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SURATUZZUKHRUF (43)

The Suratuzzukhruf continues the theme of the preceding two surahs that the Quraan is
the emanation of His mercy, might, and wisdom. In this Surah, Allah swears by the
Quraan that the polytheists are wrong in calling it a forged book. On the contrary, it is the
last edition of the guidance, being revealed to the Last Messenger and it is inscribed in
the Source Book with Allah. The fifth verse addresses the polytheists directly and tells
them that the purpose of this book is to persuade them to exercise their reason and make
them abandon polytheism otherwise they shall meet the same fate, asserts the eighth
verse, as the doomed peoples of old had met after ridiculing their messengers.

The Surah, then, proceeds, from the ninth verse to the fourteenth verse, to argue for His
omnipotence and providence from natural phenomena and make them realize that Allah,
alone, has done all these favours to them and to Him they shall be returned to account for
whether they make use of them thankfully or thanklessly. But they associate deities with
Him in spite of it, only thanklessly, and they go to such an extent as to make angels
Allah's functionaries  His daughters. The Surah criticizes it up to the nineteenth verse.
The next three verses criticize their ignorant worship of deities which, they claim, as the
twenty-second verse records, have been handed down to them by their forefathers and
they accept it uncritically without exercising their reason while their prosperity has
blinded them. Then, the Surah proceeds to warn them, from the twenty-third verse to the
twenty-fifth verse, that if they do not listen to reason and their warner, they shall, also,
like the past repudiators of messengers and books, be wiped out.

The Surah, then, debunks their claim that all of their forefathers were polytheists. Their
Patriarch, Abraham, reminds them the twenty-sixth verse, was not an idol worshipper
and the Holy House is a standing proof to counter their claim. His tradition is being
revived by the Last Messenger and the Last Book. But the polytheists, in sheer
opposition, call it magic and disbelieve in it, asserts the thirtieth verse. What, in fact,
drives them to oppose the Messenger is their arrogance and prosperity as the thirty-first
and thirty-second verses point out. From the thirty-third verse to the thirty-fifth verse,
the Surah explains that no amount of gold and silver can equate with belief and fearing
Him and guarding oneself against His disobedience which shall, alone, matter in the
afterworld. The Surah, from the thirty-sixth verse to the thirty-ninth verse, points out that
since human beings have the freedom of choice, whoever chooses to follow devils is
facilitated to do so only to be punished in the afterworld along with the devils, their
leaders. The Surah, from the fortieth verse to the forty-fifth verse, proceeds to console
and assure the Messenger that he is, certainly, following the straight path while the
polytheists, blinded to the guidance and deafened to it by vested interest, shall not
respond to it though the Quraan is an honour to them. And if they do not do so, they shall
be punished as all the messengers preceding the Last Messenger had taught that Allah,
the Most Gracious, alone, is worth being served (worth being rendered exclusive
obedience and submission).
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The Surah, then, narrates the story of Moses, in brief, from the forty-seventh verse to the
fifty-sixth verse, to show that as the Makkan polytheists' chiefs and elders, in their
arrogance and prosperity, do not listen to the Last Messenger, similarly, Pharaoh and his
aristocracy had treated Moses and hence, been punished. As their power, prosperity, and
pride had not availed them, similarly, the Makkan chiefs and elders, nothing in
comparison with them, shall not gain anything from their blind opposition to the
Messenger.

Jesus Christ, as the Surah, from the fifty-seventh verse to the sixty-fifth verse, asserts,
had, also, given the same message  render exclusive obedience to Allah. But his
successors had rendered his message dubious and they shall be punished.

The Surah, then, proceeds, from the sixty-sixth verse to the seventy-eighth verse, to show
the polytheists what will happen on the Judgement Day. The believers shall enjoy
themselves in the Paradise while polytheists shall suffer eternal punishment in the Hell
without, in any way, being mitigated because, the seventy-eighth verse points out that
they had not submitted themselves to the discipline of the Quraan in the world. From the
seventy-ninth verse to the eighty-third verse, the Surah threatens the polytheists' chiefs,
conspiring against the Messenger, to be punished if they continue their secret
conversation. They shall, soon, see the Day for their whisperings are being recorded. The
Surah proceeds to impress on them that the entire cosmos is being operated by Him as the
Sovereign. He knows when the Day will come. But in any case, polytheists shall not have
any intercessors because, after accepting that Allah has created the cosmos as well as
human beings, they associate angels and other deities with Him. Since they refuse to listen
to the Messenger, the last two verses record his prayer to Allah and His reply to ignore
them because they shall, soon, come to know the outcome of polytheism and refusal to
accept Islamic monotheism.
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CSURATUZZUKHRUF)

Caspliz )

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

Haameem

By the Book (Quraan) expounding
(the guidance).

