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SURATUTTAHREEM (66)

The Suratuttahreem treats the same theme with a difference. If hatred drives a husband
to divorce and violate Allah's bounds, love may, also, drive him to declare unlawful
what is lawful for him whereas it is not, at all, permitted to anyone, least of all, to the
Last Messenger, to violate His bounds. Hence, the Messenger who had sworn not to eat
honey just to please his wives has, in the second verse, been commanded to annul his
oath and all the believers must do so, if they happen to swear an oath violating any of
Allah's bounds. The Surah, then, from the third verse to the fifth verse alludes to the
incident obliquely and warns the two wives  'dayisha and Hafsa __ in particular and
all the wives in general not to do so in future otherwise the Messenger shall be driven to
divorce them. This warning was necessary because they were, as the Messenger's wives
and all the believers' mothers, models of obedience and guarding themselves against
His disobedience and their image as such must continue. The sixth verse warns the
believers in general because transgression of His bounds, if once permitted, shall
become the prevalent practice only to threaten the cohesion of the Islamic Community
by shattering homes. The seventh verse gives an image of transgressors and
disbelievers on the Day of Judgement. The eighth verse exhorts the believers to repent
and be with the Messenger to earn the Paradise and their light in the afterworld with
belief in this world. The ninth verse enjoins the Messenger to strive against disbelievers
and hypocrites and not spare them. The ninth and tenth verses cite the fate of two
disbelieving wives _ Noah's wife and Lot's wife  whom their husbands, despite
being messengers, could not protect from the fire. The last two verses cite the examples
of Pharaoh's wife and Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ __ the two ladies singled out by
Allah to be emulated by all the believing women.
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<SURATUTTAI:IREEM>

()

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

O Prophet! Why do you, (by an
oath), hold unlawful what Allah
holds lawful for you, (only), to seek
the pleasure of your wives? And
Allahis forgiving, merciful.

Allah has made obligatory on all of
you the annulment of your oaths;
and Allah is your protector and He
is the Omniscient, the Sole Source
of wisdom.

And (it is worth mentioning) when
the Prophet confided a secret to one
of his wives but, when she made it
known and Allah disclosed it to
him, he (the Messenger) apprised
(her) some of it and evaded (did not
mention) the rest: but, when he (the
Messenger) informed her about it,
she said (to him), "Who has told you
this?" He said (to her), "The
Omniscient, the Most Cognizant
hastoldme."

(O the two wives of the Messen-
ger)! If both of you turn in
repentance to Allah, (it is, only,
proper for you) because the hearts
of both of you have, already,
inclined (towards repentance) and if
both of you help one another against
him (the Messenger), then, (you
must know that) Allah is his
protector and, after such a
(protection), Gabriel and righteous
believers and angels are his
supporters.
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5. It may be that his Rabb, if he
divorces all of you, gives him in
place of (in return for you), wives
better than all of you  women
(truly) submitting, believing,
obeying, repenting, serving (Allah),
fasting, deflowered, (separated or
divorced) and virginal.

6. O (the people) who believe! You
must guard yourselves and the
members of your families / and
kinsfolk against a fire the fuel of
which will be human beings (who
disbelieve) and the stones (idols):
there (stand guard) on it stern and
firm angels who do not disobey
Allah in what He commands them
and do (execute) what they are
commanded.

7. (Onthe Judgement Day disbelievers
shall be told), "O (the people) who
had disbelieved! Do not make
excuses today: you are being
requited, only, for what you had
been doing" (in the world).

SECTION 2

8. O (the people) who believe! You
must turn to Allah in repentance,
repenting sincerely: it may be that
your Rabb remits your sins and
admits you into the gardens under
which rivers will be flowing on the
Day when Allah will not disgrace
the Prophet and (those people) who
believe with him: their light will be
moving before them and on their
right sides: they will be saying, "O
our Rabb! Bring our light, for us, to
the full and forgive us: You,
certainly, possess absolute power
and authority over everything.”
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9. O Prophet! You must struggle against
the disbelievers and the hypocrites
and treat them ruthlessly; and their
resting place (home) is the Gehenna
(Hell) and what a bad place of arrival
itis!

10. Allah gives an example for (those

people) who disbelieve _ Noah's

wife and Lot's wife _ both of them
were under two of our righteous
servants (messengers), but both of
them betrayed them, and hence, both

(the messengers) were, at all, of no

avail to both (the wives) against Allah

and both of them were told, "Enter the
fire (of the Hell) along with those
entering" (going into it).

11. And Allah gives (another) example

for (those people) who believe, (that

of) Pharaoh's wife, when she said, "O

my Rabb! Build a house for me with

You in the Paradise and deliver me

from Pharaoh and his misdeeds and

deliver me from the wrongdoing
people.”

12. And (He gives yet another example

of) Mary, Imraan's daughter, who

used to guard her chastity and hence,

We breathed some of Our spirit into it

(her womb) and she accepted her

Rabb’s words (promises) and His

books as true and belonged to the

obedient.
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