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SURAH NOOH (71)

The entire Surah Nooh is, thematically, of a piece with the preceding surahs. The whole
story has been narrated to warn the Quraysh and persuade them to turn to Allah
repentantly, give up their arrogance, and submit themselves to the discipline of the
Quraan __the Last Message revealed to the Last Messenger. If they do not, as a result of
their repudiation, they shall, like Noah's people, be punished in this world as well as the
world to come. The Surah, in its first two verses, assigns the role of a warner to Noah
who warns them of the impending doom. Hence, they must fear Allah and follow him,
says the third verse in a nutshell. Such has been the message of every prophet and
messenger. Such was the message delivered to the Makkan polytheists by the Last
Messenger in the initial stage of his call to humankind to turn to Allah. But Noah's [
people were arrogant and their leaders, like the leaders of the Makkan polytheists,
feared that they would lose leadership and hence, their system based on exploitation of
man by man would give way and their people would be emancipated from ignorance,
inequality, and exploitation. Hence, they stood up for the status quo and opposed Noah
tooth and nail for nine hundred and fifty years as the fourteenth verse of the
Suratul ankaboot records. Hence, Noah was constrained to pray to Allah complaining
of their arrogance and repudiation of the message from the fifth verse to the fourteenth
verse and then, from the twenty-first verse to the twenty-fourth verse and, finally, from
the twenty-sixth verse to the twenty-eighth verse. From the fifteenth verse to the
twentieth verse and the twenty-fifth verse of the Surah are Allah's utterance. Noah's
prayer was heard and his people, except the believers with him in the ark, were, not only,
drowned in the Flood, but also, sent to the Hell as reported by the twenty-fifth verse. The
Makkan polytheists along with their arrogant leaders were, by implication, threatened
to be punished similarly.
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In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

1. We sent Noah to his people (and
commanded him), "Warn your
people (of their defiance) before a
grievous punishment visits upon
them."

2. He said (to them), "O My people! I
am a warner to you, expounding
(the guidance).

3. Serve (render exclusive obedience
to) Allah and fear Him and obey me.

4. He will forgive some of your sins
(preceding sins) and grant you a
respite till an appointed term;
indeed, Allah's (decreed) time (of
the end of a community), when it
comes, cannot be delayed, if only
you knew" (it)!

5. Hesaid, "O my Rabb! 1 called upon
my people (to cease defiance) night
and day.

6. But my call did not but add to
(increase _ intensify) them into
fleeing (from the guidance).

7. And whenever I called upon them
so that You (Allah) should forgive
them, they put their fingers into
their ears and covered themselves
with their clothes and persisted
(in their disobedience) and
displayed arrogance, displaying it
(inordinately).

8. Then, I called upon them publicly.
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9. Then, I addressed them openly and
spoke to them secretly.

10. Then, I said to them, °‘Ask

forgiveness of your Rabb, He is,

indeed, very forgiving.

11. He shall send clouds raining

copiously onyou,

12. And support you with possessions

and sons (manpower) and grow

gardens for you and cause rivers to

flow for you.

13. Whatis the matter with you that you

do not fear Allah's forbearance and

supremacy,

14. Though He has created you

variously, (in different moulds,

shapes and states)?”"

15. Do you not see how Allah has

created the seven heavens layer

upon layer.

16. And made the Moon a light among

them and lighted the Sun as a lamp?

17. And Allah has grown you from the

earth (into a wonderful) growth.

18. Then, He shall take you back into it

and, (at the Resurrection), take you

out (of the earth) raising (you from

the dead).

19. And Allah has spread the Earth as an

expanse for you

20. So that you may travel through her

(the Earth) along paths through

passes,
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SECTION 2

21. Noah said (to Allah), "O my Rabb,
they have disobeyed me and
followed (those materialists) whose
wealth and sons (manpower) have
not added to them but their loss
(moral, mental, and social ruin).

22. And they have conspired (against

me and your guidance), conspiring

inabig way.

23. And they say (to their people), “You

must neither give up your gods nor

give up (worshipping) Wadd nor

Suwa' nor Yaghooth nor Ya'ooq nor

Nasr’

24, And they have, (already), mis-

guided (led astray the people) in

large numbers and (O Allah)! Do
not add to these wrongdoers but
misguidance."

25. On account of their sins, they were
drowned (in the Flood waters) and
hence, made to enter the fire (of the
Hell) and then, they did not find any
helpers for themselves against

Allah.

26. And Noah said, "O my Rabb! Do
not leave any of the disbelievers as
aninhabitant on the Earth.

27. If You spare them, they will, (only),
misguide Your Own created human
beings and beget none but
evildoers, thankless persons.

28. O my Rabd! Forgive me and my
parents and whoever enters my
house as a believer and believing
men and believing women and do
not add to the wrongdoers but ruin."
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