We have revealed itas arecitation in
*Arabic so that you should exercise
your reason.

And it is (inscribed) in the Source
Book with Us, (the Book) sublime,
containing wisdom.

Shall We, then, leave off (revealing)
the Book to you (in the form of the
Quraan) ignoring that you are an
immoderate (exceeding proper
bounds) people?

And how many a prophet We had
sentamong the peoples of old!

And no prophet had, ever, come to
them, but they had laughed at him.

Hence, We wiped out (the people)
more violent in seizure than they
(the Makkans are) and the example
ofthe peoples of old has preceded.

And if you ask them who has
created the heavens and the Earth,
they will, certainly, say, "The
Almighty, the Omniscient (Allah)"
10. Who has made the Earth flat for you
and made paths throughout her for
you so that you may be led on the
right ways.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

And (it is He) Who sends water
from the clouds to a certain measure
(quantity) and then, We vivify, by it,
adead land _ in this way, you shall
be raised (from the dead).

And (it is He) Who has created all
the pairs and made, for you, many
kinds of feluccas (coasting vessels)
and quadrupeds on which you ride
(travel or are carried on),

So that you should sit well on their
backs (and boards) and then,
remember your Rabb's grace when
you are seated properly on them and
say, "Free from all the imper-
fections is He Who has subjected to
our sway (power and authority) this
(vessel or animal) serviceably and
we could not have brought it under
our control (the power of directing
and restraining).

And to our Rabb, we are, certainly,
going to return."”

And they (polytheists) allege, some
of His Own created human beings, a
part of Him; man is, indeed, clearly
thankless.

SECTION 2

Has He singled out, of what He
creates, daughters (for Himself) and
chosen you to grant you sons?

Though when anyone of them is
announced the news of (a daughter)
which he alleges as an attribute (of
Allah), the Most Gracious, his face
turns black and he is choked with
rage and grief
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

SECTION 3

Then, We inflicted vengeance (pun-
ishment) on them and then,
consider, how (terrible) the end of
the belying and denying was!

And remember when Abraham said
to his father and his people, "I am
free from the blame (of worshi-
pping the idols) which you worship.

But (I believe in and serve Allah)
Who has originated me and hence,
He shall guide me"

And he handed it down (to his
descendants), as the gospel truth,
surviving close after him so that
they may return (to it).

On the contrary (in spite of their
straying), I let them and their
forebears enjoy themselves for a
long time till the truth (Quraan) and
the Messenger expounding (the
guidance) came to them.

And when the truth (Quraan) came
to them, they said, "It is magic and
wereject (disbelieve in) it."

And they said, "Why has this
Quraan not been revealed to any
great man of the two (big) towns"
(Makka and Taaif)?

Do they deal out your Rabb's
mercy? We deal out their livelihood
among them in the life of the world
and exalt the positions of some (of
them) above the others so that one
may take work from the other and
your Rabb's mercy is better than
what they are accumulating.
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say, "Would that there were the
distance between the east and the
west between me and you (the
devil) because what a bad
companion" (you proved to be)!
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40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

at all, because you have been doing
wrong (in the world). All of you
shall, therefore, share in the
punishment."

Will you, then, make the deaf hear
or guide the blind and (those
people) who are through clear
misguidance?

Hence, either We will bring about
your death and then, We will inflict
vengeance (punishment) on them

Or We will show you what We
threaten them with because We
possess power over them.

Hence, you must adhere to what has
been revealed to you: you are,
certainly, on the straight path.

And indeed, it (the Quraan) is glory
(high renown / honour) for you and
for your people and all of you shall,
soon, be questioned.

And ask whom We had sent, before
you, as Our messengers whether We
had appointed, besides (Allah), the
Most Gracious, any other deities
who were to be worshipped.

SECTION 5

And We had sent Moses, with Our
miracles, to Pharaoh and his nobles
(aristocracy) and hence, he said (to
him), "I am the messenger of the
Rabb of all the worlds in the
cosmos."

But, when he came to them with
Our miracles, they started laughing
atthem.
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48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

And We did not show them any
miracle, but it was greater than the
previous one and We seized them in
punishment so that they might
return (to the guidance).

And they said, "O magician! Pray
for us to your Rabb by what He has
commissioned you with, we will,
certainly, be guided aright.”

But, when We removed the
punishment from them, they used to
violate (their promise).

And Pharaoh proclaimed among his
people _ he said, "O my people!
Does sovereignty of Egypt not
belong to me and are these rivers not
flowing under me? Do you not,
then, realize?

(Is he better) or I am better than this
one who is weak and contemptible
and can, hardly, explain himself?

