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SURATULMUJAADALA (58)

The Suratulmujaadala carries on the theme of reward and punishment from the
preceding surah. Believers shall be rewarded in this world as well as in the afterworld,
while disbelievers and hypocrites shall be punished in this world as well as the
afterworld. Anyone who submits oneself to the Messenger is a true believer. But
whoever does not submit oneself to the Messenger, opposes him and launches a
whispering campaign against him is a hypocrite and he shall be punished in this world
as well as the afterworld. Hence, the Surah, from the first verse to the fourth verse,
presents such a truly believing lady who brought her hardship to the notice of the
Messenger and instantly, Allah, in His infinite mercy, solved her problem to her entire
satisfaction and through her, a wicked practice, followed since the days of the
Ignorance, was rescinded, of course, with necessary penalty. She was rewarded in this
very world and her reward in the afterworld shall be greater.
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The Surah, from the fifth verse to the eighth verse, criticizes the conduct of disbelievers
and hypocrites who were hostile to the Messenger, insulted him, launched a whispering
campaign against him in spite of being warned against it, and conspired against him for
they were in collusion with the Jews. Naturally, they shall be punished in this world and
the afterworld. Hence, the Surah, in the ninth and tenth verses, prohibits the true
believers from doing anything that has, even, the remotest similarity with the
hypocrites. Since the hypocrites used to sit in a gang in the presence of the Messenger,
whisper together, and even pass insulting remarks against him in veiled words, these
instructions became necessary. They apply to any gathering or meeting. These
hypocrites used to whisper among themselves against the Messenger as well as with the
Messenger against the believers. Many other persons used to follow suit and hence,
spoiled much of the precious time of the Messenger. The twelfth verse was, therefore,
revealed to discourage this practice and when it was brought home to them, its
cancellation, also, followed in a few days. But the hypocrites were, in any case,
deterred.
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The Surah, again, takes up the conduct of the hypocrites from the fourteenth verse to the
twentieth verse. The Surah exposes their false oaths sworn to the Messenger to clear
their position and threatens them with the punishment of the fire. The eighteenth verse
exposes their habit of compulsive lying and the nineteenth verse includes them in the
Devil's party for the Devil had gained his upper hand over them. The Surah, then,
proceeds to celebrate the conduct of true believers and includes them in Allah's party,
beginning the twenty-first verse with the clear prophecy of their supremacy. The
twenty-second verse announces Allah's pleasure for them and promises them the
Paradise where they shall stay eternally.
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poor persons; such is (the enjoin-
ment) so that you must believe in
Allah and His Messenger; and such
are Allah’s bounds and disbelievers
shall have a grievous punishment.

5. (Those people) who oppose and
confront Allah and His Messenger
shall be humbled and punished as
(those people) who preceded them,
had been humbled and punished;
and We have revealed verses
expounding (the guidance); and
disbelievers shall have a humi-
liating punishment.

6. (Imagine) the Day when Allah
resurrects (raises from the dead) all
of them and then, He shall make
them known what they have been
doing (in this world); Allah has
enumerated and preserved a record
of it and they have forgotten it; and
Allah is a witness to everything.

SECTION 2

7. Do you not consider that Allah
knows what is throughout the
heavens and what is throughout the
Earth? There is neither any whis-
pering (in which secrets are
confided) of the three, but He is the
fourth of them nor of the five, but
He is the sixth of them and neither
fewer than such (a number) nor
more, but He is with them wherever
they are and then, He shall make
them known what they have been
doing (in this world) on the Day of
Resurrection; indeed, Allah has the
knowledge of everything.
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8. Do you not see (those people) who
were forbidden (commanded
against) whispering (conspiratorial
conversation) and even then, they
have, repeatedly, been doing what
they were forbidden and they have
been whispering of sin and
exceeding (Allah's bounds) and
disobeying the Messenger and
when they come to you, they salute
you with what Allah has not saluted
you with and they say to them-
selves, "Why has Allah not
punished us for what we have been
saying?" The Hell is enough for
them: they shall go into it: hence,
what an evil place of return it is!

9. O the (people) who believe! When
you whisper to each other, you must
not whisper to each other of sin and
exceeding (Allah's bounds) and
disobeying the Messenger and
whisper to each other of obedience
and guarding yourselves against
disobeying Him and you must fear
Allah to Whom all of you shall be
gathered up (raised from the dead
for accountability).

10. In fact, whispering (conspiratorial
conversation comes), from the
Devil in order to grieve (those
people) who believe though he
cannot harm them, at all, except by
Allah's permission; and in Allah,
(alone), must, then, the believers
trust.

11. O the (people) who believe! When

you are told to make room for

(others) in (your) gatherings, you

must, then, make room (for them),

Allah will make room for you and

when you are told to stand up, you

must, then, stand up, Allah will
elevate the positions of (those
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people) who believe among you and

of (those people) who have been

granted knowledge; and Allah is

cognizant (aware) of what you do.
12. O the (people) who believe! When
you hold a whispering (secret
conversation) with the Messenget,
you should, then, give, before your
secret conversation, (some) alms;
such (a practice) is the best and the
purest for you; but, if you do not
find (anything), Allah is forgiving,
merciful.
13. Are you afraid that you will have to
give alms before your whispering
(secret conversation with the
Messenger)? So, when you could
not do it and Allah has turned
forgivingly to you _ you must,
then, keep performing the obliga-
tory prayer and paying zakaat and
obeying Allah and His Messenger;
and Allah is cognizant (aware) of
what you do.

SECTION 3

14. Do you not see (observe those
people) who make friends with such
a group (of people) with whom
Allah is indignant? They are neither
with you nor with them and they
swear oaths on falschood though
they know (it).
15. Allah has prepared a violent
punishment for them: how evil is,
indeed, what they are doing!
16. They have made their oaths a shield
and hence, they prevent (the
people) from Allah's way and
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

hence, they shall have a humiliating
punishment (in the afterworld).

Neither will their properties (money
power) nor their children (man-
power) avail (help) them against
Allah at all; such (people) are the
inhabitants of the fire (of the Hell):
they shall abide in it eternally.

The Day when Allah raises all of
them from the dead, they will, then,
swear to Him as they have been
swearing to you and think that they
are on something (on a firm footing
safe from accountability). (But)
listen! They are themselves liars.

The Devil has gained the upper
hand over them and hence, made
them neglect remembering Allah;
such (people comprise) the Devil's
party; listen! Indeed, (those in) the
Devil's party are the losers (misled
and ruined).

In fact, (those people) who oppose
and confront Allah and His
Messenger are such (people as are)
among the vilest.

Allah has destined (preordained)
I and My messengers shall,
certainly, achieve supremacy;
indeed, Allah is strong, mighty.

You will never find such people as
believe in Allah and the Last Day,
being friendly with (those people)
who oppose and confront Allah and
His Messenger, even if they are
their fathers or their sons or their
brothers or their relatives. Such are
(the people) in whose hearts
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(Allah) has ingrained belief
(eimaan) and supported them with
mercy® on His Own part and He
will admit them into the gardens
under which rivers will be flowing,
abiding among them eternally,
Allah pleased with them and they,
pleased with Him; such (people
comprise) Allah's party; listen!
Indeed, (those in) Allah's party are
going to be the prosperous (marked
by success).

* Ibn-i-Katheer interprets ( &> )
roohun to connote ( §55 ) quwwatun
(power) and (S ) taaeedun

(support).
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