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SURAH "ABASA (80)

The Surah "Abasa continues the theme of warning the Makkan polytheists in pursuance
of the forty-fifth verse of the preceding Surah and, in the first instance, warns the warner
himself for a minor lapse in that the Messenger must not discriminate between the high
and the low. The Surah opens with Allah reproving the Messenger at his disregard shown
to "Abdullah, the son of Maktoom, one of his blind companions, from the first verse to the
tenth verse and guides him aright. At that time, the Messenger was busy with some
influential Makkan leaders and the poor man, unwittingly, happened to interrupt him.
The Messenger was visibly annoyed at it as the very first verse portrays. It occasioned
Allah's reproof which the Messenger accepted gracefully and did not feel shy of
transmitting it. It is in itself a proof, loud and clear, how honest and truthful the
Messenger was. But, between the lines, the warning has been directed towards the
leaders of the Makkan polytheists for, in their arrogance, they looked down upon the
poor and the weak and claimed more of his attention without believing in the message of
Islam _ fraternity, equality, and liberation from the exploitation of man by man.

The Surah, then, proceeds, from the eleventh verse to the sixteenth verse, to state the
nature of the Quraan which angels, mentioned from the first verse to the fifth verse of the
Suratunnazi'aat, as His functionaries, guard, and preserve. The sixteenth verse qualifies
them further.

The Surah, then, proceeds, from the seventeenth verse to the twenty-third verse, firstly,
to point out a disbelieving man's ingratitude in not acknowledging such a sublime book
and abiding by it to raise himself to sublimity while Allah has, from a mere
spermatozoon out of a billion spermatozoa, developed him into full manhood with
innumerable facilities and opportunities and, secondly, tell him that he shall be raised
after his death to be held accountable for all the facilities and opportunities that he has
been provided with before death. The twenty-third verse follows naturally. When man is
thankless and forgets accountability, he does not do what Allah commands him and
hence, he chooses his own perdition.

The Surah, then, calls man's attention, from the twenty-fourth verse to the thirty-second
verse, to His providence __ protective care __ for him. Why has Allah given him such
blessings? Is it in vain? Will He not hold him accountable for them? Will his death be the
end of his life's journey? The Surah, from the thirty-third verse to the forty-second verse,
portrays the world to come when everyone shall, individually, be held accountable for
his actions. His freedom of action in this world shall be evaluated, his actions thoroughly
examined, and reward and punishment apportioned to him according to his deserts. The
thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth verses present an image of joy and success and, from the
fortieth verse to the forty-second verse, the Surah presents an image of utter failure. Such
is the warning to disbelievers and evildoers.
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In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

1. (The Messenger) frowned (on him)
and turned to face (in another

direction)

2. That (because) there came to him a
blind man.

3. And what do you know he may
grow in purity?

4. Or he may receive admonition and
hence, (such) admonition may
benefit him.

5. As for one who dispenses (with the
guidance),

6. Tohimyoupay attention,

7. Though there is no blame on you
that he does not cleanse himself (of
sins).

8. And as for one who comes to you
running (to seek guidance)

9. Andhe fears (Allah),

10. You turn your attention away from
him.

11. Notatall, it (the Quraan) is, indeed,
a (profound) admonition.

12. Whoever wishes may, then, bear it
in mind (and let himself be
admonished).

13. (The Quraan is contained)

scriptures, exalted
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14. Sublime, purified.
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

And olive trees and date palms,

And walled gardens thick with
trees,

And fruit and fodder,

Provisions for you and for your
cattle (grazing livestock).

Hence, when the deafening clamour
(at the second sounding of the
trumpet) comes (is raised),

On that Day, man will flee from his
brother

And his mother and his father
And his wife and his sons.

Each person, among them, will, on
that Day, be in such a plight as will
distance him (from others).

(There will be) faces, on that Day,
shining (bright with joy).

Laughing (with a broad grin),
rejoicing (at their success).

And (there will be) faces on (which
there will be) dust (a state of
despondency) on that Day.

Gloom will overcome them.
Such (people) will be (those who

are) disbelievers (in Allah and)
evildoers (in the world).
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