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SURATULAHQAATF (46)

The Suratulahgaaf carries on the same theme, as has been treated in the preceding Surah.
The first two verses are the same in both the Surahs. The preceding Surah gives an image
of the Day when ultimate justice shall be done to all the human beings, closing with the
praise of Allah, the Almighty, the Sole Source of wisdom___these very attributes occur in
the second verse of this Surah. If Allah is one and if He has created man with a moral
sense to choose and reject, He must hold him accountable. And if man is mortal, this [
cosmos must, also, perish __itis fora fixedterm __as the third verse asserts. It follows
that He is the Creator as well as the Destroyer of this cosmos to establish justice on the
Day fixed for this purpose. Hence, the next two verses repudiate polytheism and assert |}
the Resurrection for accountability as the sixth verse points out. The Quraan gives the
message of accountability to all human beings. But the polytheists, in their arrogance,
term the Quraan either magic or forged as the seventh and eighth verses show. The
Surah, on the contrary, proceeds to persuade them to believe in the Messenger and the
Quraan up to the tenth verse quoting a witness (Jesus Christ) who had, already
prophesied that the Last Messenger would come with a revealed book. But, even then, in
their arrogance, the polytheists term the Quraan ancient falsehood as the eleventh verse
records. The twelfth verse asserts that the Quraan carries on as well as brings to an end
the tradition of revealed knowledge, its purpose being to warn polytheists and announce
good news to the beneficent (doers of good). Those believers who stand up for it
courageously shall neither have any fear nor any grief for they shall abide in the Paradise.
Such is the message of this book up to the fourteenth verse.
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The Surah, then, proceeds to present two different types of character. The fifteenth and
sixteenth verses present a character that thanks Allah, obeys Him, and acts righteously,
treating his parents beneficently and hence, going to the Paradise. The seventeenth verse,
on the contrary, presents another character denying Allah, denying the book, and terming
the Resurrection the tale of a tub. The Surah asserts, from the eighteenth verse to the
twentieth verse, that such disbelievers shall be damned for their arrogance. To illustrate
the outcome of the repudiation of a messenger and his guidance, the Surah narrates the
story of the "Aad, whom Hood had been sent as a messenger, from the twenty-first verse
to the twenty-fifth verse. Since they did not respond to Hood, they were wiped out. The
Makkan polytheists, too, if they do not believe, suggests the story, shall be wiped out.
Hence, the Surah, from the twenty-sixth verse to the twenty-eighth verse, warns them to
believe or perish like them and other communities around them. Their deities had not
come to their rescue in the event of their worldly punishment. Similarly, the Makkan
polytheists' deities shall not help them if punishment visits on them.

T N N N T T T T T N T N N N N

If the Makkan polytheists disbelieve in the message of the Quraan, the Surah
rebukes them by implication and proceeds to record the response of jinn, from the
twenty-ninth verse to the thirty-second verse. They heard it being recited at Nakhla on
the Messenger's way back from Tuaifto Makka and came to believe in it. After restating
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His omnipotence in the thirty-third verse, the Surah, finally, portrays the plight of the
polytheists in the thirty-fourth verse, when they will, helplessly, be shown the Hell, their
eternal abode. The last verse exhorts the Messenger to have patience and continue the
communication of his message. Transgressors shall, certainly, be wiped out, assure him
the concluding words of the Surah.
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(SURATULAI:IQAAF)

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

1. Haameem.

2. Therevelation of the Book (Quraan
has come, portion by portion), from
Allah, the Almighty, the Sole Sou-
rce of wisdom.

3. We have not created the heavens
and the Earth and what is between
the two but with an end (a sublime
purpose) and for a fixed term (a
limited period of time); and (those
people) who disbelieve turn away
(reject) what they are warned (aga-
insti.e. the Resurrection).

Say, "Do you consider (the deities)
whom you pray to besides Allah?
Show me what part of the Earth they
have created or they have any share
in the heavens. (If so), produce a
book (revealed) before this (book)
or what remains of a lost know-
ledge, if you are truthful.”

5. And who is more astray than the one
who prays to, besides Allah, (a
deity) who cannot respond to him
till the Day of Resurrection and they
(deities) are unaware of their
prayers?

6. And when all the human beings are
assembled, they will be their foes
and reject their worship.

7. And when Our clear verses
expounding (the guidance) are
recited before them, (those people)
who disbelieve, say about the truth
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(Quraan), when it has come to
them, "This (Quraan) is clear
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12.

13.

14.

15.

And before it (the Quraan), the
book (revealed to) Moses was the
guide and mercy; and this book (the
Quraan), substantiating (the truth
of the prophecies in it, has been
revealed to the Last Messenger of
Islam in) the Arabic language so
that he should warn (those people)
who have been doing wrong and
(announce) good news to the
beneficent (those people who do
good).

Indeed, (those people) who affirm,
"OQur Rabb is, (only), Allah,” and
then, stand (adhere) to, shall, as a
necessary consequence, neither,
fear for themselves nor shall they,
(ever), grieve.

Such (people shall be) the
inhabitants of the Paradise, abiding
in it eternally, as a reward for what
they have been doing (in this
world).

And We have enjoined man to treat
both of his parents beneficently: his
mother carries him in her womb in
pain and bears him in labour and
carrying him (in the womb) and
weaning him take thirty months;
till, when he attains his maturity,
and attains forty years, he says, "O
my Rabb! Inspire me so that [
should be thankful for Your grace
that You have bestowed on me and
on my parents and that I should act
so righteously as You are pleased
withitand, for my sake, promote
righteousness among my children: 1
turn to You in repentance and I
belong to those submitting
themselves to You."
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16. Such are (the people) from whom
We will accept the best that they do
(in this world) and pardon their sins,
(including them) among the
inhabitants of the Paradise
(according to) the true promise
which they have been given
(beforehand in this world).

