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SURAH QAAF (50)

The Surah Qaaf starts the sixth group of surahs with the theme of the Resurrection and
the Judgement predominant though other subjects have, also, been treated along with
them.

The Surah quotes the Quraan as the witness, with its sublime subjects, to the
Resurrection and the Judgement in the very first verse. The second and third verses,
then, cite the Makkan polytheists' wonder at the coming of the Messenger as the warner
of the Resurrection. The fourth and fifth verses reply to them and then, the Surah
proceeds, from the sixth verse to the eleventh verse, to cite a number of natural
phenomena, to prove His omnipotence and providence, with the eleventh verse
asserting  "We vivify a dead land by it (the rain water); so shall be the rising" (of the
dead). Resurrection has, therefore, been shown as natural as vegetation. And it stands to
reason, [f man has a mind, freedom of action, and the entire universe serviceable to him,
he must be held accountable. It would be against justice, if he were not. The Surah, then,
cites a number of doomed peoples in the twelfth and thirteenth verses. They had, like
the Makkan polytheists, repudiated their messengers, who had warned them of the
Resurrection for accountability and hence, perished. The fifteenth verse answers their
query reported in the third verse.

Asserting in the sixteenth verse that Allah knows everything, the Surah proceeds to
specify, in the seventeenth and eighteenth verses, how the record of everybody's actions
and utterances is being kept by two keepers and, after death, on the Day promised for
accountability, the entire record kept by them shall be presented before Allah. The
Surah portrays vividly all the details, from the twentieth verse to the thirty-fifth verse,
of what will happen on that day, how polytheists shall be punished violently and the
fearing rewarded abundantly because absolute justice shall be dispensed to all on that
day.

The Surah, finally, warns the Quraysh in the thirty-sixth verse that they shall not find
any refuge, if His punishment visits upon them as it had visited upon the doomed
peoples of old. Hence, they must heed and learn their lesson from such a warning, tells
them the thirty-seventh verse. In the thirty-eighth verse, the Surah asserts Allah's
omnipotence. The next two verses console the Messenger and exhort him to have
patience and seek strength in prayer. The Surah, from the forty-first verse to the forty-
fourth verse, returns to the theme of the Resurrection asserted in the eleventh verse and
pictures it vividly in the forty-fourth verse. The forty-fifth verse, again, exhorts the
Messenger to continue warning them of the Day as specified in the Quraan. But he
cannot force anything on the polytheists.
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(angels) sitting on the right and on
the left join each other (in keeping a
record of his actions and
utterances).
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18. He does not utter a single word but
has a watcher / keeper (on watch)
ready (to record it).

19. And the throes / violence and coma
of death shall, certainly, come: that

is what you cannot turn aside from.

20. And the trumpet shall be sounded,
that will be the Day, threatened

(with dire punishment).

21. And everybody shall come, with
him a herder and a witness. (The
same angels as mentioned in the

seventeenth verse.)

22. (Then, he will be told), "You have
been unmindful of it. We have,
therefore, taken off you your lid (the
veil of sensuality), and hence, your

eyesight s, today, very sharp."

23. And his companion (one of the
angels accompanying him through
his worldly life) will say, "Here it is
what has been with me (his entire

record) ready (for his punishment).

24. (Both the angels will be ordered),
Both of you, into the Hell, throw
every ungrateful person, one

deliberately hostile to the truth.
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Rabb! 1 had not prompted him to
exceed the proper bounds in doing
wrong and committing sins: but he
himself had strayed deep into error"
(misguidance). A
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

They shall have what they wish in it
and We have more (to grant them).

And how many a community We
have, before them, wiped out! They
were more violent in seizure than
they (the Quraysh are) and hence,
they travelled through lands
seeking refuge, (but could they
find) any escape (from punish-
ment)?

In such (a warning), there is,
certainly, a lesson for whoever has
an (appreciative) heart or lends
one's ears (to it) and he is heedful to
(the guidance).

And We created the heavens and the
Earth and what is in between both
during six days (phases of time)
and no weariness, whatsoever,
afflicted Us.

Hence, you must be patient with
what they say and declare (Him)
free from imperfections with glory
to your Rabb before the sunrise and
before the sunset.

And you must declare Him free
from imperfections during night
and, also, at the end of the
prostration (obligatory prayers).

And listen! The Day, when an
announcer announces (the coming
ofthe Day) from a place nearby,

On that Day, they shall hear the
(trumpet) blast truly (accurately);
that will be the Day of the rising (of
the dead).
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43. We give life and We cause death and
to Us shall be the return (of all).

44. The Day when the Earth is split off
them (the dead), they will be
hurrying; such a gathering will be
easy for Us.

45. We know best what they are talking
(about it) and you are not going to
compel them (to accept Islam)
forcibly and hence, you must
admonish, whoever fears My threat,
with the Quraan.
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