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SURATUL'ALAQ (96)

The Suratul’alaq, being a subsidiary of and forming a complement to the Suratutteen,
expands on its fifth verse. Man rises with guidance and knowledge and falls without
them. The Suratutteen stresses guidance and the Suratul'alag stresses knowledge from
the first verse to the fifth verse. The Surah stresses the acquisition of knowledge by
reading and writing _ reading in the name of Allah, the Creator, the Most Generous,
Who imparts all knowledge to man by the pen. It is the Magna Carta of free and universal
dissemination of knowledge and education for all and the declaration of the sanctity of
the pen. Guidance coupled with knowledge raises man mentally and morally. Without
them, he declines mentally and morally and exceeds all the proper bounds as the sixth
verse shows and then, he dispenses with the guidance. If he acquired knowledge aright, it
would lead him to guidance. But he does not do so. Hence, he goes on degenerating.
Short of knowledge and guidance, he stoops to bestiality, cruelty, crime, and persecution.
He has no regard for guidance and fearing Him to guard himselfagainst evils. He is blind
to them. Such a character has been portrayed from the eighth verse to the thirteenth verse
and it is the image of the leadership of the Makkan polytheists. Such a man disregards the
Resurrection pointed out in the eighth verse and swayed by arrogance, does not even
realize that Allah is watching him, as mentioned in the fourteenth verse. The Surah,
finally, threatens him from the fifteenth verse to the eighteenth verse and exhorts the
Messenger to disregard him and continue praying to Allah, prostrating himself to Him
and drawing closer to Him.
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