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SURATULQALAM (68)

The Suratulgalam warns the Quraysh of the punishment in this world as well as of a
greater punishment in the world to come as the thirty-third verse of the Surah specifies.
The Surah starts with the oath of the pen, that is, the pen, as the symbol of knowledge,
bears witness that the Quraan, being written with it, has sublime subjects not as alleged
by the polytheists who, deliberately, used to allege melancholia verging on insanity to
the Messenger as a piece of political propaganda. They knew that if their system of
exploitation gave way, their prosperity and authority would also cease under the new
leadership. Hence, the Surah contradicts it and assures the Messenger that he shall have
an uninterrupted reward as he possesses a sublime moral character. This prophecy came
true literally and even now the Prophet's Mosque is visited accordingly by millions from
every nook and corner of the world every day. The fifth and sixth verses threaten them
and the seventh verse stresses His omniscience. Allah shall deal with everyone as one
deserves. The Messenger has, therefore, been told not to have any truck with their
leaders whose character has been portrayed from the ninth verse to the fifteenth verse.
How can such leaders guide any people except to damnation? The sixteenth verse,
therefore, targets their arrogance.

The Surah, then, from the seventeenth verse to the thirty-third verse narrates the story of
such godless owners of a garden that was visited upon by a visitation. The owners were
thankless to Allah, being exploiters, and had exceeded all the bounds in doing wrong
like the leaders of the Makkan polytheists imaged above. Hence, the Surah threatens
them of such a punishment not only in the world but also in the world to come. On the
contrary, it promises, in the thirty-fourth verse that the fearing shall have the gardens of
bliss in the world to come. The Surah, then, from the thirty-fifth verse to the thirty-ninth
verse, addresses them directly and debunks their claim that they shall have what they
choose for themselves and that their prosperity and power shall go on unabated. The
Surah, then, through the Messenger, asks them who can guarantee them all that. Will
their associates do it? On the contrary, their plight has been depicted vividly in the forty-
second and forty-third verses. The forty-fourth and forty-fifth verses, again, warn them
of impending doom. The forty-sixth and forty-seventh verses rebuke them for not
listening to the Messenger and pondering his message. They have been addressed to the
Messenger to show His indignation with the polytheists. Hence, the forty-seventh verse
asks him if they have the knowledge of the unseen guaranteeing their continued power,
prestige, and prosperity.

Between the lines the Surah implies that their arrogance has reached the point where
their system of exploitation is going to give way. It is only a matter of time. Hence the
Messenger has been advised in the forty-eighth verse to go by patience unlike Jonah
whose impatience had cost him dear. The fifty-first verse, again, portrays their self-
excruciating anger with regard to the Messenger's recitation of the Quraan in public to
guide them and their response __ "he is, certainly, insane." The Surah contradicts it
forcefully and declares, to their great dismay, that the Quraan is the book to guide all the
human beings of the world.
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( SURATULQALAM )

(iR

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

1. Noon, by the pen and (by) what they
(scribes) write (the Quraan).
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2. You are not, by your Rabb’s grace,
insane.

3. And you shall, certainly, have a
reward, uninterrupted.

4. And you, certainly, possess a
sublime moral character.

5. Hence, you shall, soon, see and they
shall, also, see

6. Which of you (the two parties) has
been led astray from the right path.

In fact, your Rabb, (alone), knows
best who has strayed from His path
and He, also, knows best those who
are the guided.

8. Hence, you must not follow the
belying and denying.

9. They wishthatifyouyield (to them)
they should, (also), yield (to you).
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

"Let no poor man enter it (the
garden) today (and come) to you"
(asking for charity).

And they went early in the morning
(thinking that) they were capable of
preventing (the poor).

But, when they saw it (the garden),
they said, "We have, certainly, lost
our way."

"But (then, they realized what had
befallen the garden) we have been
deprived." (of its fruit).

(Thereupon), said the best of them,
"Did I not say to you why you did
not declare (Allah) free from
imperfections?"

(Then), they said, "We declare our
Rabb free from imperfections. We
have, certainly, been wrongdoers."

Then, they turned to one another
(and started) blaming (the
misfortune) on one another.

They said, "Woe to us! We had,
certainly, exceeded the bounds in
doing wrong and committing sins /
defiance.

‘We hope that our Rabb will give us,
in return, a garden better than this
(one). Indeed, we supplicate (ask
humbly and earnestly) to our Rabb"
(in repentance).

Such is the punishment (in this
world) and the punishment of the
afterworld is the worst if only they
knew!
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

SECTION 2

The fearing shall, certainly, have,
with their Rabb, the gardens of
bliss.

Shall We, then, treat those submi-
tting themselves to (Us) like the
criminals?

What is the matter with you? How
do youjudge?

Do you have, with you, a (heavenly)
book in which youread

That, in it, you shall, certainly, have
what you choose (for yourselves)?

Do you have, with you, any oaths
binding on Us (Allah) till the Day of
Resurrection, that you shall have
what you judge (decide to be the
best) for yourselves?

Ask them which of them can
guarantee such a (fortune).

Do they have associates (to Allah to
do it? If 50), let them, then, produce
their associates if they are truthful.

The Day when the shank is
uncovered (the calamity befalls on
the Doomsday), and they are called
out to prostrate themselves (to
Allah), they will not, then, be able
(todo so).

Their eyes will be downcast,
dishonour shall overcome them and
they used to be called out to
prostrate themselves to (Allah in
this world) while they were sound.
(But they did not prostrate
themselves to Him.)
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44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

Hence, leave Me and all (those
people) who belie and deny this
Word (the Quraan): We will, soon,
by degrees, seize them in punish-
ment from where they shall not
come to know.

And I am giving them free rein to
enjoy life; My design is, indeed,
very strong (effective).

Are you asking them of any reward
by the debt / obligation of which
they are weighed down?

Do they have (the knowledge of)
the unseen and hence, they write?

Hence, you must wait for your
Rabb’s judgement patiently and you
must not be like the prey to the
whale, (Jonah), when he called on
(Allah), while he was oppressed
(crushed) with grief.

Had his Rabb's grace not caught up
with (reach ahead of) him, he would
have been cast off on an arid barren
land while he was blameworthy:.

Then, his Rabb chose him and
included him among the righteous.

And (those people) who disbelieve
would, almost, cause you to slip
(fall into error in reciting) by their
looks (angry and fierce stare), when
they hear the Book (Quraan being
recited) and they say (that) he is,
certainly, insane,

While it (the Quraan) is nothing but
a book (with a message) for all the
human beings.
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