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SURATULMUTAFFIFEEN (83)

The Suratulmutaffifeen continues the theme of warning, complements the preceding
surah, and elucidates its fourteenth and fifteenth verses with reference to those who deal
short measure and deficient balance. The Surah opens with the condemnation of this
universally practised social evil __ measuring and weighing short while giving anything
to others but taking full measure or weight while receiving from them. This double-
dealing or double standard is practised in all such societies as disregard its consequences
inthe world to come. The Quraan condemns it at many places. In the eighty-fifth verse of
the Suratula'raaf, Shu ayb warns his people...... "you must give full measure and hold
the pair of scales even and you must neither deprive the people of their goods (little by
little) nor cause wrong, corruption, and disorder in the land after its being reformed.”
The Surah Bani Israeel in its thirty-fifth verse enjoins, "And you must give full measure,
when you measure and weigh with an even balance." Hence, it is such a monstrous social
evil that Shu ayb's people were wiped out when they did not reform themselves. The
Suratulmutaffifeen, therefore, includes those who indulge in it among the wicked. They
deprive the people of their right which is against justice. Hence, they have been
threatened in the fourth, fifth, and sixth verses and then, included among the wicked who
have been portrayed from the seventh verse to the seventeenth verse. They shall be
punished in the blazing fire of the Hell. The virtuous / obedient, on the contrary, have
been portrayed from the eighteenth verse to the twenty-eighth verse enjoying themselves
in the Heaven. The twenty-second verse of the Surah is exactly the same as the thirteenth
verse of the preceding surah.

The Surah, finally, proceeds to justify why the evildoers and the dutiful / obedient shall
be so punished and so rewarded. The Surah depicts the wicked as criminals in the twenty-
ninth, thirtieth, thirty-first, and thirty-second verses. They used to ridicule, jeer at, and
persecute weak and helpless believers who had the moral courage to suffer. These
criminals enjoyed doing so cruelly and callously. Hence, enjoying themselves in the
Paradise, these believers shall laugh at their persecutors who shall, when absolute justice
is dispensed, be being punished in the Hell.

In the preceding surah, the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth verses mention the records of the
actions of all the human beings being maintained in this world. The Suratulmutaffifeen,
in its seventh, eighth, and ninth verses and then, in the eighteenth nineteenth, twentieth,
and twenty-first verses elucidates the three verses. Such record shall form the basis of
judgement on the Day of Judgement as a result of which all the human beings shall divide
into the wicked and the dutiful / obedient.
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In the name of ALLAH, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful
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And none belies and denies it
except everyone exceeding the
proper bounds, guilty (of sinning
against the divine law).

When Our verses are recited before
him, he says, (They are) "the
legends of the ancients” (the
peoples of old).

Not at all, but what they have been
committing has possessed their
hearts.

Not at all, they shall be precluded
from (meeting) their Rabb, on that
Day.

Then, they shall fall into the blazing
fire (of the Hell).

Then, they shall be told, "This is
what youused to belie and deny."

Not at all, indeed, the record of the
dutiful / obedient is, certainly,
(being kept) in the “Illiyeena.

And what do you know what the
lliyoonais?

(Itis) aregister (well) written.

The (angels) close (to Allah) watch
overit.

Indeed, the dutiful / obedient shall
be in bliss (a state of joy and
blessedness).

(Seated) on thrones, they will be
watching (beautiful sights).

You will perceive, in their faces, the
freshness, brightness, and bloom of
bliss.
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They will be given to drink from an
exquisite wine, sealed.

Its seal (will be of) musk; and for
such (a reward) should vie with one
another all those who want to vie
(strive for superiority).

And (it will have) a blend of (the
waters of) the Tasneem,

A spring by which the close (to
Allah) shall drink.

Indeed, those who used to commit
crimes (in this world) used to laugh
at (those people) who believed (in
the Messenger and the Quraan).

And when they used to pass by
them, they used to wink at one
another (teasingly).

And when they used to return home
(the members of their family), they
used to return jolly (in high spirits,
enjoying their success in ridiculing
the believers).

And when they used to see them,
they used to say, "In fact, they are
the people gone astray,”

Though they had not been sent as
overseers on them.

Hence, today (the Judgement Day),
(those people) who used to believe
(in the Messenger and the Quraan)
are laughing at the disbelievers.

(Sitting) on the thrones, they are
watching (them).

Have the disbelievers been requited
(in the afterworld) for what they had
been doing (in this world)?
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