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SURATULHADEED (57)

The Suratulhadeed carries on the theme of reward and punishment on the Judgement
Day with respect to spending money, time, and energy for the sake of Allah. Spending
for Him is the criterion to judge any person by, especially when the Islamic Community
is threatened to be overcome by its enemies.
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From the first verse to the sixth verse, the Surah stresses Allah's sovereignty over the [
entire cosmos, His might, wisdom, knowledge, and finality in all the matters by virtue of
His creativity. When the Surah was revealed, the Islamic State of Medina was
surrounded by hostile forces antagonistic to Islam. Hence, it called for vigilance and |
preparedness. Spending and struggling for Allah were, therefore, of prime importance.
As for the sincere believers, they did their best. But such believers as had weakness or
various shades of hypocrisy, shirked both of them. From the seventh verse to the
eleventh verse, the Surah addresses such believers and exhorts them not to sit on the
fence but spend as much as they can and participate in fighting against the enemy. The
Surah reminds them of their pledge in the eighth verse and urges them to shed their
lethargy. They shall have a supreme reward. The Surah, then, from the twelfth verse to
the fifteenth verse, proceeds to portray the reward of the sincere believers and the plight
of all the hypocritical persons along with the disbelievers in the afterworld. The Surah,
then, from the sixteenth verse to the twenty-fourth verse, exhorts them to yield to Allah's
Word and not conduct themselves like the Jews, callous and transgressing. The
seventeenth verse equates revealed knowledge with rain vivifying a dead land and the
eighteenth verse restates what has, already, been stated in the eleventh verse just to
rouse them to action. The Surah mentions sincere believers and their reward in the
nineteenth verse along with the punishment of disbelievers. The twentieth verse gives
an image of wordly possessions being transitory while the afterworld has both
punishment and forgiveness.
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Hence, the twenty-first verse exhorts them to strive for forgiveness in this very world.
They must trust in Allah and be neither indifferent to the Messenger's call nor niggardly.
If they are so, they will come to grief and lose His bounty as all the misfortunes afflict
human beings with His knowledge.
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The Surah, finally, proceeds, from the twenty-fifth verse to the twenty-ninth verse, to
argue for spending, struggling, and fighting for Allah on the part of the believers and for
this purpose, iron has been created. What the Last Messenger is doing is nothing but
following in the footprints of his illustrious predecessors, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and
Jesus, all of whom had been honoured with the books of guidance, now, culminating in
the Quraan. Islam means submission to Allah's will and seeking His pleasure. It does
not promote monasticism in any way because it gives the message of action and
struggling for His cause. The last two verses exhort the people, who have come to
believe, to fear Allah and believe in the Messenger in the true sense. He shall
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grant them two portions of His mercy in this world and the afterworld and forgive them.
If they continue spending and struggling for Him, He shall grant them His bounty
because all the bounty is in His control irrespective of what the people of the Book
claim.
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the heaven and what ascends into it
and He is with you wherever you are
and Allah watches what you do.

5. To Him belongs the sovereignty of
the heavens and the Earth; and to
Allah are returned all the matters.

6. He merges night in day and merges
day in night; and He knows the
thoughts hidden in (human) breasts.

7.  (Hence), you must believe in Allah
and His Messenger and spend (the
possessions) of which He has
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appointed you (His) trustees to
exercise (His) powers in and hence,
(those people) who, among you,
believe (in Allah) and spend (what
they earn to seek His pleasure) shall
have a handsome reward.

8. And what is the matter with you that
you do not believe in Allah while
the Messenger is calling upon you
to believe in your Rabb and He has,
(already), imposed an obligation on
you, if you are, (really), believers?

9. It is He Who has been revealing
verses, expounding (the guidance),
to His servant (the Messenger),
portion by portion, so that he should
bring you out of darkness upon
darkness (and lead you) to the light
(of the guidance); and Allah is,
certainly, very compassionate,
merciful with you.

