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SURATULMA'AARLJ (70)

The Suratulma’aarij, again, warns the Quraysh __ the Makkan polytheists __ of the
impending doom. But, since they used to press for it, the Surah, in its fourth verse, gives
them the measure of a divine day equal to our fifty thousand years during which Gabriel
and angels reach Him. Hence, they must not press for it. It shall come according to
schedule fixed by Allah. The Messenger, distressed by their repudiation, has been
advised to bear with them gracefully in the fifth verse and further consoled in the
seventh and eighth verses that, however they may repudiate it, to Allah it is hard by as
according to Him, as given in the Suratulhajj, "one day, with your Rabb, is like a
thousand years according as you reckon." In the light of His calculation the entire |}
history of human civilization comes to shrink to hardly ten days.
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The Surah, then, proceeds, to portray the Day and the plight of disbelievers from the
eighth verse to the eighteenth verse. The Surah, with reference to these disbelievers,
from the nincteenth verse to the twenty-first verse, exposes the character of thorough
materialists, greedy of power and pelfand then, proceeds, from the twenty-second verse
to the thirty-fifth verse, to praise the character of such prayers as have the qualities
specified up to the thirty-fourth verse. They shall be entertained generously and
honourably in the gardens ofthe Heaven.

~

The Surah, in the next four verses, mirrors the angry reaction of the Makkan polytheists
enraged at the recitation of such verses by the Messenger. The nineteenth verse clarifies
that genetically all men are equal. What makes them excel one another is the moral
action or conduct.

The Surah proceeds further to the fortieth verse in which Allah swears by His Own
sustainability and maintainability of the easts and the wests, that is, the entire cosmos
manifesting His omnipotence, knowledge, and wisdom that He is capable of replacing
these polytheists with better people. But He is simply forbearing and giving them a
respite to ponder and mend. If they do not, they shall, suggests the Surah, meet the fate
ofthe doomed peoples.
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The Surah, finally, consoles the Messenger in his distress and tells him to let them
indulge in idle talk and disport till they encounter the Day being threatened to them. On
that Day, with their eyes downcast, dishonour overcoming them, they will be hastening,
after being resurrected, towards the place of their accountability and then, they shall
come to know, though in vain, what they are, now, being warned of by the Last
Messenger.
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(SURATULMA‘ AARI.D
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In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful
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And his family that sheltered him
(in the world),

And all (the people) who (live)
throughout the Earth, and then, it
should rescue him (from the
punishment).

Not at all, (it will not deliver him
from the punishment): it (the Hell)
is blazing fiercely (for)

Itis going to strip the skin,

Call everyone who turns his back on
and turns away (Allah and His
messenger)

And accumulates (wealth) and then,
he isniggardly.

Indeed, man has been created
greedy (of possessions).

When adversity afflicts him, he
gives a violent outburst of
impatience.

And when prosperity reaches him,
he is extremely close-fisted.

Except the prayers

Who are constant to performing
their obligatory prayer.

And (those believers) in whose
possessions, there is a right (fair
claim) fixed,

For the one asking for alms and the
one deprived of means.
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And (those believers) who accept
the Day of Judgement as true

And (those believers) who are on
guard against their Rabb’s punish-
ment

Indeed, their Rabb's punishment is
without being secure against

And (those believers) who protect
their private parts,

Except from their wives or what
their right hands possess (for), in that
case, they are without being
blamed.

But (those people) who seek (to go)
beyond such (enjoinments as
mentioned above) are (the people
who) exceed the proper bounds.

And (those believers) who keep (are
faithful to) their trusts and their
obligations (commitments / under-
takings),

And (those believers) who stand
firm by their testimonies,

And (those believers) who perse-
vere at their obligatory prayer.

(The people) such (as mentioned
above) shall be (entertained
generously and) honourably in the
gardens (ofthe Heaven).

SECTION 2

What is the matter, then, with (those
people) who disbelieve that they are
hurrying along (with advancing
motion) running towards you?
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