(If he is, really, what he claims to
be), why have bracelets of gold not
been bestowed on him or angels not
come with him acting as an escort to
him?"

Hence, he made light of and scared
his people into ignorance and then,
they obeyed him; they were,
certainly, a transgressing people.

So, when they roused Our
indignation, We inflicted Our
vengeance (punishment) on them
and hence, We drowned them
collectively (the whole army).
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56. Hence, We turned them into the
doomed peoples of the past and a
lesson for the succeeding genera-
tions.

SECTION 6

57. And when the example of Mary's
son was given, your people raised a
shoutatit.
58. And they said, "Are our deities
better or he" (Jesus Christ)? They
do not mention it to you but for the
sake of an (acrimonious) dispute;
they are, rather, a quarrelsome
people.
59. He (Jesus Christ) was nothing but a
servant (messenger) on whom We
had bestowed our grace and made
him an exemplar (model / pattern)
for the children of Israel.
60. And if We so will, we can create,
from you, angels who will succeed
you on the Earth.
61. And he (Jesus Christ) is, certainly, a
proof positive (indicative of the
approach) of the Hour of Resu-
rrection and hence, you must have
no doubt about it and follow me
this is the straight path.

62. And the Devil must not prevent you

(from it, for) he is your manifest

enemy.

63. And when Jesus Christ came with

clear evidences, he said, "I have

come to you with wisdom and (I

have come to you) in order to

explain to you some of (the matters)
about which you differ among
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yourselves and hence, you must

fear disobeying Allah and obey me.
64. Indeed, Allah, (alone), is my Rabb
and your Rabb and hence, you must
serve (render exclusive obedience
to)Him __this is the straight path"
65. But, (after his guidance, various)
disbelieving parties differed among
themselves and hence, woe betide
all (those people) who do wrong
(associate dieties with Allah) from
the punishment of a grievous Day!
66. Are they awaiting, nothing but, the
Hour of Resurrection that it should
come upon them suddenly and they
should not, even, realize?
67. Bosom / true friends shall, on that
Day, be one another's enemies
except the fearing (who will be
told)

SECTION 7

68. "O My servants! You will neither
fear for yourselves, today, nor will
yougrieve "
69. Who believe in Our verses and
submit themselves (to Us, shall be
told),
70. "Enter the Paradise, you and your
types! You shall be made happy.”
71. Dishes of gold and cups shall be
passed round among them and in it
(they shall find) what hearts long
for and eyes delight in and (they
shall be told), "You shall live in it
eternally,
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72. And such is the Paradise that you
have inherited for (as a reward for)
what youused to do (in the world).

73. For you, there are, in it, abundant

fruit from which you will eat."”

74. The criminals shall (go) through the

punishment of the Hell eternally.

75. (This punishment) shall not be

abated from them and they shall be

driven to despairinit.

76. And We have not done any wrong to

them, but they were themselves

wrongdoers (in the world).

77. Andthey will call out, "O master (of

the Hell! Request) your Rabb to put

an end to us."” He will say, "You are
going to stay put.”

78. (They will be further told), "We had

come to you with the truth, but most

of you were haters of the truth"

(Quraan).

79. Have they decided on a certain
course of action? (If so), We are,
also, going to decide on (Ours).

80. Do they think that We do not hear
their secrets and their whispering?
Yes (why not)? (We hear every-
thing) and Our angels, with them,
keep on writing (everything).

81. Say, "If (Allah), the Most Gracious,
had any issue, I would, then, be the
first of all the worshippers."

82. The Rabb of the heavens and the
Earth  the Rabb of the Throne
is free from the imperfections that

they allege (to Him).
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83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

Hence, leave them, let them indulge
in idle talk and be at play till they
confront their Day which they are
being threatened with.

And it is He Who is (the only) God
throughout the heaven and (the
only) God throughout the Earth;
and He is the Sole Source of
wisdom, the Omniscient.

And Sublime and Sanctified is He
to Whom belongs the sovereignty
of the heavens and the Earth and
what is between both of them and
with Him is the knowledge of the
Hour of Resurrection and to Him all
of'you shall be returned.

And (those deities) whom they pray
to, besides Him, shall not possess
the power of interceding (for
anyone with Allah) except (those
people) who bear witness to the
truth (Islam, in this world) and they
have knowledge.

And if you ask them who has
created them, they will, certainly,
say, "Allah." Where are, then, they,
weak-mindedly, being deterred
(from the truth)?

And his word (the Messenger's
complaint)  "O my Rabb! These
are the people who do not believe"
__(isknownto Allah).

Hence, you must condone them and
say, "Peace” (be on you). They
shall, soon, come to know.
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