that they will not have any
escape (from punishment).
49. Man does not grow weary of
praying (for his) welfare and if
adversity afflicts him, he is, then,
despondent, hopeless.
50. And if We make him taste mercy on
Our part after adversity afflicts him,
he will say, "It is for me and I do not
think that the Hour (of Resurr-
ection) is going to take place and if I
am taken back to my Rabb, 1 will
have, with Him, the best outcome."
But We will inform (those people)
who disbelieve what they have been
doing (in this world) and make them
taste a heavy punishment.
51. And when We confer Our grace on
man, he turns away (rejects the
guidance) and distances himself to
his side and when adversity afflicts
him, he, then, takes to a lengthy
prayer.
52. Say, "What do you think if it (the
Quraan) were from Allah but then,
you reject (disbelieve in) it, who
will be more misguided than he who
goes far in opposition?”

53. Wewill, soon, show them Our signs

in distant lands and in their
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own selves, till it shall be clear to them
that it (the Quraan) is the truth and
does your Rabb not suffice (for you)
that He is the witness to everything?

54. Listen! They are, in fact, in doubt of
appearing before their Rabb (for
accountability). Listen! He has a
thorough knowledge of everything.
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