10. And what is the matter with you that

you do not spend (your possessions)

in Allah's cause while to Allah
belongs the heritage of the heavens
and the Earth? Those among you

(who will spend their possessions

after the Conquest of Makka)

cannot equal (those believers)
who will spend (their possessions)
before the Conquest and fight

(against the enemy); such

(believers) shall have higher (more

exalted) position than (those

believers) who will spend (their
possessions) and fight (against the
enemy) after (the Conquest); and

Allah promises the best outcome to

everyone (of you) and Allah is

cognizant (aware) of what you do.
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SECTION 2
11. Who is he that will lend Allah a
handsome loan so that He should
multiply it manifold for him and he
shall have a generous reward?
12. (Imagine) the Day when you see
believing men and believing
women, their light moving in front
of them and on their right, (they will
be told), "There is good news for
you, today, (of) gardens under
which rivers will be flowing, (you
will) abide among them eternally.”
Such (a reward) is the supreme
success.
13. On that Day, hypocritical men and
hypocritical women will say to
(those people) who believe, "Await
us! Let us have some of your light."
(But) they will be told, "Go back to
your rear and then, look for (your)
light" (elsewhere) and then,
between them shall be built a wall
that will have a door: inside it, there
will be mercy and towards the
outside of it, there will be
punishment.
14. (The hypocrites) will call on them,
"Were we not with you" (in the
world)? (The believers) will say,
"Yes, but you used to subject
yourselves to trials and await (our
ruin) and keep doubting and wishes
had deluded you (into denying
Allah's guidance) till Allah's
judgement came and (till the last,
the charms of) the world had
deluded you away from Allah.
15. Hence, today, neither any ransom
will be taken from you nor from
(those people) who had disbelieved;
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your abode (home) is the fire (of the

Hell): it is your patron and what an

evil place of return itis!”
16. Has not the time come for (those
people) who believe that their
hearts should yield to Allah's
admonition and what has been
revealed (to the Messenger) as the
(sole) truth (Quraan) and they must
not be (conduct themselves) like
(those people) who had been given
the Book (Torah) earlier? A long
time has elapsed over them and
hence, their hearts have hardened
and most of them are transgressors.
17. You must know that Allah, (alone),
vivifies the earth after its death; We
have made Our arguments clear for
you so that you should exercise
your reason.
18. Indeed, alms giving men and alms
giving women and those who lend
Allah a handsome loan (must rest in
Allah for) it shall be multiplied
manifold for them and they shall
have a genecrous reward (in the
afterworld).
19. And (those people) who believe in
Allah and His messengers are such
(people) as are the utmost in
truthfulness and the witnesses in
your Rabb's view: they shall have
their reward and their light and
(those people) who disbelieve and
belie and deny Our verses are such
(people as) shall be the inhabitants
ofthe blazing fire (ofthe Hell).
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SECTION 3

20. You must know that the life of the
world is sport and amusement and
adornment and vying (striving for
superiority) for glorying among
yourselves and vying for the excess
of properties (money power) and
children (manpower among
yourselves), like an abundant rain
the plant life (vegetation born of
which) excites the wonder of the
farmers and then, it withers and
hence, you see it turn yellow and
then, it turns into chaff and, in the
afterworld, there is, (both), violent
punishment and Allah's forgiveness
and pleasure; and the life of the
world is no more than deluding
enjoyment (of fleeting goods).

21. You must race (have a race with
other believers) towards your
Rabb's forgiveness and the Paradise
the width (the largeness of extent)
of which is like the width of the
heaven and the Earth, having been
prepared for (those people) who
believe in Allah and His mess-
engers; such is Allah's bounty
which He grants whom He wills;
and Allah is possessed of supreme
bounty.

22. Neither any adversity afflicts

(human beings anywhere) through-

out the Earth nor in your persons but

it has, already, been recorded in a

register before We bring them into

being; such (a record) is very easy
for Allah (to keep).

23. (He has explained it to you) so that

you must neither grieve at what you

lose nor rejoice in what He gives
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28.

29.

people) who followed him and (as
for) monasticism (is concerned),
they had invented it We had not
made it obligatory on them  only
to seek Allah's pleasure, but they
could not show it the regard that it
deserved and hence, We gave (those
people) who believed, among them,
their reward and most of them
turned transgressors.

O the people who believe! You must
fear disobeying Allah and believe in
His Messenger (truly). He shall
give you two portions of His mercy
and grant you a light by which you
will walk (conduct yourselves in
life) and forgive you; and Allah is
forgiving, merciful.

(He will grant you such a reward) so
that the people of the Book must
know that they have no power, at
all, over any part of Allah's bounty
and that all the bounty is in Allah's
hand (control), He gives whom He
wills; and Allah is possessed of
supreme bounty.
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