17. And he who says to both of his
parents, "Fie upon both of you! Do
both of you threaten me that I will
be taken out (of my grave) though
generations have preceded (gone
before) me?" And both of them keep
on appealing to Allah for help (and
pleading with him), "Woe to you!
Believe (in Allah), Allah's threat is
true." But he says, "This (threat) is
nothing but (one of) the legends of
the peoples of old."

18. Such are the (people) against whom
(Allah's) warning (of punishment)
turns outtobetrue _ (they shall be)
among the communities of jinn and
human beings who have preceded
(gone before) them: they are,
certainly, losers (misled and
ruined).

19. And all (of them) shall have
(different) degrees of rewards
(requital for good or evil) from what
they do (how they conduct
themselves in the world) and (it will
be done) so that (Allah) should pay
them up (for) their actions and they
shall notbe wronged (at all).

20. And the Day when (those people)
who disbelieve are brought before
the fire, (they will be told), "You
consumed your (share of) pleasant
things during your life of the world
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21.

22.

23.

24.

and enjoyed them (to the full) and
hence, today, you shall be requited
with disgraceful punishment
because you used to display
arrogance throughout the Earth
without any justification and
because you used to transgress”
(Allah's commands).

SECTION 3

And mention the ‘Aad's brother
(Hood), when he warned his people,
in the region covered with long and
winding tracts of sand (South
Arabia) _ and (many) warners had
preceded him and followed him,
"You must not serve (render
exclusive obedience to any other
deity) except Allah: 1 fear the
punishment of a terrible day against
you."

They said, "Have you come to us in
order to deter us from our deities?
Bring, then, on us what you are
threatening us with, if you are
truthful."

He said, "In fact, (its) knowledge is,
only, with Allah and I am, (simply),
communicating you (the message)
which T have been sent with, but I
regard you as a people steeped in
ignorance."

Hence, when they saw it (the
punishment like) a cloud advancing
towards their valleys, they said,
"This is a cloud going to bring rain
upon us."  "On the contrary, it is
what you have been pressing for: (it
is) a strong wind in which there is a
grievous punishment.
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25. It will wipe out everything by its
Rabb’s command." Hence (as a
result of it), they came to be (so
wiped out that) nothing was seen (of
them) except their dwellings
(houses and buildings); in this way,
do We requite a criminal people
with.

26. And We had established them
firmly with what We have not
established you with and We had
granted them the powers of hearing
and sight and hearts, but neither
their power of hearing nor their
eyes nor their hearts (mental
powers) stood them in good stead
at all because they used to repudiate
Allah's verses and what they used
to ridicule encompassed them.

SECTION 4

27. And We had wiped out many towns
which were around you and We had
propounded (Our) verses variously
(for them) so that they might return

(to the guidance).

28. Why did, then, the deities whom
they had made a means of approach
(to Him), besides Allah, not help
them? But they disappeared from
them; and such was (the outcome
of) their falsehood and what they
used to forge.

29. And (remember) when We turned a
party of jinn towards you to listen to
the Quraan (being recited) and
hence, when they reached it
(Nakhla where the Quraan was
being recited), they said, "Keep
quiet." Hence, when it was brought
to a close, they returned to their
people as warners.
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30. They said, "O our people! We have J j‘f&é_—:l PR | €A )ab!;jl; ;
heard a book (being recited), - it s - 5 oot E
revealed after Moses, substan- ée.-*e.d}eul;-;\nﬂg‘s")‘-}&c}: )
tiating what (had been revealed and P PP S AP A X
prophesied) before it, leading to the P E«’;’L ép 9’"3 \&\-}g'}f-‘- E
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truth and to the straight way.
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31. O our people! Respond to Allah's V‘éj ,'_cégij-ﬂ:_; :tm,:f/\S\;..:a-‘La s
caller (messenger) and believe in L i o s ; .
him. He shall forgive some of your ;JJ«.;U&QS 3 ’,<’ 19300 |
sins and protect you from the
grievous punishment" (in the

afterworld).

~

32. "And he who does not respond to q,jyf 3 -{t""':i Q:;_]; ﬁ&,‘; ;’;_E»ju;)/ Vi
Allah's caller (messenger), can PRTE oy
neither frustrate (Him) throughout J,L;‘Jj‘ igj‘zﬁi ja;,,,i! iy
the Earth nor will have any P .
protectors besides Him _ such [@ :’}:fs_—}"l‘/"‘é
(people) will be in clear misgui-
dance."

33. And do they not consider that Allah u".’)‘y\)/ _:)(‘/4“ Ao ‘/‘E)‘L’z/f/)j‘
has created the heavens and the e s < . B

Earth? And He did not tire by their -é:é).l\é:‘_ Q‘@a )ALy :).‘;_4:1;/ R
creation, possesing power to bring Bap 2 ar Aorr az
the dead to life. Yes, He has, cer- o 26:%{' )
tainly, absolute power and authority

over everything.
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who disbelieve are brought before s e s a T
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asked), "Is this not the truth" (fact)? B, 3222
They will say "Yes, (no doubt). By

our Rabb!" (Then, Allah will) say
(to them), "So, taste the punishment
because youused to disbelieve."
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35. Hence, you must have patience as
those endowed with resolve among
the messengers had had patience
and not press for (Allah's punish-
ment) for them; the Day when they
see what they are being threatened
with, (they will think) as if they did
not stay (in the world) but for an
hour of the day; (the Quraan is) the
communication (of Allah's mess-
age); hence, none shall be wiped out
but the people transgressing (the
guidance).
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