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SURATULJINN (72)

In the preceding surah the Makkan polytheists have been likened to Noah's people in
their arrogance and repudiation of the Quraan. The Suratuljinn gives them the message
that even the jinn who are not directly concerned with the Messenger, when they come
to listen to the Quraan, even casually, believe in it, give up associating anyone with
Allah, and start fearing the Resurrection for accountability. But the Makkan polytheists
are so callous, so hardened in polytheism, and so swayed by vested interest that they do
not listen to reason and respond to the Messenger favourably. The speech of the jinn
continues from the first verse to the fifteenth verse.

The next four verses of the Surah are a warning to the Makkan polytheists against their
deviation from the straight path shown to them by Abraham who had raised up the Ka'ba
for Allah and their repudiation of the Quraan. If they had followed the straight path,
Allah would have given them abundant water. But, since they have turned away from it
and repudiated the Quraan, He shall thrust them into a painful punishment. The Ka'ba
and mosques are for Allah, but, when His Messenger stands in prayer in it, they, unlike
the jinn, press closely on him only to hinder him. Hence, the Surah, from the twentieth
verse to the twenty-fourth verse, in the words of the Messenger, tells them plainly that
he shall not associate anyone with Him and continue communicating the Quraan till
they confront the Judgement and then, they shall know how strong they are. In the next
two verses the Messenger has been told to tell the polytheists plainly that he is the
warner of the Day threatened, not the bringer. Allah does not disclose His secret plan to
anyone. The messengers who are singled out for the communication of His messages,
says the twenty-seventh verse, are guarded by angels to ensure that they communicate
His messages in letter and spirit as the last verse clarifies and He keeps a strict watch
over them and encompasses and counts everything around them lest they should err.
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( SURATULJINN >

In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

1. Say (that) it has been revealed to me
that a party of jinn listened (to the
Quraan) and then, they said,
"Indeed, we have heard a marve-
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And that we used to sit at certain
sitting places of it to gain
information: but, now, whoever
(tries) to listen, finds a flaming
meteor lying in wait (ambush) for
him.

And that we do not, in fact, know
whether punishment is willed for
(the human beings) who are
throughout the Earth or their Rabb
wills guidance (to guide them
aright).

And that, among us, there are the
righteous and, there are, among us,
others without such (an attribute):
we follow diverse ways.

And that we believe that we can
neither frustrate Allah throughout
the Earth nor can we defeat Him by
fleeing (throughout the heaven).

And that when we heard the
guidance, we came to believe in it
because whoever believes in his
Rabb will neither fear any wrong
nor iniquity.

And that, in fact, among us, there are
those who submit themselves (to
Allah) and, among us, there are
those who deviate from the truth:
but (those people) who submit
themselves (to Allah) are (the
people who) choose the guidance
freely.

And as for those deviating from the
truth, they shall be the fuel for the
Hell."

And (it has, further, been revealed
to me, [the Messenger] by Allah)
that, if they (the Quraysh) had
adhered to the (straight) path, We
would, certainly, have given them
water to drink abundantly
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In order to test them through it; and
He shall thrust, whoever turns away
from his Rabb's book (the Quraan),
into a painful punishment.

And, indeed, the mosques are for
(the sake of) Allah (alone) and
hence, you must not pray to anyone
else along with Allah.

And that when Allah's servant (the
Messenger of Islam) stood praying
to Him, they (the jinn), almost,
pressed round closely on him.

SECTION 2

Say, "I pray, only, to my Rabb and
do not attribute any associate to
Him."

Say, "I do not possess any powet, to
cause you any harm (or gain) and
(similarly, I do not possess any
power of) guidance" (or misgui-
dance).

Say, "No one can protect me against
Allah and I cannot find any shelter
against Him," (if T disobey Him)

"Except that (I must) communicate
(what reaches me) from Allah and
His messages.” And whoever
disobeys Allah and His Messenger,
shall have (to go into) the fire of the
Hell in which he shall abide
eternally.

Till, when they see (are confronted
with) what they are being
threatened with, they shall, then,
know who is the weakest in helpers
and the fewest in numbers.
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25. Say, "I do not know whether (the
punishment) which you are being
threatened with is (drawing) near or
my Rabb will appoint a distant time
forit.

26. He knows the unseen and does not
disclose His unseen to anyone,
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27. Except (the man) whom He chooses
as a messenger (to deliver His
messages) and then, He sets (angels
on guard) in front of him and behind
him to keep watch (over him),

28. So that He should know that they
(messengers) have, really, comm-
unicated their Rabb's messages and
He encompasses what is with them
(the conditions they are in) and
counts and records everything
numerically."
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