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SURATULHUJURAAT (49)

The Suratullhujuraat continues and expands the twenty-ninth verse of the preceding surah
where Muhammed (s.a.w.s}) has been called Allah's messenger and his companions have
been eulogized. The Surah lays down two injunctions in the first and second verses to
make the believers realize the unrivalled position that he occupies among them. The third
verse states the ideal behaviour that they must adopt in his presence and they have been
promised forgiveness and a supreme reward for it.

The Surah, then, proceeds to criticize the conduct of the new converts to Islam, mentioned
from the fourteenth verse to the eighteenth verse, in the fourth and fifth verses. They must
act on the injunctions laid down in the first three verses. As Medina was exposed to
dangers from all quarters, in the sixth verse, believers have been instructed to inquire into
any piece of news brought to them by any scaremonger and submit it to the Messenger for
final decision. The seventh and eighth verses eulogize the conduct of the believers as done
in the twenty-ninth verse of the preceding surah, along with stressing their hatred of what
is contrary to belief, being from Allah's mercy and bounty. But even such believers,
merciful as they are, may split into two groups and end up fighting. The rest of the
believers, not party to any of the two, must, then, rise to the occasion and make peace
between the two in keeping with justice as believers form a universal fraternity.

The Surah, then, proceeds further to lay down certain norms of conduct in pursuance of the
seventh verse in which disbelief, transgression, and disobedience have been specified
contrary to belief. Such norms are essential for the health of the body politic and ensuring
the rule of mercy in it. Hence, the Surah in its eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth verses
prohibits ridiculing, nicknaming, nursing notions, prying into private affairs, and
backbiting for all of them militate against The Islamic fraternity, equality; and liberty and
jeopardize the moral health and wholeness of the Islamic Community. The Surah lays
down the standard norm  fearing Allah and guarding against evils which is the true
measure of honour, while all other divisions of human beings into groups are for the sake
of mere recognition.

The Surah, finally, proceeds, from the fourteenth verse to the eighteenth verse, to address
itself to the new converts to Islam, the desert dwellers, who were away from Medina and
the companions of the Messenger. So, they could not be thoroughly instructed in the
Islamic way of life. Hence, the fifteenth verse presents the ideal conduct before them to be
followed in letter and spirit. The Surah ends with the declaration that Allah has full
knowledge of what they do and hence, they must be true to the way of life they have
accepted and learn it for the good of their own souls instead of laying any obligation on
Allah and the Messenger.
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CSURATULI:IUJURAAT)

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

1. O (the people) who believe! You
must not give priority (to your
views) before Allah and His
Messenger and you must fear
disobeying Allah; Allah, certainly,
hears (what you say), knows (what
youdo).

2. O (the people) who believe! You
must neither raise your voices
above the Prophet's voice nor speak
to him loudly as you do loudly to
one another lest your actions should
be nullified and you do not, even,
realize.

3. (The people) who lower their voices
before Allah's Messenger are (the
people) whose hearts Allah has
purified and singled out for
guarding against hellfire __ they
shall have forgiveness and a
supreme reward.

Most of (those people) who call you
out of the apartments do not
exercise their reason.

5. [If they had been patient till you
came out to them, it would have
been the best for them; and Allah is
forgiving, merciful.

6. O (the people) who believe! If a
scaremonger comes to you with a
piece of news, you must inquire into
(it critically) lest you should afflict
any group of people in ignorance
and then, you are left repenting at
what youdo.

7. And you must know that, among
you, there is Allah's Messenger; if
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he followed you in most of the
matters, you would, certainly, fall
into distress: but Allah has made
you love the belief (eimaan) and
adorned it into your hearts and
made you hate disbelief and
transgression and disobedience
(the people) such as these are the
followers of theright path

8. As the bounty and the grace on the
part of Allah; and Allah has
knowledge, wisdom.

9. And if two parties of believers end
up fighting with each other, you
must, then, make peace between the
two: but, if one of the two acts
wrongfully against the other, you
must, then, fight against (the party)
which acts wrongfully till it returns
to Allah's authority; hence, if it
returns (accepts Allah's authority),
you must, then, make peace
between the two in keeping with
justice and you must go by equity:
Allah, certainly, loves those who act
in keeping with equity (justice,
according to natural law or right
Webster).

10. (All the) believers are brothers

exclusively and hence, you must

make peace between both (the
parties of) your brothers; and you
must fear disobeying Allah so that
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women (because) it may be that
they are better than those (women
who laugh at) and you must neither
speak ill of anyone in the face nor
give one another insulting
nicknames: after the belief (eimaan,
giving anyone) a wicked name is
transgressing (the divine law), and
(those people) who do not repent (of
their misconduct are the people
who) are the wrongdoers.
12. O (the people) who believe! You
must keep away from most of the
notions (for) many of the notions
are, certainly, sins and you must
neither pry (into others' affairs) nor
backbite against one another; does
anyone of you like that he should eat
his dead brother's flesh? But you
will yourselves hate it; and you
must fear disobeying Allah; Allah,
certainly, turns forgivingly, is
merciful.
13. O human beings! We have created
you from a male and a female and
turned you into large tribes /
communities and (small) tribes so
that you should recognize one
another; in fact, the most
honourable among you, in Allah's
view, is the most fearing and
guarding himself from evils among
you; Allah, certainly, knows
(everything, is) cognizant (aware of
everything).
14. The desert dwellers say, "We
believe." Say, "You do not believe."
But (you should) say, "We submit
ourselves," and belief (eimaan) has
not, yet, entered into your hearts
and if you obey Allah and His
Messenger, He shall not reduce (the
reward of) your actions at all; Allah
is, certainly, forgiving, merciful.
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